
THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 

AFRICAN HISTORICAL STUDIES 


Editor: Jean Hay 


Associate Editors: James C. McCann, Diana Wylie 


EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD 


Emmanuel Akyeampong 
Harvard University 

Iris Berger 
State University of New York-Albany 

Sara Berry 
Johns Hopkins University 

Dennis Cordell 
Southern Methodist University 

Sandra Greene 
Cornell University 

Beatrix Heintze 
Frobenius Institute 

Production Assistant 
Sandra McCann 

Founding Editor 
Norman R. Bennett 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
Published three times a year 

Allen Isaacman 
University of Minnesota 

Brian Mokopakgosi 
University of Botswana 

David Schoenbrun 
Northwestern University 

John Thornton 
Millersville University 

Paul Tiyambe Zeleza 
University of Illinois 

$103.00 libraries and institutions 
$40.00 individuals 

Back-issue rates available on request 

All correspondence concerning subscriptions and editorial content should be 
directed to 1nternational Journal of African Historical Studies, African Studies 
Center, Boston University, 270 Bay State Road, Boston, MA 02215. 

THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF AFRICAN 
mSTORICAL STUDIES 

Volume 33 2000 Number 2 

Copyright 2000 by the Board ofTrustees ofBoston University 

ARTICLES 

EARLY SWAHILI HISTORY RECONSIDERED, 
by Thomas Spear 257 

MARSHAL PETAIN SPOKE TO SCHOOL CHILDREN: 
VICHY PROPAGANDA IN FRENCH WEST AFRICA, 
1940-1943, by Ruth Ginio 291 

THE BALTIMOREIPONGO CONNECTION: AMERICAN 
ENTREPRENEURISM, COLONIAL EXPANSIONISM, OR 
AFRICAN OPPORTUNISM?, by Bruce L. Mouser 313 

ELEPHANT HUNTING IN 191H-CENTURY KENYA: 
KAMBA SOCIETY AND ECOLOGY IN 
TRANSFORMATION, by Edward I. Steinhart 335 

"THE MOSQUE IS ONE THING, THE ADMINISTRATION IS 
ANOTHER": MURID MARABOUTS AND WOLOF 
ARISTOCRATS IN COLONIAL SENEGAL, by John Glover 351 

Notes on Contributors 366 

BOOK REVIEWS 

Mager, Gender and the Making ofa South African Bantustan: A 
Social History ofthe Ciskei, 1945-1959, by CLIFTON CRAIS 367 

McCulloch, Black Peril, White Virtue: Sexual Crime in Southern 
Rhodesia, 1902-1935, by MARC EPPRECHT 368 

Mack and Boyd, One Women's Jihad: Nana Asma'u, Scholar and 
Scribe, by BARBARA M. COOPER 370 

Neumann, 1mposing Wilderness: Struggles over Livelihood and 
Nature Preservation in Africa, by KIRK ARDEN HOPPE 371 

Bowen, The State Against the Peasantry: Rural Struggles in 
Colonial and Postcolonial Mozambique, by M. ANNE PITCHER 373 

Austen, ed., 1n Search ofSunjata: The Mande Oral Epic as 
History, Literature, and Performance, by CURTIS A. KEIM 377 

Tripp, Women and Politics in Uganda, by CAROL SUMMERS 379 



Edgerton, Warrior Women: The Amazons ofDahomey and the 
Nature ofWar, by EDNA G. BAY 380 

Daneel, African Eanhkeepers, Volume I: Inteifaith Mission in 
Earth-Care, by LESLIE BESSANT 381 

Edgar and Sapire, African Apocalypse, by CLIFfON CRAIS 382 

Farah, Yesterday, Tomorrow: Voices from the Somali Diaspora, 

by LIDWIEN KAPTEIJNS 383 


Keirn, Mistaking Africa: Curiosities and Inventions ofthe 

American Mind, by CYRIL KOFIE DADDIEH 387 


Heywood, Contested Power in Angola, 1840s to the Present, 

by BEATRIX HEINTZE 388 


Lentz and Nugent, eds., Ethnicity in Ghana: The Limits of 

Invention, by JIM LANCE 389 


Ba\seiro, ed., Running Towards Us: New Writing from South 
Africa, by DIANA WYLIE 391 

