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1.  COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will explore several frameworks for thinking geographically.  It will examine a variety of geographic concepts and specializations within the study of world regions.  

2.  LEARNING OUTCOMES:

The student will:

a) explain the five themes of geography as a structure for examining and understanding the differences which can be observed in different regions of the world.

b) apply the five themes framework to study the geography of a country or region.

c) use the spatial perspective to examine the interactions which occur within places and among places.

d) apply Barry Commoner’s four laws of ecology to the human use of the earth.

e) explore the relationship between physical and cultural (or human) geography.

3. SCHEDULE OF READINGS, CLASS ASSIGNMENTS, LECTURES/DISCUSSIONS, STUDENT PROJECT, QUIZZES AND EXAMS.

Note:  Quizzes and tests will be over the chapters indicated plus any notes and/or readings since the previous quiz or test.

Labor Day Holiday – Monday, September 5 – no classes

	Class
	Suggested Schedule of class topics & Online Study
	Readings 

	Week of

Aug. 22
	-- Introduction – Nature of Geography/ Structures for geographic study
–– Five themes
	Read Ch. 1 & 2 and Appendeces  I & II

	Week of

Aug. 29
	– Maps & projections
-- Climate
	Ch. 3

	Week of

Sept. 5
	Monday is Labor Day Holiday

– Climate/ Landforms: endogenous forces 

 – Landforms exogenous forces
	Ch. 4

	Week  of

Sept. 12
	–  Cycles, systems, biosphere

– Biosphere & 4 laws if ecology
	

	Week of

Sept. 19
	– Wrap-up, clean-up, overflow day

– Demography
	Ch. 5

	Week of

Sept 26
	- spatial patterns & migration

– Migration/ Cultural geography
	Ch. 6

	Week of

Oct. 3
	Cultural geography  
	Ch. 7

	Week of

Oct. 10
	– Culture/Language & religion
–  language & religion
	

	Week of Oct. 17
	– Agricultural geography
– Agricultural geography
	Ch. 8

	Week of

Oct. 24
	– Resources

- Resources
	Ch. 9

	Week of

Oct. 31
	– Human Environment Interaction
	Ch. 10

	Week of

Nov. 7
	– Urban Geography
	Ch. 11

	Week of

Nov. 14
	-- Political Geography
	Ch. 12 & Appendix III

	Week of

Nov. 21
	Fall Break – NO CLASSES
	

	Week of

 Nov. 28
	-  Economic Geography
	Ch. 13

	Week of

Dec. 05
	Tie up loose ends
W & R – FREE DAYS or help (individual student choice)
	

	Week of

Dec. 12
	Final Exams in the OTC
	


Final Exam will be given in the OTC (online testing center) between  12/13/10 and 12/16/10 be sure to make an appointment early – DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE – FAILURE GO GET AN APPOINTMENT WILL RESULT IN NO FINAL EXAM SCORE BEING POSSIBLE FOR YOU.

Special Bonus Points Opportunities:  If an appropriate activity such as the Fall Technology conference or the Korean Culture Night becomes available, you will be notified.  
	OFFICIAL Online Internet Test/Quiz Schedule

	Item
	Where test is taken or meeting is held
	Day available
	Time
	Day removed
	Time

	Quiz 1
	Anywhere
	8/29
	8 a.m.
	8/31
	8 p.m.

	Quiz 2
	Anywhere
	9/05
	8 a.m.
	9/07
	8 p.m.

	Test 1
	Testing Center by appointment
	9/14
	OTC opening time
	9/24
	OTC closing time

	Quiz 3
	Anywhere
	9/27
	8 a.m.
	9/29
	8 p.m.

	Test 2
	Testing Center by appointment
	10/13
	OTC opening time
	10/23
	OTC closing time

	Quiz 4
	Anywhere
	10/28
	8 a.m.
	10/30
	8 p.m.

	Test 3
	Testing Center by appointment
	11/10
	OTC opening time
	11/18
	OTC closing time.

	Quiz 5
	Anywhere
	11/28
	8 a.m.
	11/30
	8 p.m.

