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national réformateur et centralisateur autour d'un parti et d’un chef: Bourguiba
qui s'imposa connme chef unique et incontesté aprés Pélimination de son principal
rival politigue, Salah ben Youssef,

L'expérience de modernisation national a touché tous les domaines de la vie:
L Ecole moderne, le droit, e particuliérernent le statut de la fermme, la familie et
Ienvironnement social, L'économie libérale céde vite la place & up dirigisme
economique de type socialiste {le socialisme destourien) d'od le développement
de poles industriels étatiques régionaux ¢t Uintégration de la paysannenie dans le
systéme de collectivisation agraire fermement défendy par le pulssant ministre
de I’économie Ahmed ben Salzh.

L/'échec de cette expérience en 1ghg et le retour & une économie libérale avec
Hédi Nouira, si il a permis de stabiliser Véconomie et de reprendre un rythme de
crossance et d'investissement soutenu, n'a pas abouti 4 la libéralisation politique.
L’interméde pluraliste des années 1980, durant lequel ont émergé les nouveaux
partis politiques {(mouvemnent islamiste, socio-démocrates et formations de gauche)
et la puissante centrale syndicale, n’a pas résisté devant les tendances mona-
polisatrices du champ politique par un Etat-Parti hégémonique. L.'échec des
élections egislatives pluralistes de 1981 en est la preuve avec son corpllaire Ja
répression du mouvement islamiste.

La fin du régime de Bourguiba en 1987 intervint dans un contexte du vide
politique et de fragilisation de I'économie et de la société, De ce point le président
Ben Ali a pu rétablir les équilibres économiques, relancé la croissance et développé
une politique sociale de lutte contre la pauvresé; il a redonné eSpOIr aux
elites politiques et intellectuelles modernes en optant pour la poursuite des
réformes modernisatrices, Le pacte national Elaboré en 1988 4 rassernblé autour de
ses principes les courants de pensées modernes les plus divers tout en corfirmant le
caractere arabo-musulman de Pidentité tunisienne. Cependant cette orientation
margue le pas avec la crise ouverte entre le pouvoir politique et le mouvement
islamiste Ennahdha & partir de 1990 et Ia répression anti-islamiste qui 5’en suivit,
Le réinvestissernent du champ politique par ke pouvoir autoritajre se confirme pour
meontrer les limites des réformes politiques annoncées auparavant, L'Etat-Parti
prend le dessus sur le processus de changement.