White, Speaking with Vampires, by NANCY ROSE HUNT 392 

Anderson and Broch-Due, eds., The Poor are Not Us: Poverty 
and Pastoralism in Eastern Africa, by JAMES GffiLIN 394 

Meir, The House Has Fallen: Midnight in Nigeria, 

by TOYIN FALOLA 396 


Jalloh, African Entrepreneurship: Muslim Fula Merchants in 

Sierra Leone, by ALLEN HOWARD 397 


Sylvester, Producing Women and Progress in Zimbabwe: 

Narratives ofIdentity and Work from the 1980s, 

by ELIZABETH SCHMIDT 398 

Behrend, Alice Lakwena and the Holy Spirits: War in Nonhern 
Uganda 1986-1997, by SHARON HUTCHINSON 399 

Behrend and Luig, eds., Spirit Possession, Modernity, and Power 
in Africa, by ISMAIL H. ABDALLA 401 

Presler, Transfigured Night: Mission and Culture in Zimbabwe's 
Vigil Movement, by PAUL W. CHILCOTE 402 

French-Sheldon, Sultan to Sultan: Adventures Among the Masai 
and other Tribes ofEast Africa, by DOROTHY L. HODGSON 403 

Goodall, Africa in My Blood: The Early Years, 

by EDWARD I. STEINHART 404 


Amadiume, Daughters ofthe Goddess, Daughters of 
Imperialism: African Women Strugglefor Culture, Power, and 
Democracy, by LISA A. LINDSAY 405 

Rwebangira and Uljestrom, eds., Haraka, Haraka ... Look 
Before You Leap: Youth at the Crossroads ofCustom and 
Modernity, by MARlA LllSA SW AN1Z 407 

ii 

Stewart, Rumba on the River: A History of the Popular Music of 
408the Two Congos. by RICHARD M. SHAIN 

Zachemuk, Colonial Subjects: An African Intelligentsia and 409
Atlantic Ideas. by MISTY L. BASTIAN 


Levtzion and Pouwels, eds., The History of Islam in Africa, 

411

by JOHN GLOVER 
412Belcher, Epic Traditions ofAfrica, by RALPH A. AUSTEN 

Frey and Wood, eds., From Slavery to Emancipation in the 414
Atlantic World, by RAY A. KEA 

Curtin, The World and the West: The Eurf!pean Challenge and 

the Overseas Response in the Age ofEmpire, 
 415
by BETTY S. ANDERSON 


416
Ross, A Concise History ofSouth Africa, by R. HUNT DAVIS 


Van Der Veen, ed., The Exploitation ofPlant Resources in 
 418
Ancient Africa, by MICHAEL DffiLASI 


Blanc-Parnard and Boutras, eds., Theme et variations: Nouvelles 

421recherches rurales au Sud, by ANNA MARIE GENTILI 


Adedeji, ed., Comprehending and Mastering African Conflicts, 
 422
by KOEN VLASSENROOT 


Elphick and Davenport, eds., Christianity in South Africa, 
 423
byELAINEUNTERHALTER 


Emmett, Popular Resistance and the Roots ofNationalism in 
 425
Namibia, 1915-1966, by ROBERT J. GORDON 


Silvennan, ed., Ethiopia: Traditions in Creativity, 
 426
by Z. S. STROTHER 


Hudson, A Time to Mourn: A Personal Account of the Lumpa 
 428
Church Revolt in Zambia, by COLIN BAKER 


HOckner, Die Lobedu Siidafrikas: Mythos und Realitaet der 
 429
RegenkOnigin Modjadji, by ALMUT LEMKE 


