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in the eighteenth century: the clan, Clan mcmbersbip 

determined the social distribution of material re­
sources sueh as land and cultural resources such as 
membership in religious orders, the formation of social 
identili~s and the defining of social statuses, and the 
sLructuring of gender relations through marriage prac­
tices and inheritance patterns, The clan was a "site" of 
wealth and property accumulation. Greene emphasizes 
the historically significant roles of women, as agents, in 
dan activities and relationships; they contested their 
own social subordination within the framework of 1he 
dictates of male-dominated lineage politics and lbe 
eXigencie" of Anlo's political economy. 

Through her careful study of the eighteenth and 
nineteemh-ccntury lives and careers of particular 
clans!familit:s (such as Amlade and Gbod.zo) and 
individuals (such as Elias Quist and Atjtsogbi, better 
known as GeraJdo de Lima), Greene demonstrates 
that Anlo's historical subjects-male and female­
were rooted in the cultural. ideological, and social 
relations and outlooks of lheir time. Her analysis 
shows how Lhese were interwoven in (..":Omplicated ';Hld 
changing ways with hegemonic structures and connec­
tiOllS. She traces the historical fortunes of religious 
orders like Nyigbla and Yewe, WhiCh women joined in 
large numbers in the eighteenth and nineteenth l,:en­
turies. Greene has put to good use her wide~ranging 
and deep knowledge of Anlo history. The study is 
based on historical information culled from interviews 
that she carried out jn Anlo, the records of Danish 
trading companies in the Danish National An.:hives. 
oral histories/lraditions publiShed during and after the 
colonial era. and published travelers' and missionary 
aCe0unts. She has made effe.ctive and judicious use of 
relevant anthropological studies. nree~e's book raises 
som~ questions, however. Recent studies of ethnidty 
in Africa have dwwn attention to the fact that, in the 
pre~colonial period. mulLiplc id~ntities were the norm 
in African societies rather than single, fixed ethnic 
ones. Was Anlo social-political order, someh()w, an 
exception to this tendency: She does not engage this 
literature in h~r own historical analysts, and the reader 
is left with an unansw~red query, It is made clear 
throughout the book that Anlo socicty was close.ly 
connected to the Atlantic trade, especially from the 
17t0s on. However, the (structural) connections 
among wealth and properly accumulation, the circula-
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tdghleenth centuty~ Danish, Dutch~ and English trad­
ing companies maintained commercial stations in Aulo 
ports where local merchantl:i and brokers were resl­
dent. 

Greene makes tile point that, after 1750, the com­
petition among patriHneages, which Was generated by 
the Atlantic slave trade, contributed to the marginal­
ization of the rights of Anlo women in complex ways. 
She implies that this competition was Hnked to a 
process of mercantile accumulation and to what can be 
called the regionaliZRtion 01" Anlo-based tradmg capi­
taL She provides an Impressive and detailed analysis of 

tion of merchant capital, and the social distribution of 
the means of exchange, on the one hand, and the 
formation of ethnic identities and new institutions and 
the changing social positJons over time of women, on 
the other, are not fully spelled out. Nevertheless, 
Greene has produced an exemplary work on an impor­
tant aspect of West African s.ocial history, This is a 
study which should be read not only oy Africanist51 but 
by Americanists and other scholars whose inlerests 
include the Atlantic slave trade. 

RAY A. KE,A. 

Uni.versity of Cal~for!lla, 


Africa 1201 

ism sl1b~equently impeded the success of African phy­
sicians, many of whom were of Creole (repatriated 
former slave) origin, Here Patton includes a discussion 
of the era's historical context, which helps the reader 
fl'ltlow tbe story. He traces the ups and downs Rnd 
orten bitter 0xpcricnces of the Easmons, a Creole 
medical family that produced three generalions of 
physicians. Chapter live chrollicles African physicians' 
struggles [or professional recognition ill the colonial 
,:ontext, again using the careers of several prominent 
physicians as example~. 