Par ses multiples dimensions, le travail de Kenneth Perkins ne se limite pas &
scander et 3 analyser le politiue tel que vécu par la Tunisic durant plus $'un siécle
et demi, il se veut une large rétrospective tunisienne mettant a Uceuvre le travail de
Phistorien, du pelitelogue, du socislogue et du eritique littéraire, L appréhension
des multiples registres abordés par auteur, méme si elle laisse quelgues points
dans Pombre, elle permet au lecteur de saisir les plus importants repéres de Phis-
toire de la Tunisie conternporaine et d'élucider quelques aspects de la spécificité
tunisienne pour une meilleure compréhension des mécanismes du pouviir en plece
ainst que des dynamigues er des limites du mouvernent politigue autopome.
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The editers of this engaging volume hereby served notice to zuthors of gtanda;ci
African history texts. This book features African-American ex;:xf.grers mifs t 5
interior of Liberia during the nineteenth century. Maps of explorations now m;
revision to include African-Americans ah}ngszde’ European explorers mtc? the
so-cailed ‘Dark Continent’. With an Introducft::(m, the bqok deont‘air{s _z,e\:f]en
chapters, and in Chapter 2, six maps show travels in the Lti?er’,anéf}te_‘:‘lfn}' s;mz; ?r
maps of individual interior travels repeat themselves again in diares found mn
Lh;ﬁieziiiio?s devoted much effort to locating the %merico»if:b‘erzarfs’ }:!1:11‘1@5; ang
sundry for inclusion in the book. Chapter 7 provides ethn{_»iaf}gmstz; data and
discusses indigenous knowledge and icehl}nlngzes, and the ublquzt‘e:.zsy $ a;:exér, a:ﬂs
makes place-name corrections to the interior travel accounts themse x;s; S-n ;}.g S
are annotated with an excellent bibliography 'f'far further research at the Sven {
Holsoe Collection at Indiana University. W'h_;]e some of the stanf‘lard hz‘gtorydﬁ
Liberia appears in Chapters 1~2, the disporic Se'{ders? themselves mpres?efz;t_e 13
Hundle of dialectical contradictions resulting from the interplay of {ktiantm w?z
encounters. They were descendants of Atfric::a'througin the g&faniigsiﬁz? tIi“d &f
slaves in a hostile and alien US territory, mhemg}:s ::)f trar'zsﬁ,u.tted mixe hm m:;g:,
for the continent of their descent because of th;-w enemies who sokﬂdf em. 1’:5‘
settlers through the American Colonization S{}me:ty 'nmnubenevelint ﬁpos&e
to Liberia, they found themseives treating the mdlgenqus people as they w r;
almnst treated back in the antebellum U Sg&,.' An alternative perspfwmn;e e;_nirg;
among some of the settlers within the Liberian government out ot rea g}a :ﬁ - As
the editors note ‘to forge stronger and more tfc;1‘11}abie links with the inczm
nations of the interior, ... would be mutually benef}c:s.al and would f;smhtate .mjge-
scale American colonization’ {p. 1}, Fearful .of foreigners apd colonial asanexgtmﬁ%
the Liberian government linked national pr!ci.e to exploration ané_.p;es‘ewaamnio
border expansion. Four aims emerged: to gain knowledge of the interior peep;:
and resources; to extend Liberian government conrml'nvcr t‘he ;nﬁe;mr i;?e_og e
through treaties and the ceding of territory: ‘f} negotiate v'vllh‘ oca ;if}z ;t;;; o
remove botilenecks to trade; and to establish (;izrasilan. I’t’iiﬁi&'i{?ﬂb, {rg}nx, 1\,:;3 o
region of Monrovia to the savannah reachcs{ of the NIsiamlc: anl supef“;:}r arn ﬂr;i
civilization of Musadu, located todaﬂy in Guinea. %Ensadx‘z iwas 2%0 snzﬁ X
{170 kilometers) frorm Menrovia by direct route, and *430 fig-zag rales’ {bg
kzﬁﬁﬁgiﬁ.‘u&mriaﬂs forged far into the interior, Fw;df}d thmugh a va;xet};ﬁ o%,
sources from the US, their government and «wmlthy I@benaﬂ mercl?gﬁts, t e}_
studied geometry and other relevant s:.;bje{;t‘s in preparation, A‘rmed w : ém}:,:i _
priate instruments for astronomical caEeulfmom {maps, compame%}, St-mf nu«%{ -
ometers, thermometers), and gifts (Liberia L.mz‘e Star ﬂags, pm;ems 1or‘ ::w:;a- 0%
paper, porter-carriers, Arabic Bibles and guns farprott‘:ctima}, t! t;;y £ r;ix:.n e
(with years of travel and places reached) {i?nnectlcut Tf}uua’f{’ ‘ GH?‘H \ bor;;
Seymour (1855-8, Monrovia to Bopolu-W ennwata), hY srgu:n;a ’n;tu 4 ({V”Ei‘ "
fames L. Sims {1858, Edina to Gussaduu\‘?osod}l), Delaware *free t(l}{rr{ ) ): .lid
Spencer Anderson {1870, Monravia to Ba(rhn‘e Country — Kpave “;1 ¢ . :om
Baltirnore ‘full bloodied Negro' born Benjamm L K:. Andwmn,ﬁ W -G{f "
Monrovia reached Musadu twice {18?18—9‘ 1874} and desr{rves ‘greinu ;r? ;; j{;
having been practically the only Lih@r‘fan: who ‘has made a d;rgct Jogxorri ':l tl_h o
geographical literature” {p. 241). The Smithsonian recegmzei_ :: ;r&:. n iagw
p-;_x_ﬁlis.ized copies of his bock in 1870, and the Bo?*al Geographical Secie 5, ;% aces
Anderson’s book alongside the works of s—”a:fg‘fcu_s other great expi»n::re«;vs : . r b
Livingstone and Laimg {p. 57} In efforts to {nvahdam_ the Ifram:cs—i,,l ?;:r‘mn tr!:aoj,;
of 18¢z that set Liberia’s boundary at Nionsamoridu {Just 17 mules sou
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Musadu in Guinea), French explorer Capiain & Olone, who never visited
Monrovia, attempted to discredit Anderson’s travels and astronomical calculations
in a 1903 publication, Bulfetin du Comité de Udfrigue Framemis: * Add to all that,
that Anderson, who many think to be an English person, or an American, is simply
a black Liberian; that none of his brethren have ever dared adventure more than
rokm from the sea or navigable river ... he had enly very ordinary education’
{quoted on pp. 79-80). ‘Africanist’ and French Consul Maurice Delafosse to
Monrovia deflected d'Ollone’s churges as did Anderson in his five-page rebuttal
published both in the Sicira Leone Weekiv News and in the Liberia Recorder in
1903 {pp. 84-8).

Travel in the interior was risky. Settlers were ‘black white men’ to the nterior
peoples. Monrovia had 250 inches of rainfall per year and the savannah 7o inches:
encounters with overflowing rivers and streams were frequent. The travelers had
to be excellent swirmrners, and often had 1o swim for their lives from bush-
whackers, one of whom was believed to be Samori Touré (:838—g), who caused
Beymour and assistant Levin Ash {from Indiana) to abandon their mission in 1853,

Seymour swam away injured nesr Wosedo (South of Kuankan) but Ash was cap-
tured and enslaved:

stripped naked, and a large stick fastened to his leg by an iron strap ... kept in this condition
for ten days ... one hand tied to his neck, and driven to large towns o be sold for 4 gun;

but they could make no sale uf him ... without clothes for Hfteen days, rhey were restared
to ki, )

Ash ran away later to freedom and rejoined Seymour, who never recovered from
his wounds and died later at Paynesville, October 1860,

Finally, this collaberative work depicts a history of Liberia in its most pros-
perous’ and “populous times’. It should provide inspiration to the Liberian
peoples in efforts to rebuild their nation in the millennium that began in 1847 as
the first republic in Africa,

Unrversity of Missouri - 81, Lowls ADELL PATYON, [R.

