Caveat Emptor: NO EXTRA WORK FOR EXTRA CREDIT; NO EXTRA CREDIT FOR EXTRA WORK

Terms & Conditions of Syllabus are Subject to Change at Discretion of Instructor

Syllabus

SOCIOLOGY 202/SEC 001 – URBAN SOCIOLOGY

Ref. No. 24150 – Fall, 2001

Classroom: SSB 207 on Monday & Wednesday at 2:00-3:15pm

Instructor:  Dr. T. J. Guess

OFFICE HRS:
 12:30-1:30PM on M/W.

Contacts:  Ph: 516-5173 email: guesst@msx.umsl.edu
Web Page: http://www.umsl.edu/~soctgues
Required Text:  The New Urban Paradigm, Joe R. Feagin (1998)

Understanding Social Issues: Critical Thinking & Analysis, Berlage & Egelman, 1999.

Course Description


The course, text, and research assignment recognizes the importance of approaching the study of urbanization from an historical perspective.  Additionally, our study of urbanization will assume sociological perspectives.  This course is designed to broaden your understanding of social change effects on the way human beings utilize built environments (rural & urban).  Focusing on the way that “spatial or environmental and locational considerations are part and parcel of social relations,” Feagin employs a socio-spatial perspective.  This perspective provides a set of lenses through we can observe the relationships between economics, politics, and culture and the development of urban space.  Throughout the course, we will compare two ways to observe the development of cities:  the ecological (biological metaphors) as explanation and the socio-spatial (sociological) as explanation for how human beings organize settlement space.


The course content will be presented through the text, web-based resources, class discussion and lectures.  Your strong commitment and meaningful involvement in the course are essential.  Attendance and active participation in class discussion is required.  The course works best for those who complete the readings before coming to class. There will be three exams and one research assignment over the course of the semester.

Course Objectives:
1. To develop students’ abilities to engage in art of critical thinking.

2. To acquaint students with the classical and contemporary paradigms in urban sociology.

3. To demonstrate the role of sociological theory in analyzing urban development.      

4.
To improve students= abilities to develop research questions and to write research  reports.

Course Requirements:
1. Academic honesty is assumed and required.  Disrespect in the classroom is unacceptable.  Plagiarism provides grounds for disenrollment from the course.

2. Class attendance is required.  It is highly recommended that students not miss more than 3 classes.  Excessive absenteeism, tardiness, and cheating on exams provide grounds for disenrollment from the course.

3. No more than 5 bonus points will be allotted to any student who is in class on the day a point may be allotted.  These (up to) 5 points will be added to your final grade.
4. Research & Writing: Over the course of the semester you will develop a research question and write a 8-10 page paper which will report specific characteristics of your own neighborhood, town, village, subdivision, city, county, state or nation.  
       5.
EXAMS: Exams will cover material presented from lecture and text.  Lectures will supplement assigned readings and will present additional research findings on course topics.  Exams will be produced in multiple-choice and short-answer format.  Exams will be comprehensive in content.  

Performance Evaluation: The total points that may be earned in this class is 102.  Student performance will be evaluated based upon the following scale:

Exam 
#
Date

    Test Format


Value
Exam    I
10/01/01
M/C, Short Ans. (25)

   15pts.

Exam   II     
11/5/01

M/C, Short Ans. (25)

   15pts.




Exam  III
12/17/01
M/C, Short Ans. (25)

   15pts.

14 Analysis Exercises @ 3pts each

          

   42pts. 


Research Project/Oral Report*   Last Week of Classes

   15pts.
  *(Oral reports if time permits)

Total Points for Course:


   

  102


Make-Up Exam option is not offered in this class.  If a student fails to take a scheduled exam, and has also failed to contact the Instructor at least 48 hours in advance (not including weekends), a grade of zero will be assigned.   If a student misses an exam due to illness or family emergency, you must provide to the Instructor written document/proof such as a doctor's note or funeral announcement.  In the case of family emergency, the student must notify Instructor within 24 hours.  In either situation, once documentation is presented, the opportunity to take a missed exam will be determined at the Instructor's discretion.