The tone of the bOOk: l,:hanges in the tina I two 
chapters, which lake up the era of decoloniLation, 
Patton examines lhe career of David Ekundayo Boye­
Johnson, a physidan of African origin who "'became 
Creole" by taking on new cultural patterns. He studied 
in North America, returned to Africa, joined the 
Epis(.'Opal Cathedral of Sf. George, married into an 
aristocratic Creole family, and concealed hi~ Temne­
Sherbro origins (pp, 1~.'i, 210). Boye-Johnson ad­
vanced rapidly in thc colonial era and more rapidly still 
during decolonizatIon, when expatdate European phy­
sicians began to leave. With the end of colonial 
medicaJ regulations, foreign-trained African physi­
cians found many long-standing obstacles removed. 

With independence ..:ame new challenges. Many 
African physicians were educated in the Soviet Union. 
These physicians were trained in a different medical 
culture. one that emphasiled teams of specialists and 
shorter periods of general medical education. Their 
focus on preventive rather than curative medicine 
tended to lower tbeir status! because they lost their 
monopoly of medical knowledge. And, of course, the 
struggle between the two medical systems was intensi­
fied by Cold War rivalries. Patton concludes that ''"the 
East-West conflict within Africa laid the foundation 
for a mosaic laboratory of profeSSions that still plays a 
signiHcant role in development'" (p. 248), 

In an epilogue t Patton summarizes his main points 
and calis for further research in African professional 
associations, for the stabilization of medical standards 
in West Africa, and for international support for the 
crisis~hesct region. 

This carefully rc.searched hook is fun of information 
aoont the social history of African medicli) profession­
alism. Tbe author rarely strays from his primary source 
materials: and regrettably does not consult the works of 
Franz Fanon. Albert Memm!, or oLher important 
analysts of COlonial relations. Wider Implications are 
suggested, but Patlon's fm::us remains on the physi­
cians themselves. The book must stand as a tribute to 
their endeavors, their frustrations, and thejr triumphs. 

NANCY GALLAGHER 
University of Ct1I~f(Jrnia, 
Santa Barbara 

DAVID E. TOKRANCE, The Strange Death of the Liberal 
t:mpire: Lord .'5eibome in SOUlh Africa, MontreRi: 
McGilI-Queen's University Press, 1996. Pp. xvii, 286. 
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Evaluating British high commissioners to SouLh Afriea 
during tho Anglo-Boor War (1899-1902) and the 
reconstruction period that followed, historians raLe 
Willia.m WaJdegrave Palmer, Lord Selborne (1859­
1942) a distinct second to Lord Milner (1852-1925) in 
importance, But they really need to be understOOd a.s a 
pair, for in tandem (Milner served l897-1905; Sel­
borne 1905-1910), they were supremeiy ini1uentiaJ. 
Between them, they shaped South African society and 
politics in ways that determined decisively the course 
of that nation's troubled history throughout most of 
remainder of the twentieth cel1tury. David E. Tor­
rance's biography of Selborne pbu...-es him ill a more 
central position in those events thal1 previously underw 

stood. It also gives us a much elc(Uer portraiL of 
Selborne the thinker and politician than we have ever 
had. Contrasting Selborne's strategies and u(;tions to 
Milner's, Torrance succeeds in placing the latter figure 
in sharper focus as well. 

Torrance's Selbomc makes a great case study for 
Marxists. His driving preoccupation in all things dUTillg 
his years in South Africa was to secure a supply of 
chtoap and compliant "native'l labor for the gold mines, 
whether it be South African, Mozambican, or Chinese 
from overseas. Selborne's Edwardjan Social Darwill­
ism nicely ins.uiat0d him from the barsh implications of 
his policies for the laborers involved. 