NEW APPROACHES TO GERMAN COLONIALISM
dob:roavi7/Sooz 1853705321315

Impossible Mizsions? German Economic, Military, and Humanitarian Efforts in
Africa. By Nixa BrrsiaN. Lineoln NE: University of Nebraska P:esé, 20834,
Pp. x+271. £37.95 (15BN 0-8032-1334-4),

KEY WORDS : Colonialism, historiography, posteolonial.

. Wh@]x:._in France and especially in Britain the respective colunial empires and
lr?zpm_sahsms are sull the subject of numerous engaging and controversial
historiographical debates, there is far less discussion in Germany about the -
admittedly comparatively short-lived - German colonial empire in Africa, the
Pacific and in Bhantung. All too often the history of German colonialism is tn':m(\,(i
as an appendix of the German Kaiserreich. In the meuntime there are, however, a
few solid though mostly fairly conventional surveys, at least packed with facts.
Moreover, in the course of the last three deeades, a number of academic mona-
grapbs on various aspects of German colonialiss have been published. Most of
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these present the fruits of empiricist “toil’. New appreaches in international
research on colonialistn were reflected sporadically at best; ambitious theoretical
outlines were hardly ventured, More recently some literary scholars and anthro-
pologists, mainly from the United States, have made new attempts which can
largely be subsumed under the heading of ‘ posteolonial studies’. Often on the basis
of a relatively small set of contemporary texss, these seholars attempt to dissect the
‘colonial discourse’ in imperial Germany. Though most of this work ignores much
of the empirical data available and shows a tendency to self-indulgent over-
theorisation as well as a certain ignorance of the more violent realities of colonial
rule, it apens up exciting questions, for example on race and gender. Now some
vounger historisns in Germany, ton, have taken up these ideas, looking at the
short-term as well as long-term effects of the colonial experience on German
metropolitan culture and politics.

The study by Nina Berman, a professor of German ac the University of
Nebraska, represents both the advantages and  disadvantages of the new
approaches to Germany’s colonial past. Her book focuses on Germans “who went
to Africa with “good intentions® but whose interference in local affairs often had
disastrous consequences for Africans’ {p. 1). These individuals include Max Eyth,
an engineer, who worked in Egypt in the 18fes; then Albert Schweitzer, the
famous ‘' jungle doctor’, who spent a considerable part of his life as a medieal doctor
in Lambaréné in French Equatorial Africa. After the Second World War, the
already elderly Schweitzer was celebrated by many Europeans, especially in
Germany, as an incarnation of the good Szmaritan. Moreover, Lambaréné became
a mythical site, & place where ‘ German culture’ survived during the “dark years’,
Born in Alsace, Schweitzer was a French citizen; however, this did not prevent
Germans celebrating him as ‘their' hera, The third person in Berman’s focus is
Ernst Udet, an aviator who made a movie in East Africa in the early 19308 and was
later eternalized in Carl Zuckmaver’s much-performed theatre play Des Teufels
Getieral {The Devil's General). Another chapter is devoted to Bodo Kirchoff, a
writer who visited the German army contingent in Somalia in 1963 and published
a diary of his visit. The final chapter does not deal with an individual but rather
presents the experiences of contemporary German tourists in Kenva who repeat-
edly return to the country and ‘turn into aid workers’, providing various kinds of
support to Kenyans, This part is mainly based on ethnographic fieldwork and
survey work conducted by the author.

According to Berman, the persons featuring in her book could be lahelled as
‘secular missionaries’, promoting what thev regarded as modern European civi-
Lization in African contexts. She teases out the often copsiderable discrepancy
between how these Germans viewed their role in Africa and the material
repercussions of their presence. Schweitzer, especially, is harshly criticized for hus
purrow construction of Africa and Africans and for his elitist culrural outlook.
Berman is certainly right in clsiming that the protagonists of her story failed to take
account of the complexities of the histerical and contemporary contexts of the
African societies with which theyv were dealing. However, this does not come as 4
huge surprise. Moreover, the analvtical framework seems fairly arbitrary and the
author is not very careful, to say the least, in establishing the historical contexts
of the various settings. For instance, Berman’s accounts of East Africa in the
early 1930s (where Ernst Udet's film was shot) and of Somali history are quite
superficial.

Thus Fmpossible Missions provides some interesting details and insights, but
lacks caretul contextualization as well as coherence.
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