Caveat Emptor: NO EXTRA WORK FOR EXTRA CREDIT; NO EXTRA CREDIT FOR EXTRA WORK!

Terms & Conditions of Syllabus are Subject to Change at Discretion of Instructor

SYLLABUS

SOCIOLOGY 210/Sec E01 - Sociological Theory

Ref. No. 37790, Fall, 2001











Classroom: SSB 207 on M/W @ 5:30pm-6:45pm
Instructor: Dr. T. J. Guess-OFFICE HRS: 4:30-5:30 on M/W,  or BY APPOINTMENT

Contact Numbers: Ph: (314)516-5173 
email:guesst@msx.umsl.edu;
 webpage  GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ http://www.umsl.edu/~soctgues
Required Text:

The Discovery of Society by Randall Collins & Michael Makowsky, 1998.  McGraw-Hill, Publishers.

Required Readings:
1. The Logic of Science in Sociology, Walter L. Wallace. 1971; Ch.1.

2. "Key Issues in Sociologies as Weapons," Ch4 in Sociology for Whom by Alfred McClung Lee, 1986.

3. Savage Inequalities in America's Schools: Life on the Mississippi: East St. Louis, IL  Ch 11, by Jonathan Kozol in

    Exploring the Architecture of Everyday Life, 2000.

 4. The Melting Pot by Anne Fadiman, Ch.14 in Exploring the Architecture of Everyday Life, 2000.

Course Description

This course is one of three core course requirements for sociology majors. This course assumes students successfully completed an "Introduction to Sociology" course. Our course, the text, and the assigned readings recognize the importance of approaching the study of sociological theory from an historical perspective. We will also approach the study of theory from a sociological perspective. Our course is designed to broaden your understanding of the sociological perspective and its application to a critical understanding of American society with some attention to cross‑cultural comparisons. The content of the course includes various theoretical approaches based on readings of classical European social theorists (Comte, Spencer, Durkheim, Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Simmel) and contemporary American social theorists (James, Cooley, Dewey & Mead).


The course will be taught historically, because social thought is rooted in the historical world. Each theoretical paradigm must be understood in the context of its intellectual, temporal, and social milieu. Much classical social thought arose out of a white, male, European attempt to understand modernity and its discontents. One ignores this background at the price of misunderstanding. The analytic systems developed by Sociology's founding fathers still dominate our thought, whether or not we realize it.


The course content will be presented through readings, class discussions, and lectures. Your strong commitment and meaningful involvement in the course are essential. Attendance and participation in class discussion are required. The course works best if you complete the reading assignments before coming to class. There will be three exams and three short writing assignments over the course of the semester.

Course Objectives:
1. To introduce students to the role of sociological theory in the conduct of social science.

2. To acquaint students with the classical & contemporary paradigms in sociology.

3. To develop students' abilities to engage in critical inquiry.

4. To improve students' abilities to write analytic, social‑scientific prose.

5. To provide, through lectures & writing, opportunities for students to explore the potential experience of

     liberation of consciousness.

Course Requirements:
1.  Attendance, attendance, attendance!

Class attendance is required. Attendance points will be granted at random, at the instructor's prerogative. Missing classes reduces students' opportunities to earn a reserve of 5 points which will be applied after final grades are computed. Attendance bonus points will be assigned at the discretion of the Instructor. Students are expected to make it to class on time so as not to disrupt the class. Punctuality is highly appreciated.

2.   Reading, reading, reading!  Reading of text material is required in advance of class meeting times. Students are encouraged to use the first week of class as a chance to get a head start on the readings. You are also encouraged to outline your readings and to come to class with prepared questions, criticisms of text materials.  Copies of outside readings are on reserve in the Library.  I highly recommend students allow plenty of lead time between copying a reading and preparing a paper.
3.  Class participation, class participation, class participation!

Class Participation is required. Class participation includes, but is not limited to raising/posing questions about contemporary events related to course material, in‑class dialogue, debate, and discussion. We will all learn a great deal through discussion of text materials and web-based resources posted in External Links of Mygateway.
4. 
Academic honesty is assumed and required. Disrespect in the classroom is unacceptable. Additionally, excessive tardiness, cheating on exams, and/or plagiarism provide grounds for disenrollment for this course.

5. Writing Component: Students will write 3 papers (5 full pages, not including reference page) on topics discussed in text, and/or readings, and lecture. A central questions will be assigned for each essay. A writing packet with suggestions and support material to help you produce an impressive analysis will be provided to you. It is to the student's advantage to use the writing packet as well as writing lab consultations in the production of the papers. Papers whose thesis statement and paragraph development are poorly organized cannot expect to earn the maximum of 10 points. Each of the 3 essays will be worth 10 points.

