
Woman Watch
 

Sue Shear Institute for  Women in Public Life  Spring 2009 

 

Donnelly to Deliver Keynote Address  

There is an old saying, 
òthose who canõt do, teach.ó  
No one could say that about 
Professor Marcia Chatelain . 

Since completing the Sue 
Shear Instituteõs 21st Century 
Leadership Academy in 1999, 
Marcia has proven that she can 
do AND  teach, and motivate 
others to do, too.  She has been 
the Reach for Excellence Assis-
tant Professor in African -
American Studies and Honors 
at the University of Oklahoma -
Norman Honors College, since 
2007.  Some of her course offer-
ings include òCulture, Repre-
sentation and the Search for 
America,ó òGirls and Girlhood 
in America,ó and òAfrican-
American Womenõs Activism.ó  

The daughter of a proud 
Haitian immigrant mother, 
Marcia earned degrees in Reli-
gious Studies and Journalism 
from the University of Missouri 
in 2001. Prior to graduating, 
she was selected to receive The 

(Continued on page 6) 

2009 Amethyst 
Award Winner: 
Marcia Chatelain  

Healthcare will be the 
topic of keynote speaker 
Margaret Donnellyõs ad-
dress at the 21st Century 
Leadership Academy dinner 
on Thursday, May 21, at the 
St. Louis Womanõs Club in 
the Central West End. 

Donnelly was tapped 
by Gov. Jay Nixon to lead 
the Missouri Department of 
Health and Senior Services 
in January, just months after 
she lost a primary bid to 
succeed Nixon as Attorney 
General.  

As director of DHSS, 
Donnelly serves as the stateõs top public 
health official, overseeing some 200 pro-
grams. Her responsibilities range from 
planning Missouriõs response to disasters 
to inspecting hospitals and child care cen-
ters to supervising programs that allow 
seniors and people with disabilities to live 

Women officials gain 
quick tips for success 

independently.  
 Prior to her appointment, 
she served three terms in the 
Missouri General Assembly, rep-
resenting Clayton, Maplewood 
and Richmond Heights in St. 
Louis County.  She focused 
much of her work on the state 
budget and issues relating to 
families, seniors and health care.  
Director Donnelly served as 
ranking member of the panel 
that oversaw $8.6 billion a year 
in funding for public health, 
mental health and social services. 
Her high -profile work as ranking 
member of the House Budget 

Committee and the Child and Families Com-
mittee drew praise from many quarters.  She 
has been recognized by the St. Louis Regional 
Chamber and Growth Association, the Mis-
souri Alliance for Children, Youth and Fami-
lies, and Paraquad, among others.  

 Donnelly got her start in politics as a 
member of the Ferguson-Florissant School 
Board where she served from 1986-92, includ-
ing one term as president. From 1991-92, she 
chaired the Commission for Abused Women 
and Children, which established the first do-
mestic violence shelter in St. Louis County.  She 
was a member of the METRO Board of Com-
missioners from 1999-2002, and currently 
serves on the board of directors of the Family 
Support Network.  

In addition to her public service, Donnelly 
was an attorney in private practice for 20 years. 
She previously worked as a social worker at 
schools in Missouri and Wisconsin and with 
the Missouri Department of Social Services. She 
earned her JD and bachelorõs and masterõs de-
grees in social work from St. Louis University.   

 The 21st Century Leadership Academy is 
(Continued on page 7) 

Above: Beverly Hills Mayor Myrtle Spann (left) 
and Clayton Mayor Linda Goldstein visit at 
ñMirror Mirror on the Wall, What am I Doing in City 
Hall?ò, a program sponsored by the Sue Shear 
Institute to help women mayors, council members, 
and alderwomen maximize their effectiveness in 
office. About two dozen elected officials from the 
metro St. Louis area attended the program, held 
at the Scholarship Foundation on Thursday, April 
16. Spann, who was elected Mayor on April 7, has 
an all-female city council in Beverly Hills. 

Women tapped to lead state departments  Î  Shear Fellow sworn-in 
as councilmember in Kirksville Î UMKC hosts women leaders from around the 
world Î Pipeline graduate earns spot on Normandy School Board Î Obama 
establishes Council on Women and Girls Î Women appointed to judicial posts 
in 16th, 21st, 22nd and 27th circuits    

INSIDE:  
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NAMES IN THE NEWS  
 

Crancer, Tucker Assume Key Roles in  
Attorney Generalõs Office 

 

St. Louis Senior Judge Barbara Crancer and  
Attorney Dana Walker Tucker  have been ap-
pointed to key posts in the Missouri Attorney  
Generalõs Office.  Crancer will serve as Chief 

Counsel for the newly -created Division of  
Civil, Disability and Workersõ Rights.  She has 

served as a judge in the 21st Judicial Circuit  
(St. Louis County) since 1992.   