Roy, Kilengi: African Art from the Bareiss Family Collection, 
 430
by CURTIS A. KEIM 


Bell, Frontiers ofMedicine in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, 
 431
1899-1940, by JAY SPAULDING 


Peres, Transculturation and Resistance in Lusophone African 
 433 
Narrative, by FATIMA MENDON~A 


Suzman, Ethnic Nationalism and State Power, 
 434
by PATRICK FURLONG 


Gewald, Herero Heroes: A Socio-Politcal History of the Herero 
 435
ofNamibia, by RICHARD A. VOELTZ 


Kusimba, The Rise and Fall of Swahili States, 
 437
by RANDALL L. POUWELS 

iii 



Mungazi, The Last British Liberals in Africa: Michael Blundell 
and Garfield Todd, by GODFREY MURIUKI 438 

Isich~i, Entirely for God: The Life ofCyprian Michael Iwene 
Tansl, by JOHN WORKS 440 

Grotpeter et al., Historical Dictionary ofZambia 
byTHONL\SJOHNSON ' 441 

Eckert, Grundbesi/z, Landkonflikte und Kolonialer Wander 
Douala 1880 bis 1960, by THADDEUS SUNSERI . 443 

Ngologoza, Kigezi and Its People, by PETER F. B. NA YENGA 444 

Botte et al., eds., Figures Peules, by ANDREW F. CLARK 446 

Is~lin, ed., Catalogue ofNewspapers and Periodicals in the 
LIbrary of the Basler Afrika Bibliographien 
by DAVID HENIGE ' 447 

Hughes and Gailey, Historical Dictionary ofthe Gambia 
by DAVID P. GAMBLE ' 448 

Burstein, ed., Ancient African Civilizations: Kush and Axum 
by MANFRED KROPP , 449 

Biesbrouck et al., ~s., Chal!e~g~ng.Elusiveness: Central African 
Hunter-Gatherers In a MultidlSclplmary Perspective 
by STEPHANIE RUPP , 450 

Der, The Slave Trade in Northern Ghana 
by RAYMOND E. DUMETr ' 451 

Bobb, Histt;rical Dictionary ofDemocratic Republic of the 
Congo (ZaIre), by KEVIN C. DUNN 453 

B~yonne ~d Makimouna-NgouaIat, Congo-Brazzaville: 
Dlagnoshc et strategies pour La creation de valeur 
by CHRISTOPHER GRAY' 454 

Osaghae, The Crippled Giant; Nigeria Since Independence 
by STEPHEN WRIGHT ' 455 

Anderson, Sudan in Crisis: The Failure ofDemocracy 
by KENNETH J. PERKINS ' 456 

Dzimba, South Africa'S Destabilization ofZimbabwe 1980-89 
by VERNON D. JOHNSON " 457 

Sin~leton, ed.~ "I, TC?o, Am American": Archaeological Studies of 
Afncan American Life, by BRIAN FAGAN 459 

Jackson, Botswana 1939-1945: An African Country at War 
by BILL NASSON ' 460 

Shrad~r, The First Helicopter War: Logistics and Mobility in 
AlgerIa, 1954-1962, by JOHN P. ENTELIS 461 

Kalley et aI., comp., Southern African Political History 
by P. T. MGADLA ' 463 

iv 

r 

Mary, Le deft du syncretisme: Le travail symbolique de la 
religion d'eboga, by FRANyOIS NGOLET 

Ogot, ed., General History ofAfrica, V: Africafrom the Sixteenth 
to Eighteenth Century, by JOHN THORNTON 

Behn, Oroonoko, by JOHN THORNTON 

Porto, Angola a Preto e Cranco: Fotografla e Ciencia no Museu 
do Dondo, 1940-1970, by JOHN THORNTON 

Van Hensbroek, Political Discourses in African Thought, 1860 to 
the Present, by JAMES WHIDDEN 

