Point and Shoot Cameras

Point and shoot cameras give you the ability to take quality pictures without having to deal with the complexities and larger size of more expensive Single Lens Reflex (SLR) cameras. With their compact size and simple operation, point and shoot cameras are a great solution for shooting a variety of activities and situations.

There are a number of different point and shoot cameras on the market today – one for virtually every level of photographer, from novice to professional. They offer a wide range of features -- some as advanced as SLR cameras -- while remaining easy-to-use and affordable. So, how do you know which point and shoot model is right for you? You can start by asking yourself a few questions. Your answers can help determine what you need in a point and shoot camera.

· How Will the Camera Be Used? Will you be taking mostly indoor, close-up shots and do you plan to use the camera for outdoor, scenic photos? The types of pictures you take and the scenarios in which you take them can help determine the kind of zoom lens and flash features you will need. If travel or outdoor use is high on your list, consider a light, compact model that can fit in a pocket or purse.

· Who Will Be Using the Camera? Will it be you, your 78-year-old grandmother or your 12-year-old son? Your answers will affect the ease-of-use level and durability features you choose in a camera.

· What Types of Print Formats Would You Like to Have? If you want the option of choosing more than one print format from the same roll of film, you may want to consider an Advanced Photo System (APS) camera.

· What Type of Things Do You Want Your Camera to Do? Would you like the camera to focus automatically, take photos with a self-timer or automatically adjust its shutter speed? These things are a snap with built-in point and shoot features.

Specific features to consider in a point and shoot camera include:

· Advanced Photo System (APS): Allows for three different print formats, leaderless film cartridges and drop-in film loading and indexed prints for ease of cataloging.

* Auto Exposure: Measures the amount of available light and automatically adjusts the shutter speed and aperture settings on the camera.

· Auto Focus: Automatically brings the center of interest into sharp focus.

· Auto Film Load: A convenience alternative to manually winding your film to the first image on the roll.

· Zoom Capable: Allows you to change the focal length to make subjects appear near or far away.

· Red-Eye Reduction: Helps prepare the eyes of subjects in the picture, resulting in true eye color.

· Large Viewfinder: Great for people wearing eyeglasses.

· Focus-Free Shooting: Provides ease-of-use for less-experienced photographers.

· Self-Timer: Allows the user enough time to get into the picture.

· Date/Time Imprinting: Helps the user remember when the photo was taken.

Point and shoot cameras vary greatly in price. Depending upon what features you need, you can spend anywhere from approximately $30 to $500 for a point and shoot model. And like many other products of electronic nature, the more bells and whistles, the more expensive the camera.

Single Lens Reflex (SLR) Cameras

A Single Lens Reflex (SLR) camera is the most accurate and versatile film-based camera available and is used by most professional photographers, camera hobbyists, photography students or people who want the ability to take more than snap shots. SLRs provide the capability to do things usually not possible with a point and shoot camera – precisely control the focus and composition of a picture, select and change lenses, choose film exposures from a selection of automatic and semi-automatic light metering modes and manually adjust the shutter and lens openings to suit your artistic instincts and demands.

The major difference between SLRs and point and shoot cameras is that SLRs feature a “through-the-lens” viewfinder system that allows you visually see the image exactly as it will be recorded onto the film. Another difference is that SLR cameras use interchangeable lenses and offer an almost endless variety of wide angle, telephoto and zoom lens shots.

35mm SLR photography offers a you much wider spectrum of film choices than point and shoot photography: color print, color slide, and black and white photography. SLR cameras have faster shutter speeds than point and shoot cameras, with typical SLR speed ranges averaging two seconds to 1/2000th of a second. Also, the auto focusing systems in SLR cameras are more sophisticated and offer sharper, more defined images than point and shoot models.

Most autofocus SLRs allow you to switch off all automatic functions and set your own focus, shutter speed and lens aperture opening. Many SLR models offer you the choice of several fully automatic and semi-automatic shooting modes, as well as semi-automatic film loading systems.

Specific features to consider in a SLR camera include:

· Auto Exposure: Measures the amount of available light and automatically adjusts the shutter speed and aperture settings on the camera.

· Auto Film Load: A convenience alternative to manually winding your film to the first image on the roll.

· Auto Film Rewind: Offers a convenient alternative to manually rewinding your film.

· Auto Focus: Automatically brings the center of interest into sharp focus.

· Built-in Flash: Produces a burst of light for shooting inside or in low-light conditions.

· Command Dial with Multiple Settings: Offers convenience and ease of use – just turn the dial to select the appropriate setting.

· LCD Display: Allows you to view your subject or scene on a small screen.