Furthermore, Sejborne's mo~t Influential accom­
plishment as engineer of the Union constitution 
was his lohhying for Britisb capital dominance at 
expense of British imperial hegemony in the new state, 
That is, during lhe political maneuverings involved in 
the drafling of the constitution, be showed himself to 
be quite prepared to allow moderate Airikaans~speak.­
ing politicians., who had just lost [he war, to dominate 
lhe new state in the sure knowledge that such a 
dispensation would eventuate in finn British contral of 
the industrial e,conomy, MUner. who had believed 
above all else in British "'racial" dominatiol1 over all 
others, white or black, would have strongly opposed 
such a strategy. Events would prove Selborne to be 
right, at lea;;t until 1948. 

On firs1 arriving in South Africa, Sclbornc found 
that he Ileeded aU the diplomatic and political acumen 
hr;: could mu~ter, Firbl, it was necessary for him to 
midwife the internal sovereignty of the reconstructed 
Afrikaner governments of the Transvaai and the Or­
ange Free State (1907), That pla(;ed the Afrikaners in 
at lea~t ostensible authority over the gold and diamond 
mines, the very thing the Briti.",h had gOl1e to war to 
prevent in 1899. Second. hardly had Sdborne ardved 
at his post when the English Unionist government that 
had dispatched him fell to the Liberals (led by Prime 
Minister Henry CampbeJl~Bannerman) in Decemher 
1905, placing him in a decidedly uncomfortable posi­
lion. fortunately for him, the new colonial secretary, 
Lord Elgin, kept him on for the sake of continuity. But 
Selhorne ternained theTeafte~ in the awkward position 
of either attemptmg lo inftuc:.nce the policies of a 
government innately ::.uspieious of him or carrying out 
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ADELL PATI'ON, JR, Physicians, Colonial Racism, and 
Diasporo in WesJ Africa. Gainesville: University Pre,ss 
of Florida. 1996. Pp, xx, 343, $49,95, 

In thi& engaging book, AdelJ Patton, Jr., chronicles the 
professional slruggJes of seven generations of West 
Afri..:an doctors, from 1850 to 1985. It js a complex 
stUdy, the product of fourteen years of extensive 
archival research and numerous interviews in BrHain 
and West Africa, Patton was also Ii participant-ob~ 
server in West African hospitals and clinics. He fo­
cuses on English-speaking physicians from Sierra Le­
one~ Nigeria, Gambia. and Ghana. These physjeians 
studied in European (mostly British) universitie~; at 
Howard and Meharry in the United States; in Canada 
and the eariobe»n; in the Soviet Union and it~ sateJ~ 
lites; and, increasingly since independence, in Africa. 
They faced competition from British doctors and 
inaeasingly institutionalized racism, As Patton neatly 
puts it~ uimperial power, racist ideology, notions about 
bhck sexuality, and social stratification within the 
medical ranks intensified intraprofessionaJ conflict and 
eompetition" (p. lS). 

Chapter one contains a brief topical overview of 
traditional medi!':inet doctors as political leaders. the 
British and French colonial medical services, medica) 
t;ertificalion, African women physicians, reforms in 
British medical education, African medical schools, 
and dHemmas of post-independence physicialls. Chap~ 
ter two, which I found to be the weakest in the book~ 
surveys the medical profession in Africa beginning 
with Pharoanic Egypt Somehow Patton ascribes the 
Arabic term hakim (scholar, physician) to this era. In 
his diSCUSSion of Islamic medicine, he quotes from an 
artide on misunderstood Arabic-language diacritical 
marks: an interesting problem, but hardly the major 
story of the medica! profession, Patton has read only a 
tittle of the literature and might as well have left this 
chapter out. 

Fortunately, Patton is on much surer footing fOT the 
rest of the book. Chapter three describes the medical 
scene in mid-njneteenth~century Sierra Leone. He 
shows how the British authorities initially controlled 
the development of a largely British-trained African 
medical elite to Serve their own imperial interests. 
Chapters four and six show how pseudoscientific rac­
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