Coquery-Vidrovitch, VAfrique et les africains au XIXe siecle: 
mutations, revolutions, crises, by JAMES SEARING 

Ruf, Ending Slavery: Hierarchy, Dependency, and Gender in 
Central Mauritania, by MARTIN KLEIN 

Murray and Roscoe, eds., Boy-Wives and Female Husbands: 
Studies ofAfrican Homosexualities, by DENNIS D. CORDELL 

Okpewho et aI., eds., The African Diaspora: African Origins and 
New World Identities, by MISTY L. BASTIAN 

Hine and McLeod, eds., Crossing Boundaries: Comparative 

History ofBlack People in Diaspora, by TUNDE ADELEKE 


Seitel, The Powers ofGenre: Interpreting Haya Oral Literature, 

by KENNELL JACKSON 


Ben-Amos, Art, Innovation, and Politics in Eighteenth-Century 

Benin, by EDNA G. BAY 


Maxwell, Christians and Chiefs in Zimbabwe: A Social History 

of the Hwesa People, by STEVEN C. RUBERT 


Martin and West, eds., Out ofOne, Many Africas: Reconstructing 

the Study and Meaning ofAfrica, by JAMES R. BRENNAN 


Anderson and Rathbone, eds., Africa's Urban Past, 

by JAMES C. McCANN 


Bravman, Making Ethnic Ways: Communities and Their 

Transformations in Taita, Kenya, 1800-1950, 

by ATIENO ODHIAMBO 

Adeloye, Early Medical Schools in Nigeria, 
(/'by ADELL PATrON, JR. 

Valsecchi and Viti, eds., Montles Akan: Identite et pouvoir en 
Afrique occidentale, by STEFANO BONI 

Udoh and Etim, eds., The Feminization ofDevelopment 
Processes in Africa, by GLORIA CHUKU 

Tiberondwa, Missionary Teachers as Agents of Colonialism in 
Uganda, by DAVID SANDGREN 

v 

464 

465 

466 

467 

468 

469 

471 

472 

474 

476 

477 

479 

480 

481 

483 

485 

487 

488 

490 

491 



r 

Guelke, South Africa in Transition; Goodman, Fault Lines: 
Journeys into the New South Africa; Zacarias, Security and the 
State in Southern Africa, by CHRIS ALDEN 493 

Cochrane, de Gruchy. and Martin, Facing the Truth: South 
African Faith Communities and the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission, by FIONA C. ROSS 494 


Nasson, The South African War 1899-1902, 

by JOHN LAMPHEAR 495 


Cope, Ploughshare of War: The Origins of the Anglo-Zulu War 

of1879, by MICHAEL MAHONEY 497 


Rahier, ed., Representations ofBlackness and the Perfonnance of 

Identities, by BARBARA BROWNING 498 


Bach, ed., Regionalisation in Africa: Integration and 

Disintegration, by E. WAYNE NAFZIGER 499 


Vestal, Ethiopia: A Post-Cold War African State, 

by RUTH IYOB 500 


Gordon and Douglas, The Bushman Myth: The Making ofa 

Namibian Underclass, by KARLA POEWE 502 


O'Ballance, The Congo-Zaire Experience, 1960-98, 

by KEVIN C. DUNN 503 


Schweitzer et al., eds., Hunters and Gatherers of the Modem 
World, by STEPHANIE RUPP 504 

De Vries, Manasse Tjiseseta: ChiefofOmaruru 1884-1898, 

Namibia, by AXEL HARNEIT-SIEVERS 506 


vi 



486 BOOK REVIEWS 

lar to one another because of proximity and knowledge of what their neighbors were 
doing-but they did not become one. 

