[image: image1.png]


 Name of Unit: Moving to a New Home … Oregon Wagon Trains and Now –Grade 8
	The formula is simple:

L = TBC
	LEARNING                    =
	THINKING and Background    Info.                                     
	BUILDING Knowledge & Concepts               +
	COMMUNICATING What   Has Been Learned
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Part 1. Thinking and Background Information:[image: image3.png]



1.   IDENTIFY PROBLEMS 
	People sometimes move from one neighborhood to a new one; some move from one town to a new one … in a completely different part of the country.  Why do people move?  What is in like for the children, the parents?  What is it like arriving at the “new place” ?  

Over 150 years ago, many people moved from eastern and middle United States to California or to Oregon.  Is there anything their trip, their “move” can teach us now about about moving to a new place in 2009 ?


2. BACKGROUND: 

	#
	EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY
	COMMENTS

	01
	Vocabulary Definitions–create simple definitions (students write from dictionary, posters, pictures, teacher’s help, etc.) (see Vocab Database below)
	Just “familiarity” with voc word at this point

	02
	Compare and Share (students partner up, talk about definitions, and help each other understand the vocabulary) 
	Students write definitions in their own words.

	03
	Graphic Organizer (students w/partner draw pics and rewrite definitions on teacher-provided Graphic Organizer.  


	This adds another “Layer of Meaning” to the voc word

	04
	Words on Stage (Teacher “groups” voc words and helps selected students “act out” the definition … informal, impromptu
	Acted-out clusters of words now used to begin building Concepts

	05
	Quiz on Vocabulary words
	Check for understanding

	06
	Mapping The Oregon + California Trails (Direct Instruction..Geography of Missouri to Pacfic Ocean)
	Specific physical features and climate-weather

	07
	Walk The Oregon + California Trails (Floor Map Exercise)
	Emphasis on distance, relative direction, etc.

	08
	Interactive Website …Smart Board resources
	Review geographic features and actual Trail features

	09
	Test on Geography and Vocabulary
	Students must score at least 70%
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Part 2. Building Knowledge and Concepts: [image: image5.png]



1. THE STUDENTS BECOME EXPERTS: ( note:  Students who  score lower  than 70% on Test will  repeat some  or  all  of Part 1 activities and will re-take the test.  Only after earning a score above 70% will any student participate in Part 2 and Part 3 of the Unit.)

	#
	EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY
	COMMENTS

	10
	Whole Class Discussion- - on concept of Moving  (Brain storming supported by Graphic Organizer)
	Building Concepts …”

	11
	Small Group Discussion – Students share personal experiences on moving
	Adding more “Layers of Meaning” to concept of Moving

	12
	Form Expert Groups: Some students to be experts about Missouri to Wyoming; others about Wyoming to Columbia River (Oregon) or to west slope of Sierra Nevada (California); others  about “arriving” in Oregon or in California
	Student choice…. Teacher aided

	13
	Expert Groups Read Print Media (text, handouts, etc)  … (Students write Main Idea Notes or Storyboard Notes) --- 


	Additional details, ideas  result in “Growing” the Concepts … in Building Knowledge and Concepts

	14
	Expert Groups Read Web Quests Some students read Missouri to Wyoming; others Wyoming to Columbia River (Oregon) or to west slope of Sierra Nevada (California); others   “arriving” in Oregon or in California
	Additional details, ideas  result in “Growing” the Concepts


. 
[image: image6.png]



Part 3. Communicating What Has Been Learned:[image: image7.png]


 
1. THE EXPERTS CERTIFY THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS: 

	#
	EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY
	COMMENTS

	12
	Group Puzzle – Students w/Expert Group solve vocab puzzle
	Vocab Review

	13
	Fishbowl - Teacher helps students discuss the “HOW A FAMILY PROBABLY FELT MOVING FROM ST.LOUIS TO OREGON IN 1850” topics from the Concept Table (see below)
	Cross teaching

	14
	Summative “Test” – Students individually fill out (write) entire Concept Table (see below)
	Understanding; applying concepts; critical thinking


 8th grade unit.     CONCEPT TABLE

	TOPIC
	HOW A FAMILY FELT MOVING FROM ST.LOUIS TO OREGON IN 1850
	A FAMILY MOVES TO NEW NEIGHBORHOOD 2009

	WHY will family move ?
	New jobs, land, spirit of exploring, Religious freedom, Gold
	

	How ?-Transportation
	Covered Wagon, Horse and buggy, Groups of people, Walking
	

	How ?-Supplies
	Wooden boxes, barrels, H20 for horses + oxen, food, hunting supplies, tents, medicine , Tools, Cattle
	

	How does family feel about what it is leaving behind?
	Failure, Disappointment, Excitement, Nervous, Sad, Angry, Happy, Relieved
	

	How does family feel about what it is going to find in new neighborhood?
	Excited, Scared, Anxious


	

	What  happy about?


	New Possibilities, Weather, Riches, Their own land
	

	What scared about?


	What will they do when they get there?, How will they find work and food?, Sickness, Losing family members or animals to illness, Cost, Indians, Lawlessness, Food supply, Weather, Crossing rivers + mountains
	

	TOPIC
	HOW A FAMILY FELT MOVING FROM ST.LOUIS TO OREGON IN 1850
	A FAMILY MOVES TO NEW NEIGHBORHOOD 2009

	Chores- Mother


	Keeping family hydrated + healthy, Educating children, Gather plants and berries, Cook
	

	Chores-Father


	Driving, Keeping animals safe at night, Hunt, Setting up shelter on the Trail, Repairs, Entertaining
	

	Chores- Children
	Firewood or buffalo chips, Helping set up and take down camp, Collecting H20, Feed animals, Taking care of younger children
	

	First 2 weeks at the New Place


	Buying  or staking out or taming land, unpack Building House, Finding work, 
	


This is my VOCABULARY DATA BASE for:__________________    
       MY NAME IS: ___________________________________

	#
	Vocab Word
	PG
	What This Means in PLAIN ENGLISH

	01


	Explore
	
	

	02


	Discover
	
	

	03


	Prepare
	
	

	04


	Predict
	
	

	05


	Fear
	
	

	06


	Disappointment
	
	

	07


	Failure
	
	

	08


	Safety
	
	

	09


	Supplies
	
	

	10


	Records
	
	

	11


	Patterns
	
	

	#
	Vocab Word
	PG
	What This Means in PLAIN ENGLISH

	12


	Dangerous
	
	

	13


	Route
	
	

	14


	Trail
	
	

	15


	Wagon
	
	

	16


	Emigrant
	
	

	17


	the West
	
	

	18


	Moving
	
	

	19


	Caravan
	
	

	20


	Chores
	
	

	21


	Diseases
	
	

	22


	Common
	
	

	23


	Mistakes


	
	

	24
	Prepare


	
	

	25
	Feelings


	
	

	26


	Adjust
	
	

	27
	Home


	
	

	28
	Trading Post


	
	

	29
	Checklist


	
	

	30
	Itinerary


	
	

	31
	Travel
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