	Test 4
	Testing Center by appointment
	12/05
	OTC opening time.
	12/11
	OTC closing time

	Required Readings Test
	Anywhere (one time only)
	First day of class
	Any time
	Last day of class
	midnight

	Final Exam
	Testing Center by appointment
	12/12
	OTC opening time
	12/15
	OTC closing time


USING THE OTC:  There are now two OTCs on campus one on North Campus and one on South Campus. You may take tests at either one of them. Be sure to record the date, time, and LOCATION for each appointment.  In the Courses Information section of MyGateway, I’ve placed maps you can download showing the location on each campus.
4. RESOURCES:

PowerPoint lectures and printable slides

Text Used: Introduction to Geography (5th ed.) by Dahlman et.al. – published by Prentice-Hall

Atlas  (included in the textbook package for free or half price)

Prentice-Hall CD may also be packaged with the book for free
REQUIRED READING:  Three Readings - they can be downloaded from the Required Reading Page on my web site.  http://www.umsl.edu/~naumannj/required%20readins%20page.html  
The internet – http://www.prenhall.com/Dahlman.  Other internet sources are given in the textbook and on my web page http://www.umsl.edu/~naumannj/index.html. 

5. IMPORTANT NOTES (Online section disregard attendance information. You are, however, expected to be at the mandatory meeting on the second Monday): Regular attendance is expected, and a record of attendance will be maintained.  Students are expected to arrive on time – tardiness is disruptive, rude, and does not give the impression that you take your education seriously.  I will usually be available for assistance before the class period in Tower 303.  
6. No make-up work will be allowed for missed tests, quizzes, or a project if one is assigned.  

7. QUIZZES WILL BE TAKEN ON-LINE IN MYGATEWAY: Quizzes will be taken electronically in MyGateway. You will be given 6 opportunities to take the quiz and you will be assigned the highest of the grades.  Go to the Assignments section and select  the Quiz listed in the folder.  If the folder is empty, then there is no quiz available . The quiz will become available at 8:00 AM on the scheduled day and remain available for 84 hours.  After that, the opportunity to take the quiz will be gone.  You will have better luck taking it on campus  If you do not successfully submit the quiz, you will be locked out and prevented from taking it again – this is less likely to happen if the quiz is taken on an UMSL computer.  If for some reason you are “locked out,” e-mail me immediately, and I will unlock it and e-mail you that you will be able to try it again (don’t wait until the last minute to take it and don’t wait a day or two to check for my reply).

TESTS MAY BE TAKEN BY APPOINTMENT IN THE ONLINE TESTING CENTER ON EITHER CAMPUS.  It is best to make appointments online or in person because doing it by phone or by e-mail may take longer and might be more likely to be unintentionally messed up.  Be sure to check your appointment confirmation to see on which campus you are scheduled.  The North Campus OTC is usually not open on weekends. On weekdays, only one of the locations may be open, so double check your confirmation to insure that you go to the correct location. The tests will appear in the Assignments Folder, just liken the quizzes; however, you cannot take tests at home because you need a secret password to access the test.  The staff at the OTC has that password. Make your appointments early.   Tests will be available at 8:00 a.m. (or whenever they open for the day) on the starting date indicated on the schedule and will remain for approximately 10-11 days, ending at the closing of the OTC for the final day. “I couldn’t get an appointment,” will not be an acceptable excuse for missing a test.  The only exception would be if the OTC informed me that the power was cut off at that time. Trying to make an appointment at the last minute may be a very unfortunate choice – one I wouldn’t recommend making. Special emergency situations will be considered individually: hospitalization, death, etc.. Don’t wait until the last minute to make an appointment. You may be out of luck – make the ppointment before the test becomes available..  Location:  The South Campus OTC is located the first floor of the South Campus Computing Building (Building 31 on the South Campus map).  The North Campus OTC is on the ground floor of the J.C. Penny Building (room 075). Campus Map site; http://www.umsl.edu/misc/Maps/.
Test on the last week and final week:  Practically every instructor on campus will be giving tests in those weeks (some at the OTC).  You may not be able to get an appointment at the last minute in those weeks, even if you could for the previous tests. So, you’ve been forewarned. 

Contacting me or leaving messages:

1. Students may leave messages in my mailbox in SSB408.  You may call 516-4147 and leave a message if I’m not in.  E-mail will probably get a faster response – I check my e-mail at least once a day. I am only in the office on Monday through Thursday – rarely am I there on Friday or Saturday and never on Sunday.  If you call after 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, I probably won’t get the message until Monday morning around 6:30 a.m.
2. My e-mail address at home and at school is naumannj@msx.umsl.edu  -- this address is the My Gateway e-mail address.  You should check your MyGateway e-mail account daily and check MyGateway for announcements and for course materials.  If you let your mailbox become full, you will not receive any epmails until you make room. “I didn’t get the e-mail” will not be an acceptable excuse for your missing something. If you are having trouble finding information to answer study guide questions, check the Discussion Board in My Gateway (you get bonus points for using the discussion board) and/or e-mail me with your problem.  I am happy to help.