The crucial turning point carne with the onset of colonialism. This juncture. 
from the 1890s to 1910, introduced new ideas, especially Christianity. releasing the 
young men from the authority of the elders, re-routinizing the processes of female 
initiation through the churches, and forcing the patemity to contemplate the loss of 
their gerontocratic authority. As a dialectic turn, the elders began exploring and 
articulating what would amount to the invention of the Dabida ethnic ways, and 
seeking to control their erstwhile sons, who were drifting away to paid employment 
in Mombasa and nearer home. The questioning of the existential present by both 
young and old led to an affirmation of doing things "the Kidawida way," fashion­
ing new meanings of Kidawida identity by the late 1920s. By this time, of course, 
the young rebels of the 1890s had become the elders, and their sons would continue 
this dialectical tum by interrogating the assumptions of being Dawida into the early 
1950s. Both material interests and ideals entered into this resurgent questioning and 
equating of identity, authority, and political leadership with both new and old ways. 
Ethnicity was not just an idea, therefore, but a built environment and a lived experi­
ence, unfolding as the Dawida became more and more Christianized and more and 
more commodified and monetized by the twists and turns of colonial capitalism. A 
new ethnicity was thus born, owing its umbilical cord to twentieth-century Christi­
anity and colonial capitalism, but deriving its ethos from the womb of old society, 
reconstructed and reiterated in myriad ways. 

A new story? Perhaps. Jeff Fadiman has told a parallel narrative about the Meru 
of Mount Kenya during this century too, with a lot richer, more nuanced, more 
complicated twists and turns, in When the White Man Came We Were Witchmen; 
and Justin Willis has also captured "the elusive Mswahili" that Ahmed Salim used 
to write about and made them into the Swahili and Mijikenda during the same 
period. More poignantly, Maasai identity in its many diverse and gendered concoc­
tions has captured the historical and cross-cultural imagination of two generations of 
scholarship since the late 1970s at the hands of Richard Waller, Neil Sobania, and 
Thomas Spear initially, and now much more nuanced by Corinne Kratz and 
Dorothy Hodgson. The total import is that we have a sophisticated historiography of 
eastern African identity to which this book belongs. 

This book has its very fme reads, especially in its outlining openings. But it is 
methodologically anachronistic and annoying in one respecL The author interviewed 
a lot of living people, but gives us only pseudonyms. There is no big secret they 
were telling him that students of colonial Kenya do not already know, especially for 
some of us who have supervised students there in the 1970s and 1980s. Hence their 
anonymity seems unnecessary and obstructive. 

ATIENO ODHIAMBO 

Rice University 
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EARLY MEDICAL SCHOOLS IN NIGERIA. By Adelola Adeloye. Ibadan: 
Heinemann Educational Books, 1998. Distributed by African Books Collective. 
pp. x, 105; tables, figures. $17'()01£9.50 paper. 

Adelola Adeloye served as professor of neurological surgery and former head of the 
Department of Surgery at the University of Ibadan. He is now foundation professor 
and head of the Department of Surgery at the College of Medicine at Chichiri­
Blantye, Malawi. In this book on the history of ea:ly medical .sch~ls ~n ~igeri~, .he 
provides another in a series of books on the medical professIOn m Nlgena. Bn~lsh 
colonial authorities brought their unified medical service with them to West Africa, 
but not their medical schools. This process can be followed through a series of 
watershed chronologies. Africanus Horton (M.D.) was the first to suggest the need 
for a medical school in West Africa to officials in 1861, but the notion fell on deaf 
ears. The Church Missionary Society (CMS) attempted to establish a medical insti­
tution at Abeokuta in the same year, but by 1861, the medical experiment ended with 
the death of a benefactor and promoter. The hostile activities of the Bashorun, 
known as the Ifole (destruction of houses), destroyed the CMS houses at Ake in 
1867. But by this time the CMS had laid the groundwork for the future training of 
Nigerians for medicine at Sierra Leone and in England from 1874 onward. 

