Instructor: Jennafer Alexander
English 1100
Fall 2015
Unit 2: Inquiry Project 

The project has two parts: an annotated bibliography and an inquiry essay, both based upon one of the literacy-related claims that we brainstormed together in class.  

The Annotated Bibliography

An annotated bibliography combines the sources you find during your research with thorough annotations of each source.  Annotated bibliographies can be useful for organizing, compiling, storing and accessing information about sources when you do research projects.  Your annotated bibliography should consist of at least five sources that you deem relevant to your topic and/or question(s) of inquiry.  While you may encounter more than five sources during your research process, for this assignment, you should only include the ones that you find useful.  Each annotation should include the following information:

	A citation of the fives sources in proper MLA format.  The citations should be organized in alphabetical order by author, just as in any standard Works-Cited page. 


	A brief annotation for each source that addresses the following questions:

Briefly summarize the article.
What is the main argument or research question?  What are the author’s main conclusions? This summary should be short (no longer that 3-5 sentences), and it should only be a small portion of the entire annotation for the source.

Assess the value of the source
How valuable is the source?  What are its limitations? Does the author provide sufficient evidence to support his or her claims?  What types of evidence does the author use?  How effective is the author’s method of investigating?  Would you draw the same conclusions from the same evidence?

Assess the relevance of the source
How relevant is this source to your paper?  How does this source contribute to or diverge from your research on the topic?

Inquiry Essay 

The inquiry essay is designed to teach both the writer and the reader something valuable about a chosen topic, as well as about the nature of search and discovery.  Unlike the conventional research paper in which the writer usually assumes a detached and objective stance, this essay allows you take an active role in your research by constructing a record of your path of inquiry. 


Format:
The inquiry paper will be written in 5 sections. The sections are:

Introduction (1-2 pages)
Before conducting any formal research, write a section in which you explain to the reader what you think you know, what you assume, or what you imagine about your topic before you conducted your research. Discuss what you hope to find out about it through your inquiry, and predictions about what you will find during your research. 

Research Process/Methods (1-2  pages) 
This sections should tell the story of your research. Write about your inquiry in a narrative or storytelling form, relating the story of what you did to research and what you learned in the process. Discuss what questions that guided your research. Do not feel obligated to tell the reader everything, but highlight the information you uncovered that was crucial to your hunt and that contributed to your understanding of the information. 

Results (1-2 pages) 
In this section you will document the research you discovered on your own and how this research relates to your research questions. You may pull directly from your annotations for your sources when compiling your results. Think about the following when crafting this section:

	What are the sources you were able to find? 

What arguments do these sources make? What is the value of the source’s argument? What are its limitations? 
	How relevant were these sources to your research questions? How do they relate to and answer your research questions?  

Implications and Additional Research (1-2 pages)
What are the implications/applications of this research? How might this information be used? What additional research might need to be conducted about this topic? What questions do you still have?  What else might you need to know that you were not able to learn through this inquiry?

Reflection (1-2 pages) 
Now that you are finished researching and have found answers to your questions, reflect upon the discoveries you made and the questions that remain to be resolved.   Were you surprised by things you found out about your topic or yourself?  How might your research experience have changed you and your future?

Documentation (Works Cited): 
At the start of the unit, you created an annotated bibliography using sources from the instructor. Your final draft will incorporate research from this bibliography as well as research you conducted independently. The essay must include at least six sources total.  At least one should be from those that the instructor provided, and at least three should be from the sources that you found.

The Research and Writing Calendar:
Thursday, October 29 – Annotated Bibliography due
Monday, November 2 – Wednesday, November 4 – Conferences (First draft of the Inquiry Essay due at your conference)
Thursday, November 5 – Second draft of Inquiry Essay due (bring two copies)
Tuesday, November 10 – Portfolio 2 due (with the final draft of the Inquiry Essay)

Rubric
(Subject to change as announced and posted.)
Annotated bibliography:
Bibliography is thorough, organized in alphabetical order, and formatted properly
The annotations demonstrate a thoughtful approach to the research process and a careful consideration of how to select and evaluate sources 

Essay Structure/Organization:
	Follows prompt, use approved topic 

Clear, focused purpose 
Well-written thesis, represents essay in entirety
Brief summary of the original sources to help the reader(s) understand the example
Introduction is attention-getting
Sets context, motive and criteria for analysis
Introduces the sources by providing relevant background information (author, title)
Clear organization that highlights the author’s strategies for development
Each paragraph clearly fits with purpose of essay
	Paragraphs are structured clearly (MEAL Plan)

Utilizes effective transitions between main ideas and paragraphs (flows well)
Resolution/conclusion 

Essay Development/Detail:
Analysis is clear and fully explained
Analysis demonstrates depth of thought, going beyond surface meaning for each example
Each main point (paragraph) analyzes specific detail from text and connects to thesis 
Quotes are smoothly worked into paragraph, not dropped in
Quotes and support from text are fully explained in connection to thesis
Essay demonstrates a certain level of maturity, professionalism and appropriateness
Makes significant revisions from draft to draft, not just sentence-level changes

Polish:
Grammar
Active verbs, present tense  
Clarity 
Sentence structure and variety
Punctuation—commas, colons, dashes and semi-colons
Mechanics
Works-Cited page in MLA format



