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PRESIDEN

The Filth International
Conference in Adult Education
(Confintea ¥}, sponsored by the
Unuted Nations’ Education, Scien-
tric, and Cultural Organization,
(UNESCOY 15 now lustory: [ was
one of fourteen observer/particl-
pants from AACE amonyg the
more than 1.800 delegates who
allended from 160 nations
around the world Held in Haun-
burg, Germany, July 14-18, 1997,
the most immediale outcomes of
the conlerence were two docu-
ments: (17 A Declaration on Adull
Learning, I the form of 2 mam-
festos and £2) an Agenda for the
Future, contuning suseres of
more specific and detled propos-
als. The theme of the conference,
“Adult Leirning: Kev To The
Twenty-First Century,” was divided
into ten sub-themes, which
riveted our allention on Adull
Learning as a fundamental and
universal right, and indispensable
ol for the survival of humamty,
& joy or manifestaticn of self-
determinalion and quality of [ife,
and, a responsibility Lo be shared,
in becoming organized for adult
leamning

The (irst four conferences
sponscred by UNESCO were held
in Elsinore, Denmark m 1948,
Montreal, Canada in 1960, Tokvo,
Japan in 1972, Paris, France in
1985, and were focused almost
exclusively on “adull literacy
This conference in Hamburg,
Germany was the firsl one to
break oul from those boundaries
of defining adult learning as liter-
acy, and aim for the objectives of:

4 A~ Adult Learning
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Organized For Adult Learning

* Acknowledging the critical
importance of adult leaming,

* Feorging worldwide comimt-
ments for adulis’ right to learn:

* Exchanging experience on
present provision and needed
Improvements,

» Recommending future
policy and priorities and adopting
A Declaration on Adult Learning
and An Agendat Tor the Future,
and.

* Promoling nlemation:l
Co-aperation.

This conference in
Hamburg, Germany was
the first one to break
out from those boundaries
of defining adult learning
as literacy. ..

The various national delega-
tions expressed delight that there
was a USA presence and voice «t
the conference, in light of the fact
that the USA has not been a mem-
ber of UNESCO for fourteen years
In addition, the warm greetings
sent by President Bill Clinton,
commending the participants for
their work in adult education,
were enthusiastically received by

everyone when the message was
flashed on the screen al a plenan
session, and was published in the
daily conference newspaper The
USA observer delegation of thir-
leen peaple from the governmen-
tal sector and thirty people from
the non-governmental seclor met
dauly. to share information and
reports with each other about
what was transpiring i the ses-
stons, and o olr conneclions
with the conference in being
orcanized for adult leaming

The ter sub-themes addressed
al the conference were nudicative
of the things with which MACE
I, er could sippropriately be,
unoled,

 Adult learnmy and the chal-
lenges of the twenty-limst century
such as demecracy, peace. indige-
nous cultures, and minority/
majority cooperation;

e [mproving the conditions
and quality of adult learning in
unversities, university-communi-
ty partnersiups, research, decu-
mentation networks, and policies
of glebal transformation

= Ensuring the universal rights
Lo lileracy and basic education in
various regions, leaming sirale-
aies, social development. multi-
lingual/inter-cultural setuings,
and community development,

* Promoting the empcwerment
of wormen through adult learning
in women's issues and raising
gender Issues;

* Adult learning and the
changing world of work in its
impact on adull education and
training, programs, and policy

i and social imphications.

= Adult learning In the context
of environment, health and pop-
ulation in environmental action,
health promotion, and popula-
tion 1ssues;

o Adult learning, culture, mediaL,
and building bridges through nes
technologes,

= Adult fearnmeg for all — the
potential of education for aging
populations, nugrants, prisoners,
and persons with disibilies,

* The economics of aduit
learnmg through the gavernment

I role and private enterprise, il

« Enhancing internationz
coaperation and soluditriy

This is undoubtedly « hroad
scope ind wide spectrom of aduit
education, whieh will see us well
into the wenty-first century 13 we
are organized for adult learning,

I eertainly can agree with the
words of Paul Belanger, General
Secretary lo the Confintea \
Conference, in applving to AMCE
what he said, ~Never before has so
much attention been paid to the
problem of hiteracy, the mdwid-
ual's claim of the right to learn
throughout life, of the necessity
of continuing training, and the
urgent need Lo SUpPCTT CcOMITUNi-
ty life from within™ because “at
the moment  citizens' creativity
is more than ever becoming the
main resource Lhal will enable
societies to face up Lo the political,
economic, and cultural challenges
on the horizon.” As we serve con-
stituencies in the field of adult

See President’s Podium, p 7




perspeclives are also listed. Includ-
ed are the work of Henry Louis
Gates, Walt Whitman, Sorua
Sanchez, Gecrgia O'Keefe, W E.
B. Du Bois, Maria Hong, and Julia
Alvarez, a3 well as many more
covering the subjects of rural and
small town America, immigra-
tion, age, music, women, and
cultures, among others