ADA Statement:

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans With Disabilities Act and need special arrangements for this class, or special arrangements for taking exams, please contact Ms. Marilyn E. Ditto at 516-5228 in Room 144 Millenium Student Center. Ms. Ditto=s office will assess your status as one with special needs and inform the Instructor of such designation.
Multi-cultural Ground Rules for the Course: 
1.
Our primary commitment is to learn from each other, from class materials and from our work.  We acknowledge differences among us in skills, interests, values, scholarly orientations and experiences.

2.
We acknowledge that racism and sexism and other forms of discrimination exist and are likely to surface from time to time.

3.  
We acknowledge that one of the meanings of racism is that we have been systematically taught           misinformation about our own group and especially members of devalued/minority groups (this is true for both dominant and dominated group members).  The same is true about sexism--we are taught misinformation about ourselves and others and other forms of differences and discrimination.

4.
We cannot be blamed for the misinformation we have learned, but we will be held responsible for        
repeating misinformation after we have learned otherwise.

5.
Victims are not to be blamed for their oppression.

6.
We will assume that people are always doing the best they can, both to learn the materials and to behave in non-racist, non-sexist and multi-culturally productive ways.

7. We will actively pursue opportunities to learn about our own groups and those of others, yet not  enter or invade others= privacy when unwanted.

8. We will share information about our own groups with other members of the class, and we will not demean, devalue, or Aput down@ people for their experiences.

9.
We each have an obligation to actively combat myths and stereotypes about our own groups and other groups so that we can break down walls which prohibit group cooperation and group gain.

10.
We want to create a safe atmosphere for open discussion.  Thus, at times, members of the class may wish to make a comment that they do not want repeated outside the classroom.  If so, the person will preface his or her remarks with a request and the class will agree not to repeat the remarks.

Note: Similar guidelines were initially developed by Lynn Weber Canon, Professor of Sociology, Memphis State University.  Above guidelines adapted from Prof. Benjamin Schwarz for his (Edn 162) Environmental Design course here at University of Missouri-Columbia.

Hints on taking notes from Lectures

1.
When you see an overhead, it is there to provide you with the thematic topics that will be 

covered during the hour, if possible.

2.
When you hear an instructor begin a statement with words like >key idea, core concept, major features, important to remember, etc.= it is time to jot down what follows such introductory remarks.  

3.
It is important to network with classmates who take copious notes, especially if you believe you have a weakness in the note taking department.  Having good notes are useful when the time comes to prepare for an exam.

4.
Another reason it is important to network with your classmates is that they may be able to share their notes with those of you who arrive late or leave early.  When you arrive late or leave early you run the risk of missing class business that could be critical and in your best interest.

5.
I am available to you a minimum of 3 hours per week in my office in the sociology building, and at any other time by appointment.  If you believe you need more assistance to do well in this course, feel free to stop by.

Food for Thought

On Preparedness/Receptivity

Before eating, open thy mouth.

__Wolof proverb
When we sit down at the table, we must prepare ourselves to receive nourishment.  We must lift our forks, open our mouths, and follow through.  Hunger, or appetite, brings us to the table in the first place.

So it goes in life.  There are many possibilities for enrichment as long as we are receptive to them.  We are foolish not to accept help when it is offered.  We must keep our eyes open for opportunities; they are there, and if we pass them by, someone else will come along to claim them.

(Copage, Eric V. 1993. Black Pearls)

COURSE CALENDAR

Soc 202 - Urban Sociology - MW, 2-3:15 SSB 207

Date

Chapter 




Required Readings

Aug 22

Introduction


 