3. Office Hour:  Monday-Thursday, in T 303 (Official hours in RED – times in black are when I’m usually on campus and available unofficially)
a. Monday – 6:30-7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m -1:00 p.m.
b. Tuesday – 8-9 a,m. & noon – 3:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. & after class by appointment
c. Wednesday 6:30-7:30 a.m. & after class by appointment
d. Thursday – 8:30 a.m. -5:00 p.m. & after class by appointment
Reading the textbook is essential, as quiz and test questions will rely heavily upon the textbook. Lectures will supplement the textbook and may not cover all the points from the book that may be tested and may contain information not found in the textbook, so taking notes is essential.  It is assumed that students can and will read the textbook and ask questions if some points aren’t clear. 

Using MyGateway: Check My Gateway for printing up the power point slides – you can take notes on them in class.  The printouts should be very helpful.  It would be a serious mistake not to print them out.  Check My Gateway Course Documents for study guides, test and quiz answers, supplementary readings, free software downloads, and power point slides.  Also check My Gateway discussion board for the forums.  You can use that to ask each other for help.  I will check it periodically and offer help.  You can earn up to a total of 35 bonus points for using the discussion board (2 pts for asking a question and 5 pts for supplying an answer that is at least 50% correct).  There will be a graphic sharing forum also (extra 10 bonus points possible there).  This forum will be for submitting a MS Word document with at least one good picture illustrating something we have studied or will be studying – there should be at least one paragraph explaining the photo and how it relates to our class.
WIMBA – PRONTO: This is an instant messaging feature being added to MyGateway.  I plan to learn about it and will try to be available on it.  I may set up a schedule for it so you will know when I will be planning to be available online. You can also have a group of students using the feature to work on study guides together, for example.

Supplementary Materials:  In the course documents folder, you will find one marked Supplementary Materials.  This can be a very useful folder,  It contains supplementary readings, power points, videos, etc.  These may help you understand some of the topics better.  You should check to see what is in each chapter folder.  This is not required material, but extra material that may help you if the class lecture and textbook leave some things unclear for you.

Helpful Note:  To print the PowerPoint slides, use a computer at UMSL (a phone modem takes forever).  Open up Mozilla Foxfire and Under Current Students on the UMSL home page, select MyGateway.  Don’t select MyGateway from the desktop (it will open in Internet Explorer).  When you select a PowerPoint presentation to print, you will be asked if you want it to open in PowerPoint – check yes.  Then select handouts from the menu – don’t select slide.  The default is 6 slides pre page of handout.  If MyGateway is opened in Internet Explorer, save the file to the desktop or a flash drive and open it in PowerPoint from that saved file. If newer versions of Mozilla Foxfire or Internet Explorer have been installed on university computers, this problem may no longer exist.  If you do have problems, however, the student workers in the computer labs can help you figure this out – the lab on the first floor of SSB is a particularly good place to go for help (it’s the headquarters for instructional computer support on campus).
EXTRA CREDIT:  No extra-credit work will be assigned or accepted other than official Bonus Point activities that I have made available (see my Web Site for the possibilities, directions, and sample projects). No more than 150 bonus points will be added to the quiz and test points.

6.  EVALUATION (general guidelines:

a) Quizzes (five are given & one is dropped): 80 points

b) Four tests (800 points)

c) Required Readings Test (60 points)

d) Optional final exam: 200 points  -- If you miss an exam, you may take the optional comprehensive final exam administered in the week scheduled for the final exams.  If you have not missed an exam, you may also take the optional comprehensive exam.  Your grade then will be based on your four best exam scores.  If you are pleased with your grade based on the 4 quizzes, the required reading test, and 4 tests, there is no need to take the final – the decision is yours. The optional final will be 200 questions – approximately 50 questions from each of the four tests.
Grades:

A
855-940 points


A-
845-854

B+
835-844

B
760-834

B-
750-759

C+
740-649

C
665-739

C-
655-664

D+
645-654

D
570-644

D-
560-564

	Grading System: 

	A - Superior
B - Above Average
C - Average
D - Below Average (Undergrad Only)
F - Failed
S - Satisfactory (Undergrad Only)
U - Unsatisfactory (Undergrad Only)
	DL - Delayed Grade
EX - Excused
AU - Audit
Y - Unauthorized Withdrawal
(no basis for evaluation

	

	Points: 

	 
B+ = 3.3 grade pts per hr 
C+ = 2.3 grade pts per hr 
D+ = 1.3 grade pts per hr 
 
	A = 4.0 grade pts per hr 
B = 3.0 grade pts per hr 
C = 2.0 grade pts per hr 
D = 1.0 grade pts per hr 
F = 0.0 grade pts per hr 
	A- = 3.7 grade pts per hr 
B- = 2.7 grade pts per hr 
C- = 1.7 grade pts per hr 
D- = 0.7 grade pts per hr 
 


Classroom Responsibilities

Faculty Responsibilities

The instructor: (When a valid exception exists, it should be explained by the instructor and students should be informed in a timely manner.)