· Programmable Exposure: Compliments auto exposure by allowing you to choose a style setting when composing shots.

· Self-Timer: Allows the user enough time to get into the picture.

Like point and shoot cameras, SLR cameras vary in price. Most SLR cameras cost anywhere from approximately $175 to more than $2,000. The number of features will generally determine how high (or low) an SLR camera is priced.

Digital Cameras

Digital cameras combine the look, feel and convenience of a film camera with the diversity and sophistication of digital technology. While conventional cameras use film, digital cameras use an array of digital image sensors to record images. Digital images are easy to upload on a computer and can be e-mailed to friends and family or posted on a website. You can also print out photos from your PC or create personal greeting cards, announcements, etc.

Digital cameras offer many advantages over conventional cameras. The creative freedom digital cameras offer include the ability to customize and change photos with different exposures, date and text messages; the ability to immediately preview your photos or play back full-motion video; the ability to record full-motion video and audio in MPEG format; and the ability to select a memory format that best suits your needs with either a 3.5” floppy disk or removable memory cards.

The type of digital camera you choose will depend on a number of factors. Ask yourself these questions when considering a digital camera purchase:

· How Will the Camera Be Used? For instance, do you want to display your images on a personal web page? Or, do you plan to use image manipulation software to create and print images in a newsletter or brochure? The way(s) you plan to use your camera can help you determine the resolution and number of advanced features needed.

· Who Will Be Using the Camera? Will it be you, your 78-year-old grandmother or your 12-year-old son? Your answers will affect the ease-of-use level and durability features you choose in a digital camera.

· What Type of Things Do You Want Your Camera to Do? Would you like your camera to take “rapid-fire” shots, or magnify images up to three times it’s original size? Your answers will help you choose from the many advanced features available on today’s digital camera models.

· Other important features to consider on a digital camera include:

· Resolution: The higher the resolution, the better the picture. Resolution is measured in pixels, and refers to the non-interpolated resolution of the camera. A 640 x 480 resolution is probably all you need if all you plan to do is use your images online. If you are planning to print your images at a fairly high quality, then look for a 1024 x 768 resolution or higher resolution camera.

· Memory Storage Capacity: Refers to how many digital images can be stored on the camera. The greater the resolution, the more memory space needed. So when shopping for a camera, keep the maximum resolution setting of the camera in mind. Most cameras have the option to add memory, which will increase the number of images that can be stored.

· Types of Storage: Most cameras on the market today use removable memory cards that have image storage capacities ranging from 2MB to 64MB and higher. These can be used with a variety of card readers which are usually purchased as an optional accessory. Some digital cameras use ordinary 3.5” floppy disks for image storage. This method allows you to take the floppy from the camera and put it directly into your computer—no adapters needed.

· Optical Zoom: Magnifies the image using a multi-focal length lens and allows you to take more detailed pictures of faraway objects. Optical zoom is typically measured in degrees, such as 2X or 3X. Some models house the optical lens within the camera’s body, while others have a more conventional lens visible on the front of the camera.

· Camera Size: Digital cameras typically fall into three size formats: pocket size, medium size and SLR size. Pocket size cameras are extremely lightweight, compact and flat. They fit just about anywhere (a pocket, perhaps?). Most digital cameras fall into the medium size category. These are slightly larger than pocket size models, weighing in between 0.5 lb. – 1 lb. SLR size cameras look similar to standard SLR cameras and typically weigh more than 1 lb.

· Flash: Flashes built into most digital cameras have limited range and adjustability. External flash features can offer a more powerful and versatile flash. Some flash options include: Off/On/Auto, Red-eye reduction, Flash sync and “Hot Shoe”.

· Lag Time: This refers to the amount of time you have to wait between shots. Most cameras have a lag time between 1 to 20 seconds.

· Other Features to Consider Include: Interchangeable/add-on lenses, rotating lens, audio recording, Mini movie and remote control.

Digital cameras vary in price from under $100 to more than $2,000. Most digital cameras fall in the range of $200 to $900. If you are looking for a basic camera with a minimum of sophisticated features, yet good image quality, you can expect to pay between $300 and $500. Models that fall in the $500 to $800 category generally offer optical resolutions of 1,280 x 1,024 or higher, 2x or 3x optical zoom lenses and other ease-of-use features. Cameras in the $800 to $1,500 range generally allow greater manual control and offer higher resolutions, high-quality lenses and more advanced features. Digital cameras priced $1,500 and up are geared toward professionals and typically offer the same mix-and-match flexibility and extensive controls that single lens reflex (SLR) cameras do. How much you pay for a digital camera depends on how you plan to use the images you take and the degree of flexibility you desire.