6. EXAMS:

Exams will cover material presented from lecture, the text, and from assigned essays. Lectures will supplement assigned readings and will present additional research findings on course topics. Exams will be produced in multiple‑choice format and/or short answer, short essay format. Each exam will be comprehensive in content.

Performance Evaluation:
The total points to be earned in this class is 100 points. Student performance will be evaluated based upon the following scale:

Exam I will be on    
   
10/2 and is worth 25 points.

Exam II will be on      

11/5 and is worth 25 points.

The Final Exam will be on 
12/12 and is worth 20 points.

3 Essays @ 10pts each 30 points

Total Points for Course: 100


Make‑Up Exam option is not offered in this class. If a student fails to take a scheduled exam, and has also failed to contact the Instructor at least 48 hours in advance (not including weekends), a grade of zero will be assigned. If a student misses an exam due to illness or family emergency, you must provide to the Instructor written document/proof such as a doctor's note or funeral announcement. In the case of family emergency, the student must notify Instructor within 24 hours. In either situation, once documentation is presented, the opportunity to take a missed exam will be determined at the Instructor's discretion.

ADA Statement:

If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans With Disabilities Act and need special arrangements for this class, you contact Ms. Marilyn E. Ditto at 516‑5228 in Room 144 Millennium Student Center. Ms. Ditto's office will assess your status as one with special needs and inform the Instructor of such designation.

Multi‑cultural Ground Rules for the Course:

1. 
Our primary commitment is to learn from each other, from class materials and from our work. We acknowledge differences among us in skills, interests, values, scholarly orientations and experiences.

2. 
We acknowledge that racism and sexism and other forms of discrimination exist and are likely to surface from time to time.

3. 
We acknowledge that one of the meanings of racism is that we have been systematically taught misinformation about our own group and especially members of devalued/minority groups (this is true for both dominant and dominated group members). The same is true about sexism‑‑we are taught misinformation about ourselves and others and other forms of differences and discrimination.

4. 
We cannot be blamed for the misinformation we have learned, but we will be held responsible for repeating misinformation after we have learned otherwise.

5. 
Victims are not to be blamed for their oppression.

6. 
We will assume that people are always doing the best they can, both to learn the materials and to behave in non‑racist, non‑sexist and multi‑culturally productive ways.

7. 
We will actively pursue opportunities to learn about our own groups and those of others, yet not enter or invade other’ privacy when unwanted.

8. 
We will share information about our own groups with other members of the class, and we will not demean, devalue, or put down people for their experiences.

9. 
We each have an obligation to actively combat myths and stereotypes about our own groups and other groups so that we can break down walls which prohibit group cooperation and group gain.

10. 
We want to create a safe atmosphere for open discussion. Thus, at times, members of the class may wish to make a comment that they do not want repeated outside the classroom. If so, the person will preface his or her remarks with a request and the class will agree not to repeat the remarks.

Note: Similar guidelines were initially developed by Lynn Weber Canon, Professor of Sociology, Memphis State University. Above guidelines adapted from Prof. Benjamin Schwarz for his (Edn 162) Environmental Design course here at University of Missouri‑Columbia.

 Framework for Analyzing Your Readings:

1.
What is the article responding to? What theoretical perspective is the author assuming in his/her analysis or essay?

2.
What is the subject of the author’s investigation?  On what evidence is the author’s claims or conclusions based?  Did the author conduct case studies, if so in what manner...note the details.  Did the authors analysis rely on data from interviews, if so, what type?  How did the researcher obtain the data on which his/her claims/conclusions are based?

3.
Are there key concepts that the author introduces in the report of his/her research conclusions or claims?  Note core concepts and pursue what they mean.

Hints on Note Taking

1.
When you see an overhead, it is there to provide you with the thematic topics that will be 


covered during the hour and may constitute exam material.

2.
When you hear an instructor begin a statement with words like ‘key idea, core concept, major features, important to remember, etc.’ it is time to jot down what follows such introductory remarks.  

3.
It is important to network with classmates who take copious notes, especially if you believe you have a weakness in the note taking department.  Having good notes are useful when the time comes to prepare for an exam.

4.
Another reason it is important to network with your classmates is that they may be able to share their notes with those of you who arrive late or leave early.  When you arrive late or leave early you run the risk of missing class business that could be critical and in your best interest.

5.
I am available to you a minimum of 3 hours per week in my office, Room 710 Tower, and at any other time by appointment.  If you believe you need more assistance to do well in this course, feel free to stop by.