 

Tucker is the Chief Counsel for the Eastern  
Region, and will manage the attorneys, investiga-
tors and support staff in the Attorney Generalõs  

St. Louis office.  She was a partner with Fox  
Galvin LLC in St. Louis.   

 

Gillibrand Appointed to Fill NY Senate Seat  
 

New York Congresswoman Kirsten Gillibrand 

has been tapped to fill the U.S. Senate seat made 
vacant by the appointment of former Sen. 
Hillary Clinton to U.S. Secretary of State.  

Gillibrand was first elected to Congress in 2006,  
after defeating a long-time incumbent.   

She is the youngest U.S. senator, and her ap-
pointment maintains the number of women 

senators at 17 (13D, 4R).  Seventy-three women 
serve in the U.S. House (56D, 17R).   

 
 

 

Obama Administration Establishes  
Council on Women and Girls;  

Appoints Women to Leadership Posts  
 

President Obama has signed an Executive Order 
creating the White House Council on Women and 
Girls, charged with providing a coordinated fed-

eral response to the challenges confronted by 
women and girls and to ensure that all Cabinet and 
Cabinet-level agencies consider how their policies 
and programs impact women and families.  The 
Council will be chaired by Valerie Jarrett , senior 

advisor and assistant to the president for intergov-
ernmental affairs and public liaison.   

 

Jarrett is one of several women appointed to high-
ranking posts in the Obama Administration.  

Women serving in the Cabinet or holding  
cabinet-rank positions  include*:  

Hillary Rodham Clinton , Secretary of State 
Hilda L. Solis , Secretary of Labor 

Janet Napolitano , Secretary of Homeland Security 
Christina Romer , Chair, Council of Economic  

Advisors  
Lisa P. Jackson, EPA Administrator  

Ambassador Susan Rice, US Ambassador to the 
United Nations.   

*At press time, KS Governor Kathleen Sebelius was 
Secretary-designate for the Department of Health and 
Human Services, awaiting confirmation by the Senate. 

 

Are you a woman in public life with news to share?  
Please e-mail dstock@umsl.edu or fax 314.516.6621.  

Intern brings new perspective to the Institute  

 Media intern Jeff Reul 

brings a lot to the Institute.  
He brings skills as a writer, a 
new perspective to the here-
tofore all -female environ-
ment and lots of assorted 
baked goods. 
 Cookies and cupcakes 
aside, itõs Jeffõs competence 
and creativity as a writer that 
make him such an asset to the Instituteõs work.   
 As the media intern, he has already written 
and published one electronic newsletter  (the 
Institute Update), and has contributed signifi-
cantly to the production of this issue of Women 
Watch.  He has also written several profiles of 
Shear Fellows for the New Leadership Develop-
ment Network alumni webpage, and will soon 
begin drafting press releases announcing the se-
lection of the 2009 Shear Fellows. 
 Currently at work on a technical writing 

certificate at UM -St. Louis,  Jeff already holds a 
bachelorõs degree in communications and jour-
nalism from Washington University in St. Louis, 
and an associateõs degree in communication arts  
from St. Louis Community College at Meramec.  
He also has a B.S. in food science and human 
nutrition from MU.  
 Jeff has already been published in several 
publications, including student papers at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis and The Montage, 
the award-winning student newspaper at Mera-
mec Community College. He has also written for 
The Webster-Kirkwood Times and The South County 
Times, and St. Louis Women On The Move, and the 
St. Louis Chapter of the MS Society.   
 When he is not in class or at the Institute, 
you might recognize Jeff as the guy selling politi-
cal buttons at area events. He is also a volunteer 
at the Alzheimerõs Association and sometimes 
contributes to their newsletter.  
 Jeffõs aspiration is to be a travel writer.  × 
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Beth K. Smith 
Bob Stanza 

 