A number of medical schools already existed in Africa. The first was in 
Egypt-although not mentioned by the author-at Al-Azhar University, built by the 
Fatimids in 974 AD. Hence, the Kasr el-Aini in Egypt in 1827 was not the first 
medical school, as asserted by the author (p. 91). The second was built in Cape 
Town in 1912; the third in Dakar on Goree Island; and the Kitchener School of 
Medicine in Khartoum and the Makerere Medical School of Kampala, both in 1924. 
In 1925 the third conference of the West African Medical Staff met in the Gold 
Coast ~d recommended the establishment of a medical school for the training of 
indigenous medical students. The director of medical services pursued this idea 
again in 1927. A report of the proceedings was published in 1928, but opposition to 
the scheme arose within the colonies. Nigeria then decided to pursue its own 
program for the training ofmedical assistants and later for diploma certification. 

Using Dakar as the model, the Yaba Medical School opened its doors in Lagos 
to medical and pharmacy students on 6 October 1930. and laid the foundation for 
medical schools in Nigeria and the region. The Kano Medical School began in 
1955, long after Yaba. From the outset, Yaba and Kano both suffered from person­
nel staffing, differential financial remuneration (at least in the Yaha's case). and the 
stigma of submedical standards. Yaha graduates responded with the developmen~ of 
political activism and nationalism in Nigeria and Cameroon. But the first medical 
school closed in 1948, and Kano folded in 1959. Several graduates from both 
schools made outstanding contributions over the long haul. But no official wanted 
another Yaba in Nigeria. These defunct schools, however, paved the way for one of 
the best medical schools and teaching hospitals in sub-Saharan Africa. 

In 1948, the Ibadan Medical School was born with a "special academic rela­
tionship with London University" (p. 35) and was linked in the foundation year 
with the University College, Ibadan. The British Medical Council gave its recogni­
tion. In 1957, the University College Hospital (UCH) opened with a school of 

http:17'()01�9.50
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nursing. Some funds came from the Colonial Development Fund and the Western 
Nigerian government, at the urging of Dr. Samuel Manuwa, director of medical 
services. Ibadan benefited from the recruitment of outstanding expatriates (more 
than fourteen medical professors and staff support) and African physicians (more 
than three). Adeloye provides biographical data on each "foundation" professor. 
Table 5 lists the pioneers of Ibaban medical schools (twelve), who completed their 
clinicals in London and other British medical schools until UCH was completed. 
Finally, Table 6 is entitled "The First Fourteen (1957)," and Dr. Adeloye notes, " I 
was privileged to be one of the first fourteen clinical students." There was one 
Ghanaian in the group, Dr. Kwesi Annan, and the rest were Nigerians. Table 7 
shows the distinguished medical accomplishments of the first class to graduate in 
1960, with standards comparable to the United Kingdom and the world. Today, 
Nigeria has thirteen medical schools of varying standards. In Chapter 6, Adeloye 
provides a critique of the present situation and provides a plan for its resolution that 
might be useful to medical professionals throughout Africa. 

This book is a contribution to the medical history of Africa and is a significant 
addition to the corpus of literature on professional training. However, a caveat must 
be entered. The publisher must do a better job in requiring outside readers for 
manuscripts and exercise greater care with print mechanics and proofreading; foot­
note numbers and quotes are not done correctly within the narrative, for example. 
Table 4 on page 29 is not numbered at its heading. Further, there are a number of 
factual errors. The author notes on page 23 that: ''The problem of shortage of doc­
tors was more acute in the northern provinces of Nigeria. No student from those 
regions completed the Yaba medical course." Yet, Dr. Ishaya Audu-a Hausa from 
Zaria in the North-is cited on pages 18-19 as being a medical graduate of Yaba 
and even more, a pioneer Ibadan medical graduate on p. 45. The narrative contains 
numerous repetitions. Finally, some consensus of citizenship needs to be reached on 
who was a Sierra Leonean doctor and who was a doctor of Nigerian origin. The 
name Nigeria did not appear in print until 1897, While the Portuguese named Sierra 
Leone in about the fifteenth century. Place of birth determines one's origin rather 
than descent. For example, Africanus Horton was of Igbo descent-the son of an 
Igbo carpenter at Gloucester-but was born in Sierra Leone and buried there in 
1883. 