Feagin, Intro, pgs. ix-23



Module 1: pgs. 4-9  Due 8/27


Berlage & Egelman, pgs. vii-9

Aug 27

Urbanization History



Feagin, Ch. 1, pgs. 25-58

Aug 29

Cities & New International Division of Labor



Module 2: pgs. 14-21  Due 9/3


Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 11-21



Sep    3

Labor Day - No Class



Feagin,  Ch. 2, pgs. 59-84

Sep    5

Global Context of Metropolitan Growth



Module 3: pgs. 26-32 Due 9/10


Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 23-32

Sep 10

U.S. - 1920 to 1960



Feagin, Ch .3, pgs. 85-111

Sep 12

Extractive Regions in Developed Countries



Module 4: pgs. 36-44  Due  9/17


Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 33-44

Sep 17
 
Restructuring Settlement Space:1960-Present
Feagin,  Ch. 4, pgs. 113-131

Sep 19   

Cities in Conflict



Module 5: pgs. 48-54   Due  9/24


Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 45-54

Sep 24

The Rise of Urban Sociology


Feagin,   Ch. 5, pgs. 133-158

Sep 26

Urban Real Estate Speculation…



Module 6: pgs. 61-67    Due  10/1


Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 55-67

Oct   1

EXAM  I (Chs. 1-5)



Feagin,  Chs. 1-5, pgs. ix-158

Oct   3

The Sociospatial Approach




Module 7: pgs. 71-78     Due 10/8


Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 69-78

Oct   8

Irrationality in Real Estate Investment

Feagin,  Ch. 6, pgs. 159-168

Oct  10

Module 8: pgs. 81-86       Due  10/15

Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 79-86

Oct 15

The Corporate Center Strategy


Feagin,  Ch 7, pgs. 169-179

Oct 17

Module 9:  pgs. 89-97       Due   10/22

Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 87-97

Oct  22

Arenas of Conflict



Feagin,  Ch. 8, pgs. 181-215

Oct  24

Metro Problems



Module
10:  pgs. 103-112  Due  10/29

Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 99-112

Oct   29

Are Planners Collective Capitalists?

Feagin,  Ch. 9, pgs. 217-243

Oct   31

Local Politics



Module 11: pgs. 116-120
   Due  11/5

Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 113-120

Nov   5

EXAM  II  (Chs. 6-9)



Feagin,  Chs. 6-9, pgs. 159-243

Nov   7

Slavery Unwilling to Die:



Feagin,  Ch. 10, pgs. 245-266



Module 12:  pgs. 124-128    Due   11/12

Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 1121-128

Nov 12

Anti-Black Discrimination in Public Places

Feagin,   Ch. 11, pgs. 267-294

Nov 14

Module 13: pgs. 132-136     Due 11/19

Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 129-136

Nov 19

The Continuing Significance of Racism

Feagin,   Ch.  12, pgs. 295-321

Nov 21

Thanksgiving Break



Module 14: pgs. 140-144    Due 11/26

Berlage & Egelman, pgs. 137-144

Nov 26

Changing Black Americans to Fit a Racist System  
 Feagin, Ch. 13, pgs. 323-328
Nov 28

Urban Sociology-Feagin Style


 Feagin, Ch. 14, pgs. 331-338



Dec   3

The New Urban Paradigm


     
 Feagin, Ch.  15, pgs. 339-348

Dec   5



Dec  10

Final Exam Review



Feagin, Chs. 10 thru 15, pgs. 245-348
Dec  17

Final Exam, 2:45-4:45pm

The Final Exam is comprehensive in that it assumes students understand and can demonstrate proficiency in the application of sociological theories useful to interpreting urbanization processes.

COURSE CONTRACT
SOCIOLOGY202 - Urban Sociology

 Ref. No 24150    Fall, 2001

Classroom: SSB 207 @ 2:00-3:15pm
In addition to outlining pertinent information about the context in which Sociology 202 is being offered, the Syllabus also represents a contract between students and the Instructor.   Dating and signing your name below indicates that you have received a copy of the course syllabus, that you have read it, and that you understand and will conform to the objectives and requirements stated herein.   

Return this contract page to us no later than Wednesday, 8/29/01  I will not evaluate test scores or assign credit for  in-class activities unless I have received your acknowledgment of receipt of this syllabus documenting your willingness to commit to the goals and requirements of Soc 202, Urban Sociology.

Date:_______________________

Student Name:________________________________

     Please Print

          _________________________________

       Please Sign

Student ID#: __________________________________

Student Classification & Major: __________________________       __________________________

(Freshman, Sophomore, Junior,
           Academic Major

Or Senior)

___________________________________

 Student=s E-mail address
3

