Navarro

Learning and Development in Secondary School Settings

EP 6109, Credits: 4 hours Some field work required
	In-class course: (Some online work as well)
	Orientation to My Gateway features available under Student Tab in My Gateway
	Familiarize yourself with My Gateway features and/or complete tutorials as needed BEFORE class assignments require use of features.

	Instructor
	Virginia Navarro, Ph.D.
	

	Required Text
	Aries, E. (Ed.). (2001). Adolescent behavior: Readings and interpretations. USA: McGraw Hill/Dushkin.

Selected online journal articles


	Choose ONE of these texts
	Miller, Jody. Forthcoming, 2008. Getting Played: Violence against Urban African American Girls. New York: New York University Press.

	
	Perry, Theresa, Steele, Claude & Hilliard III, Asa. (2003). Young gifted and black: Promoting high achievement among African-American students. Boston: Beacon Press.

	
	Delpit, L. & Kilgour Dowdy, J. (Eds.) (2002). The skin that we speak: Thoughts on language and culture in the classroom. New York: New Press.

	
	Kindlon, Dan, & Thompson, Michael. (2000). Raising Cain: Protecting the emotional life of boys. New York: Ballantine Publishing Group.

	
	Abourjilie, Charles. (2001). Developing Character for Classroom: Strategies to Success: Increase Responsibility, Achievement, and Motivation in Secondary Students..Greensboro,NC: Character Development Publishing. 

	
	Devine, J & Cohen, J (2007). Making Your School Safe. iNew York: Teachers College Press.

	Bulletin Description
	Investigation of teaching and learning theories and research on the developmental needs of pre-adolescent and adolescent students. Issues of cognitive, moral and social development, motivation, and assessment will be analyzed and debated. Emphasis will be on theoretical and practical approaches to constructing and analyzing a learning system. Includes field experiences.

	Course Purpose
	This course is designed to integrate knowledge about adolescent development with learning theories, particularly the process of identity development, and how gender, race, and ethnicity shape this process in a cultural world. Understanding multiple strategies to promote learning and optimal development will help you make informed teaching decisions. Identifying ways to document student learning and designing curricula to align with adolescent needs are additional goals. These objectives are examined through readings, discussions, presentations, and personal research.

	Course Objectives
	· Embed current adolescent research within an historical context.

	
	· Explain Erickson’s stage theory of development and its implications for developmentally appropriate teaching in secondary settings.

	
	· Apply Marcia’s four identity statuses as a lens to understand the behavior of your students.

	
	· Analyze the unique challenges involved in racial and ethnic identity within a white privileged culture.

	
	· Synthesize various interactional effects among social class, language, learning, and power.

	
	· Write about the ways gender shapes identity and content learning including ways to invite male and female students into active learning.

	
	· Compare and contrast theoretical perspectives on cognitive development, including how you will translate theory into practice.

	
	· Investigate both positive and negative aspects of peer relationships in high school.

	
	· Research a teaching problem, question, or puzzle in order to strategize future solutions.

	
	· Read the latest research on teen challenges such as parenthood, dropping out, delinquency, mental illness, chemical dependence, etc. 

	
	· Design a character education approach to classroom management that will help build relationships within a strong learning community in your classroom.


	Instructional Strategies
	Students must have My Gateway capability and check regularly for updates. We will primarily use Group Communication Tools, Discussion Boards, External Links, Course Information, Course Documents, and Gradebook features.

Since concept learning evolves through one’s own activity and dialogue with others, it is expected that assigned readings will be completed before the deadlines and that participation will be active and reflective. Late work will only be accepted if the instructor is notified beforehand and documentation is provided. All written assignments should be turned in to me when due AND put in the Drop Box under Course Documents folder. DB postings must be completed by the dates indicated on the schedule.

	Expectations
	Learning is optimized through authentic dialogue with text authors, the instructor, and one another. Because of the intense nature of summer courses, it is imperative that students take responsibility for self-directed learning and positive leadership. Careful reading of assigned texts and citations from these authors in your written work are essential to class success. The class will have opportunity to do small group communication on My Gateway to allow students to collaborate on book panels through electronic asynchronous time. Pose questions or puzzles for general discussion from the readings on the DB. Read the How to Read a case study posting before reading the case studies.
Please respect the time and work of peers by responding courteously to diverse viewpoints, checking spelling before posting on the DB, thinking about the impact of your words before posting off the cuff, etc. Use APA style for all assignments (Google search of "APA style" provides multiple models) and conform to the dictates in the Student Bulletin regarding academic honesty and plagiarism. Notify me promptly of any difficulties you are experiencing in the course or within groups.
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