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This festival commemorates the reasons for that moniker, including the final ceremony of the 
Louisiana Purchase and the starting point for the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  It’s a perfect 
setting for the public release of the new Jefferson nickel.” 
   
Activities at the Three Flags Festival range from a scholarly symposium and exhibits of 
significant art, artifacts, and historical documents to family-style festivals, religious  
ceremonies, a variety of concerts and a tour of the historic Creole Corridor in Missouri  
and Illinois.  The festival will culminate with the Three Flags Ceremony on the banks of the 
Mississippi on the grounds of The Gateway Arch.  Noted historian and author Dayton Duncan 
will emcee the ceremony.  Dignitaries and performers from around the world will participate.   
  
The Native American Osage Nation will play an important role in the festival.  The Saint Louis 
Art Museum will open its acclaimed exhibit “Art of the Osage” during the festival.  Osage 
participants will offer an Opening Prayer Ceremony at the Three Flags Ceremony, and Principal 
Chief James Gray will represent the nation in all formal ceremonies and events. 
  
“In many ways, St. Louis is as significant to our nation’s history and identity as is Philadelphia or 
Boston,” said Sayad.  “We are certainly honored that the United States Mint as well as our 
European and Native American friends will be part of our celebration.” 
 

### 
  
Note to Editors:  More information about and photos of the nickel designs are available at 
www.usmint.gov.  More information about the Three Flags Festival is available at 
http://louisianapurchase.umsl.edu.    
 