· Shows respect for students and other faculty.

· Does not discriminate against any student for any reason.

· Sets standards for excellence in student work.

· Encourages student participation in discussion, when appropriate.

· Is open-minded and responsive to student questions and comments.

· Uses effective examples in class to aid students’ understanding.

· Uses a variety of teaching methods to address different learning styles.

· Makes effective use of the instructional technology available at the university.

· Is available before class and outside of class for consultation.

· Is prepared for each and every class.

· Shows enthusiasm about the subject material.

· Demonstrates knowledge of the subject.

· Shows interest in students’ success outside the classroom.

· Begins and ends each class on time.

· Uses textbook(s) as an integral part of the course, if a text is required.

· Develops a clear syllabus with an explicit description of course requirements and grading policy.

· Adheres to the syllabus or clearly explains any changes.

· Develops a clear and fair attendance policy, in accordance with university policies.

· Provides timely feedback on tests and/or papers and projects.

· Develops tests and assignments, which fairly and accurately assess the knowledge gained in the course.

· Maintains involvement in his professional field.

Student Responsibilities (some may not apply to online students)
The student: (When a valid exception exists, it should be discussed and okayed by the instructor.)

· Makes education one of his/her top priorities.

· Prepares for each class by completing all readings and/or assignments.

· Attends class regularly.

· Comes to class on time.

· Remains until class is over. (Leaving early is bad manners and is unacceptable behavior)

· Exceptions:

· Sudden, uncontrollable need for the restroom.

· Student has informed instructor before class of a special circumstance.

· Special medical needs of which the instructor has been informed.

· Asks relevant questions in class for clarification or seeks help outside of class, if necessary.

· Pays attention during class (sleeping is rude and unacceptable).

· Studies approximately 2 hours per week for each credit hour taken (undergraduates) or 3-4 hours (graduates.)

· Practices policies regarding academic honesty.

· Submits complete assignments on time, according to instructor’s requirements.

· Informs the instructor of any special circumstances in a timely manner.  (e.g. athletics, ADA accommodations, etc.)

· Participates in relevant class discussion using language appropriate to a university classroom.

· Shows respect for other students and instructor in the classroom.

· Shows respect for alternative points of view.  
Fall Semester begins with the first day of class. It is expected that you plan your schedule to attend the first class and all scheduled classes.

CALENDAR: FALL SEMESTER, 2011
 AUGUST 
22 Monday: Classes begin 8:00 a.m. 

28 Sunday: Last day any student may enroll (enter a course for credit). 

Last day Registrar’s Office will automatically move students from the wait list to open sections. 

SEPTEMBER 
03 Saturday: Labor Day Holiday Begins 5:00 p.m. 

06 Tuesday: Classes resume 8:00 a.m. 

19 Monday: Last day to drop a course or withdraw from school without receiving a grade. 

Last day any student may place a course on Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis. 

OCTOBER 
17 Monday: Mid Semester. 

NOVEMBER 
14 Monday: Last day a student may drop or withdraw from a course with a grade. 

19 Saturday: Fall Break (Thanksgiving Holiday) begins at 5:00 p.m. 

28 Monday: Classes resume 8:00 a.m. 

DECEMBER 
10 Saturday: Classes end 5:00 p.m. 

12 Monday: Final examinations begin. 

17 Saturday: Fall Semester closes, end of day. 

17 Saturday: Mid-Year Commencement. 

Notes: 

. . Students are urged to enroll upon admission, do not wait. 

. . Students entering courses after the first day of classes are responsible for ALL assigned course work. Please note: Classes 

may have progressed to the point where completing all assigned work may be difficult. Students may wish to contact the 

instructor prior to enrolling.



This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.


The student is responsible for being aware of changes; therefore, regular attendance and/or daily checks of MyGateway (including e-mail) is necessary.  Keeping aware of any necessary changes is the responsibility of the student.
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