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“There is a great deal that is inspiring about this book. It is produced by committed literacy practitioners working for social justice.
There are too few books that explicitly deal with literacy and social justice and too few that include accounts of its complexity writ-
ten by practitioners. A high degree of reflexivity is demonstrated by many of the contributors about their pedagogy and its effects,
which makes it ideal for teacher-researcher communities and study groups.”

Barbara Comber, Hawke Research Institute for Sustainable Societies, Australia

Demonstrating the power and potential of educators working together to use literacy practices that make changes in people's
lives, this collaboratively written book blends the voices of participants in a teacher-led professional development group to pro-
vide a truly lifespan perspective on designing critical literacy practices. It joins these educators’ stories with the history and prac-
tices of the group - K-12 classroom teachers, adult educators, university professors, and community activists who have worked
together since 2001 to better understand the relationship between literacy and social justice. Exploring issues such as gender
equity, linguistic diversity, civil rights and freedom and war, the book showcases teachers’ reflective practice in action and offers
insight into the possibilities and struggles of teaching literacy through a framework of social justice.

Designing Socially Just Learning Communities models an innovative form of professional development for educators and re-
searchers who are seeking ways to transform educational practices. The teachers' practices and actions — in their classrooms
and as members of the teacher research group — will speak loudly to policy-makers, researchers, and activists who wish to work
alongside them.

Rebecca Rogers is Associate Professor of Literacy at the University of Missouri-St. Louis. Her research fo- Hb: 978-0-415-99759-1
cuses on language, identity and power in and out of school contexts. $135.00
Melissa Mosley is Assistant Professor of Language and Literacy at the University of Texas at Austin. Her re- Pb: 978-0-415-99762-1
search focuses on critical literacy learning across the lifespan, particularly how teachers and students together $41.95

use literacy practices toward social action in and out of the classroom. February 2009
Mary Ann Kramer is Coordinator for Adult Education and Literacy in the St. Louis Public Schools. Prior to
this position, she served as Director of the Southside Women’s Center, a community-based women'’s resource
center.

The Literacy for Social Justice Teacher Research Group is a grassroots, teacher-led professional develop-
ment group dedicated to exploring and acting on the relationships between literacy and social justice.

Contents:

I. Beginnings: Chapter 1: Introduction; Chapter 2: A Framework for Critical Literacy Across the Lifespan: A Case Study of the Literacy for So-
cial Justice Teacher Research Group

Il. An Entry Point: Developing Critical Stances: Chapter 3: Talking about War in a Second Grade Classroom, Melissa Mosley; Chapter 4:
Writing our Way to Cultural Understandings, Rebecca Light ; Chapter 5: Learning to Listen: Creating Socially Just Curricula for Middle and High
School Classrooms, Sarah Hobson; Chapter 6: “No Disrespect”: Literature Discussion as Social Action, Carolyn Fuller; Chapter 7: Response
Chapter Developing Critical Stances and Multiple Perspectives, Bridgette Jenkins, Mary Ann Kramer, Meredith Labadie, Melissa Mosley, Kathryn
Pole and Ben Yavitz

Ill. An Entry Point: Critical Inquiry and Analysis: Chapter 8: Shared Leadership, Adolescent Literacies, and Social Justice Education in the
“Third Space”, Melissa Mosley and Margaret Finders; Chapter 9: Establishing a Critical Literacy Lab in an Adult Education Center, Mary Ann
Kramer and Rhonda Jones; Chapter 10: Center for Human Origins and Cultural Diversity: A Catalyst for Social Justice and Racial Literacy,
Jackie Lewis-Harris; Chapter 11: Response Chapter Critical Inquiry and Analysis: Making Space for Critical Literacy, Carolyn Brown, Ora Clark-
Lewis, Aleshea Ingram, Mary Ann Kramer, and Melissa Mosley

IV. An Entry Point Building Community: Chapter 12: New Teachers Developing as Educators/Activists, Liesl Buechler and Kate Lofton;
Chapter 13: Working within and against Heterosexist and Homophobic Schools: Social Justice and High School Journalism, Janet DePasquale;
Chapter 14: Following the Circles: Organizing for Justice through Literacy Education, Sarah Beaman-Jones; Chapter 15: Response Chapter
Building Relationships of Struggle and Solidarity, Angela Folkes, Cristina Mann, Melissa Mosley, Rebecca Rogers and Alina Slapac

V. What Is and What Might Be: Chapter 16: Designing Socially Just Learning Spaces Across the Lifespan: What Is and What Might Be
Appendix | Declaration Statement; Appendix || Frameworks of Critical Literacy Lab: Engaged Instruction; References




RO

=

OYLE, SLLE,,

S -0 e

', [ J,
¢l - o .
& Franc'® % Franc”

o,
“p o

For ordering information outside of North or South America,

please email book.orders@tandf.co.uk or call + 44 (0) 1264 343070

To order in the US, Canada, & Latin America:
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