ADELL PATTON, JR. 

University ofMissouri-St. Louis 

MONDES AKAN: IDENTrr:E ET POUVOIR EN AFRIQUE OCCIDENTALE! 
AKAN WORLDS: IDENTITY AND POWER IN WEST AFRICA. Edited by 
Pierluigi Valsecchi and Fabio Viti. Paris and Montreal: L'Harmattan, 1999. Pp. 
362; illustrations. FF 180 paper. 

This bilingual (French/English) edited volume is the outcome of the International 
Conference of Akan Studies convened by the two editors and held at the University 
of Urbino in 1996. Some of the most prominent historians and anthropologists of 
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the Akan world presented papers at the conference and most of them elaborated their 
work for publication in this volume. The theme chosen for the conference was the 
interrelation between identity and power. This broad topic allowed the fifteen con­
tributors to approach it from a number of different perspectives. What seems 
cornmon to most contributions, however, is the interplay of history and political 
anthropology that has proved so fruitful in studies concerned with the Akan world. 
Historians address issues of state formation, kinship, and identity, and question the 
ethnic unit as a focus of analysis; anthropologists address current political dynamics 
by looking back at precolonial chieftaincy. Within this common framework, differ­

ent approaches can be identified. 

Some contributions are concerned with the uses of history and historiography 

to enhance the status of lineages, chiefs, or ethnic groups. Harris Memel-Fote pro­

vides an intriguing reconstruction of the creation of the myth of the superior ~ 

sense of the state by academics and the use of this ideological weapon in colomal 
and postcolonial Ivorian politics, leading to the establishment of what the author 
terms the Baule "ethnocracy." Claude-Helene Perrot examines village myths of 
foundation in an Eotile settlement to show that different versions emerge according 
to power relations among local matrilineages. Ivor Wilks exp~ores the use of the 
notions of "unity" and "progress" in the framework of relations between young 
men and the chiefly establishment in Asante from the nineteenth century to present. 
Giampaolo Calchi Novati compares the failure of Asante resistance to British mili­
tary invasion to the successful Ethiopian defense against Italian offensive. 

A second trend may be identified in the examination of the nature of Akan 
chiefly government. Kwame Arhin summarizes the main fe.atures of Akan chie~­
cies and comes to the conclusion that they are undemocratic. Awulae Annor AdJaye 
m finds colonial and postcolonial Ghanaian governments guilty of having deprived 
chiefs of their traditional authority; he suggests the insertion of the chiefly estab­
lishment in local government institutions. Mariano Pavanello studies the overlap of 
stool and matrilineal family land in a dispute that occurred in the Nzema area. 
Emmanuel Terray examines the ideological and political foundations of precolonial 
Abron government to distinguish state and lineage power. Fabio Viti analyzes.the 
Baule as a case study of the noninstitutionalized exercise of power, a power agamst 

the state. 
Four papers are concerned with the history of coastal states. Gerard Chouin 

shows that patrilineal transfers of royal office have been c~mmon fr?m the seven­
teenth to the nineteenth century in Eguafo. Yann Deffontame descnbes the emer­
gence of the kingdom of Cape Coast in the eighteenth century. Ray Kea ~x:umnes 
the life of two Fante men in the nineteenth century to evaluate the contradictions of 
the "modernity project." Pierluigi Valsecchi suggests that the study of eighteenth­
century Nzema political, military, and commercial history may be enriched by the 
examination of interethnic relations linking the various royal lineages. 

Veronique Duchesne and Pino Scbirripa analyze current trends of spiritual 
beliefs. While Duchesne holds that infrastructural development and the spread of 
Christianity dismantled the spirituality of an Anyi settlement, Schirripa believes that 
family, stool, individual, and local gods are still very active and examines them in 

terms of local knowledge. 


