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¢lected. Sir Lord Frederick Lugard, the architect of Indirect Rule in
Nigeria—a system first used in Natal in the 1840s and then migrated
elsewhere—once noted probably in the 1890s:

The first step” ‘in building a regime of “indirect rule....is to endeavour
to find a man of influence as chief, and to group under him as many
villages or districts as possible, to teach him to delegate powers,
and to take an interest in his “Native Treasury,” to support his
authority, and to inculcate a sense of responsibility.” In the edifice

of the Native Authority, the chief was the pillar. (Mamdani: 1996;
53

Mamdani reports further on the “[the Native Authority]:...” [He
must] function without judicial restraint and was never elected. Appointed
from above [the racialized colonial state], they held office so long as they
enjoyed the confidence of their superiors. Their power diffused, with little
functional specificity. The tree pillars that Lugard ¢laimed as upholding
the system of indirect rule-Native Courts, Native Administration, and a
Native Treasury-together crystallized the ensemble of powers merged into
the office of the chief....[And these] powers also included a fourth: making
rules (Mamdani: 1996;53).

It is important to remember that democracy will be difficult to
achieve in Nigeria or elsewhere in the African Unton as long as the bifurcated
state inherited from colonialism remains. Colonialism provided a
decentralized despotism that cannot be democractized. The bifucated
state must be transformed with only one layer of government. Nigeria has
two layers of “official” government: (1) The Federal Republic of Nigeria,
and (2)the traditional “Native Authority” possibly operating with more
authority now than it did under colonial rule. Mamdani provides us with
the key and the code to this progression: the detribilization of customary
law ruled by the Native duthority.

In conclusion, 1960 is a watershed date for the independence era
ofthe OAU in 1963 and now the new African Union in 2002. Similarto
Mahmood Mamdani, Nigeria’s most famous novelist Chinua Achebe
provides an important perspective in metaphor on the inherited legacy of
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Following these remarks, my final wish is for the African
Renaissance in the new African Unionto be achieved through SELECTIVE
BORROWING of lessons cited from the United States of America and
that these lessons will lead to a marked shiff in the mentalités of the
Nigerians and other African minds. Thereupon, Nigeria and other nations
in the new African Union will continue to *soar and soar, and soar and
soar’” on to the world horizons in the Information Age. And in the realpolitik
of our times, I believe that the United States of America stands ready to
assist Nigeriaand the other African nations!

I'thank The Honorable United States Ambassador to the Federal
Republic of Nigeria Mr. Howard F. Jeter, who selected me for this task
and who made this my best trip ever to Afiica, the Sr. Fulbright Specialists
Programs, Washington, D.C., Mrs. Dehab Ghebreab of the Public Affairs
Office, U.S. Embassay (Abuja, Nigeria, and the one who kept me informed
on the changing literature of the Conference Theme as { toured Nigeria),
Mr. James Moloom of the Public Affairs Office {(Abuja, Nigeria, who was

aconstant companion and who brought me up to date on Nigerian history),
Mrs. Kristine Kane, U.S. Consulate Affairs Division (Lagos, Nigeria, and
the person who first met me upon arrival at the Lagos International Airport
on July 6, 2002, and who provided research sources, traveled withme,
and who first introduced me as the keynote speaker at Calabar, Nigeria,
for the opening of the ASAN 9th Annual Conference), and to now Vice-
Changellor of the University of Itorin, Professor §.0.0. Amali, and
President of the American Studies Association of Nigerta (ASAN), 1o the

Vice-Chancellors of the Nigerian Universities visited, who took tire away
from their busy schedules to meet with our delegations, and especially to
the Vice Chancellor, Ahmadu Bello University, Professor Abdullahi Mahadi,
who introduced me for my presentation at Ahmadu Bello University-
Samaru-Zaria, and to the ASAN mermnbers and students of Nigeria who
made me, from the African Diaspora, feel so much at home in the
“homeland” of my African ancestors. Finally, I wish to express much
thanks to Dr. Constance Hines Zimmerman and Mr. WA, Zimmerman
for their research assistance in the location of websites on civics education
inthe US.A.

{Please note that | am the sole author of this revised working
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