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On February 23, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) released the new Clean Air Act 

standards for boilers and incinerators, aiming to significantly reduce the toxic air pollution from 

major corporations. The University of Missouri-St. Louis’s own Professor Lea-Rachel Kosnik was 

able to play a role in the success of this legislation, working in tandem with a menagerie of other 

experts and icons in a wide assortment of fields. 

According to Kosnik, a group known as the Union of Concerned Scientists spearheaded the initiative. 

They drafted a select group of people, including a celebrity, Natalie Portman, a climate scientist, and 

an economist. 

The Union of Concerned Scientists, a nonprofit advocacy group involved in a number of 

environmental causes, sought to bring the input of the scientific community to the EPA’s latest 

venture. As a leading environmental economist, Kosnik is in high demand for projects like these. 

Professor Kosnik has been doing work in air quality for some time now, and has become a popular 

economist in Missouri based on this subject. Her official role as an environmental and energy 

economist (Kosnik being one of the few people with a PhD on the subject) means that when private 

or government organizations are looking for an expert on an environmental issue, especially one with 

a background in economic policy, Kosnik is key figure. 

Kosnik believes that the new standards issued by the EPA marks a victory for both herself and the 

Union of Concerned Scientists. While the group supported the EPA’s initial Clean Air Act standards 

in its efforts to hold companies to stricter emissions standards, they felt the plan was not very 

economical. They urged a trimming of some of the budget excesses of the EPA’s original proposal. 

The receptive, diplomatic attitude the EPA takes towards its policies meant that the group’s input was 

integrated into the act without conflict. 

The EPA determines their standards through input from outside sources, meaning that anyone, 

whether a scientist, economist, or student can get involved. Kosnik believes that the group was 

successful in achieving what it wanted with its letter to EPA administrator Lisa Jackson. The 

admissions standards are strong, and they effectively halved the costs of implementing the act from 

around $4 billion to $2 billion, making them both cost-effective and stringent. 

Although Kosnik’s part in the Union of Concerned Scientist’s latest outing may be coming to a close, 

she still considers her work far from over. Kosnik remains committed to bringing her unique 

perspective as an economist to the ongoing environmentalist dialogue. She encourages UMSL 

students to take a similarly passionate approach towards their particular areas of interest, hoping that 

this gives them a greater stake in their future. If nothing else, it provides a great way to meet 

interesting, and famous people like Natalie Portman. 
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