This book, however, goes
beyond a mere annotation of
available titles by offering sugges-
tions on how to use these mivteri-
als A workplace literacy tutor at
the Ohlo State Unuversity Medical
Center, Weibel speaks with the
voice ol experience. The books
and metheds recommended are
for students in adull basic educa-
tion (ABE), although the malen-
als wauid be suitable for students

of English as a second language
(ESL); adaptability is mentioned
in the annotations for some titles
Each chapter suggests a variety
of ways to use the books. Weibel
indicates how “reading” art and
photography can exercise mtellec-
tual and critical thinking skills
that students will eventually apply
to their [deas and stories Sample
lessons for using periodical index-
es, reference books, memorrs,
children’s books for famuly Liter-
acy, and poetry are provided.
Teaching strategies include read-
ng aloud to students. using
whole Janguage, and teaching
reading methodologies. The
chapter on using nonficLion
books suggests an “information
reading technique™ that involves
reading out loud. discussion, and

writing. After the teacher reads
the selection, the student is asked
to discuss the matenal that the
teacher then writes down and uses
for the reading text,

Helpful notes 1o libranans and
literacy tutors are presented in
each chapter. For example, Weibel
includes ideas for Lbrarians on
creating library displays and
sponsaring such literacy projects
15 oral history evenls, author
visits, and technology workshops
for new readers. Notes to literacy
tutors are filled with methods
that extend individual activiies
lo mclude outreach into the com-
munuty through group projects,
letter wniting o the local newspa-
per editor, and nformation events
for new readers and therr families

While almost 700 titles are

listed and arranged by chapter,
subject, author, and (itle, the real
contribution of this book is the
comprehensive approach Weibel
takes i presenling us wilh exam-
ples of how to make reading
enjoyable using the resources of
our local librarfes.

—by Barbara Sparks
Unwersity of Nebraska-
Lmncoln

“Resources” s edited by
Trenton R. Ferro. Adult and

Communty Edliecation. 200

Souffer Hatl. Indiana Unwersi-
iy of Pennsylvania, Indiana. PA
15705

<irlerro@gurove. iup.edi >

Prestedent’s Pocieirn, contimied from p 4
education, reminding ourselves of
this will help us become betler
organized for adull learning.

This working conference, with
ILs plenary sessions, receplion,
thematic working groups, public
round Lables, commissions, dia-
logues, caucus groups, publishing
of a daily newspaper, paying Lrib-
ute to recently deceased adult
educators, rubbing shoulders and
discussing with others in the
halls, synthesis, streel party, adop-
tion of A Declaration on Adull
Learning and An Agenda For The
Future, and translation of the ses-
sions into seven languages, truly
made it a conference organized
for adult [eamning,

Anumber of media opportuni-
lies were presenled to some from
the USA delegation. Catherine
Wolters from Ohuo arranged for
herself, Yvonne Fiskarn from Wis-

consin, and me to be nerviewed
on [INESCO radio, Lalking about
our positive experiences of being
involved m prison education.
Thar interview is to be aired on
200-300 Lnglish speaking radic
stations around the world. Alex
Charters from Svracuse, New
York, and coordinator of the USA
delegation, arranged with 2 TV
producer from the conference to
tape one of our USA meelings
and Interview many of us on our
thoughts about the value, mean-
ing, and implications of the con-
ference for our own work in adult
education Selected parts of this
information will appear on CNM-
TV. The producer alse discussed
with me his interest in producing
a documenlary for AAACE frem
the interviews obtained with Lhose
AMACE memnbers 4t the confer-
ence This causes one to realize
that the media and technology

will play s important rele in our
being organized for adull leamn-
mg n the fulure

The conference Declaration on
Adult Learning, on the basis of
the delegares being convinced of
the necessity of adult learning,
pledged that 2l men and wornen
from the nations of the world will
be pravided with the opportunity
1o learn throughout their lives.
The Agenda for the Future made
4 commitment to promote a
culture of leaming through the
“one hour a day for leaming”
movement, and, to the mmumum
extent possible, encourage exisl-
ing institutions, structures, and
networks already organized for
adull leaming, to coordimnate Lheir
energies for effective acnon. Full
copies of the final Declaration
and Agenda documents will be
available from UNESCO for use
by adult educaticn organizations

and agences.

The privilege and oppertunity
of a lifetume to participate in a
conference of ths magmitude,
learn to know many new people
from numerous countries around
the world, reconnect with others
I've met previously at olher inter-
national conlerences, and to be
invalved 1n shaping « Declararion
on Adult Learning and The Agen-
da for the Future, makes me more
excited than ever about the fact
that AMCE is a driving {orce n
the worldwide movement of adult
education that 1s paised to address
the current and upcoming edu-
cational needs of adulls, and 15
ready to be organized for adull
learning In the 21st Century. &

— by Jobn A. Henschke
President, AAACE
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