Food for ThoughtOn Preparedness/Receptivity


Before eating, open thy mouth.





__Wolof proverb

When we sit down at the table, we must prepare ourselves to receive nourishment.  We must lift our forks, open our mouths, and follow through.  Hunger, or appetite, brings us to the table in the first place.


So it goes in life.  There are many possibilities for enrichment as long as we are receptive to them.  We are foolish not to accept help when it is offered.  We must keep our eyes open for opportunities; they are there, and if we pass them by, someone else will come along to claim them.

(Copage, Eric V. 1993. Black Pearls)
COURSE CALENDAR

Soc 210 - Sociological Theory, Fall 2001 - M/W @ 5:30-6:45pm

Week
Date
     Topic





Required Reading
Wk 1
8/22
Introduction


Wallace, W. “Logic of Science in  Sociology”

Wk1
  
Logic of Science in Sociology

Wk 2
8/27
Why Did Sociology Emerge?

 

Text, Intro, pgs. vii-17 &

Wk 2

Society, Illusion, 18th Century Rationalism;


Ch. 1, pgs.  19-29

Wk 3
9/3
Sociology of the Underground: Karl Marx


Text, Ch 2, pgs.   30-52 

Wk 3



Wk 4
9/10
The Last Gentleman: Alexis de Tocqueville


Text, Ch 3, pgs.   53-65

Wk 5
9/17
Nietzsche’s Madness




Text, Ch 4, pgs.   66-80  

Wk 5




Wk 6
9/24
Do-Gooders, Evolutionists, & Racists


Text, Ch 5, pgs.   81-98

Wk 6

Exam 1 Review (Intro [pg.vii] through Ch 5, pg. 98)

Wk 7
10/1
Exam I






Pgs. vii through p. 98
Wk 7

The Great Breakthrough:




Text, Ch 6, pgs.  99-116



Dreyfus’s Empire: Emile Durkheim and Georges Sorel


Wk 8
10/8
Max Weber: Disenchantment of the World


Text, Ch 7, pgs. 117-139

Wk 8

Essay #1 Due  
Wk 9  10/15
The Discovery of the Invisible World:


Text, Ch 9, pgs.  160-178

Wk 9

Simmel, Cooley and Mead
Wk 10 10/22
Vicissitudes of 20th Century Sophistication:


Text, Ch 10, pgs.   181-190

Wk 10

The Discovery of the Ordinary World-- Thomas, Park & the Chicago School

Wk 11
10/29
Emergence of African American



Text, Ch 11, pgs. 191-206

Wk11

Sociology: DuBois, Frazier, Drake, and Cayton

Wk 12
11/5
Exam II - Review - Chs 6, 7, 8, 10, 11.

Wk 12

Exam II 





Chs 6, 7, 8, 10, & 11 pgs. 99-206
Wk 13 11/12
The Construction of the Social System:


Text, Ch. 12, pgs. 207-221

Wk 13

       Pareto & Parsons, and-----    Essay II Due
Wk 14
11/19
Goffman & Theater of Social Encounters


Text, Ch 14, pgs. 246-259

Wk 14

Wk 15 11/26
Contemporary Sociological Theory in France

Text, Ch 15, pgs. 260-293

Wk 15


Wk 16 12/3
Impact of Women in Sociological Theory


Text, Ch 16, pgs. 294-316

Wk 16



Wk 17 12/10
Essay III - Due and   Final Exam Review


Chapters 12, 14, 15, 16

Wk 17 12/12
Final Exam
5:30-7:30pm



Text-Chs 12, 14, 15, 16 

The Final Exam is comprehensive in that it assumes students understand and can  demonstrate proficiency in the application of sociological theories presented throughout the term of this Course.
SYLLABUS

SOCIOLOGY210 - Sociological Theory
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COURSE CONTRACT

In addition to outlining pertinent information about the context in which Sociology 210-SectionE01 is being offered, the Syllabus also represents a contract between students and the Instructor.   Dating and signing your name below indicates that you have received a copy of the course syllabus, that you have read it, and that you understand and will conform to the objectives and requirements stated herein.   

Return this contract page to us no later than Wednesday, 8/29/01  I will not evaluate test scores or assign credit for  in-class activities unless I have received your acknowledgment of receipt of this syllabus documenting your willingness to commit to the goals and requirements of Soc 210, Sociological Theory.

Date:_______________________  Student Name:________________________________



Please Print

 _________________________________

                        Please Sign

Student ID#: __________________________________

Student Classification & Major: __________________________       __________________________





(Freshman, Sophomore, Junior,
           Academic Major






Or Senior)

Optional:

___________________________________

 Student’s E-mail address

6

