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American explorer Meriwether Lewis crossed the Mississippi River from Cahokia, Ill., to attend the event 
and sign the transfer document as a witness.  With the transaction complete, Lewis and William Clark 
assumed the monumental task of following the Missouri River westward.  Their expedition created a rich 
trove of information about the peoples, geography, flora and fauna in the Upper Louisiana Territory. 
 
 
TIMELINE 
 
1762   France cedes Louisiana Territory to Spain in Treaty of Paris 
 
1800              Spain secretly returns Louisiana Territory to France in Treaty of San Isle 
   de fonso 
 
1802    Cession of Louisiana Territory announced to United States Congress 
 
April 30, 1803  United States buys the Louisiana Territory for $15 million 
 
July 4, 1803  Louisiana Purchase announced to the American people 
 
November 30, 1803 Spain transfers Lower Louisiana, including New Orleans, to France 
 
December 20, 1803 France transfers Lower Louisiana to the United States 
 
March 9-10, 1804     Three Flags Ceremony in St. Louis; Spain transfers Upper Louisiana to France, 

which then transfers it to the United States 
 
May 14, 1804         Lewis and Clark leave from Wood River, Ill., entering the newly acquired 

Louisiana Territory 
 
 
 