Supporter  
Christine Bredenkoetter 
Virginia Loeb Deutch  

Kathleen Forsyth 
Lisa Greening 

Frank Hamsher 
Monica Huddleston  

Debra Irwin  
Barry Kayes 
Lynn Lyss 

Alberta Meyer  
Laura Shaw Murra  

Leslie Tolliver -Rogers 
Lisa Van Amburg  

Amy Wachs 
Patricia Yaeger 

 
Friend  

Shirley Breeze 
Nina K. Bryans 
Judy Campbell 

Sheilah Clarke-Ekong 
Susan Edelstein 

Ann Elwell  
Malaika Horne -Wells 

Margean Kastner 
Maria Curtis Kerford  

Jane Mendelson 
Jeanne Patrick 
Carol Portman 

Ann Ross 
Shera Ross 

Marge Schramm 
Susan Stepleton 
Vetta Thompson 

Andy Thorp  
Anne Tolan 

Betty Van Uum 
Kayla Vaughan 

 
FACULTY AFFILIATES  

For a complete list and 
biographies of 2009 Faculty 

Affiliates, visit our web site at  
www.umsl.edu/~iwpl 

 
Rashda òSonnyó Buttar 

Clayton School Board 
Maria Chappelle -Nadal  

State Representative (D-72) 
Rita Heard Days  

Minority Floor Leader 
Missouri Senate (D-15) 

Laurie Feldman 
St. Charles City Council 

Linda Goldstein  
Mayor of Clayton 
Amy Hamilton  

Richmond Heights City Mgr. 
Monica Huddleston  

Former Mayor, Greendale 
Jane Klieve 
Klieve Group 

 

 In his first appointment to a Nonpartisan 
Court Plan Circuit,   Gov. Jay Nixon broke a glass 
ceiling by naming  St. Louis County Associate Cir-
cuit Judge Gloria Clark Reno , thus making her 
the first  female African -American circuit judge in 
the 21st Judicial Circuit.  Reno 
was appointed associate circuit 
judge in 2002.  She holds a 
bachelorõs degree in English 
from UMSL, and earned her 
law degree at Saint Louis Uni-
versity.   Reno replaces retiring 
Judge Melvyn Wiesman, boost-
ing the number of women 
judges in the circuit to 13 (of 43) or  30 percent. 
 Gov. Nixon also appointed Debra Ann  

Hopkins  to the post of Associate Circuit Judge in 
the 27th Judicial Circuit, which covers Bates 
County, south of Kansas City.  Hopkinsõ appoint-
ment boosts the representation of women on the 
circuit to 25 percent (she is the lone woman out of 
four).   She earned her bachelorõs degree in history 
and her JD from the University of Missouri -
Kansas City.  Hopkins replaces retiring Judge 
John. M. OõBannon.  The 27th Circuit is not in-
cluded in the Nonpartisan Court Plan, so Hop-
kins will finish out the remainder of OõBannonõs 
four -year term, and then must run in a partisan 
election. 
 Shortly before leaving office, Gov. Blunt ap-
pointed two women, Joel Fahnestock May, and 
Theresa Counts Burke , to the 16th and 22nd Cir-
cuits, respectively.   
 May was appointed circuit judge in  Jackson 
County's  16th Judicial Circuit in early January, 
filling the vacancy created by the passing of the 
Honorable Kelly J. Moorhouse .  Prior to her ap-
pointment, Judge May was an Assistant U.S. At-
torney in the U.S. Attorneyõs office for the West-
ern District of Missouri.   She earned her bache-
lorõs degree in English Communications from 
William Woods College and her law degree from 
the University of Missouri -Kansas City.  She is the 
first woman judge to join the 16th circuit since 
2003.  By replacing another female, her appoint-
ment maintains the total of 11 women judges, or 
33 percent. 
 Judge Theresa Counts Burke was appointed 
circuit judge in the 22 nd Judicial Circuit in Novem-
ber, bringing the total number of women judges 
in the St. Louis City circuit to ten.   Judge Burke 
was a municipal judge in the City of St. Louis 
before joining the circuit bench, and has over 20 

years of experience in private law practice.  She 
earned her B.A. in Political Science from Southern 
Illinois University at Edwardsville , and her JD 
from St. Louis University School of Law.  
 In addition to recently  named women 

judges, two women were ap-
pointed to the newly -created 
31st Circuit Judicial Commis-
sion which was necessitated 
by the adoption of the Greene 
County Nonpartisan Court 
Plan by a majority vote in the 
November 2008 General elec-
tion.   Greene was the first 

county to join the Missouri Nonpartisan Plan 
since 1973.   
 Linda Fowler and Sara Hargis,  both of 
Springfield, are the lay members appointed by 
Gov. Blunt to the new commission.   They and 
their fellow commissioners are charged with rec-
ommending the panel of three nominees from 
which the Governor will make appointments to 
the 31st Judicial Circuit when a vacancy oc-
curs.  Currently, there are no women judges in 
that circuit.  

 Looking ahead, courts in Kansas City and St. 
Louis have vacancies and many female appli-
cants.  A panel named on March 13, for a vacancy 
on the Western District Court of Appeals includes 
the Hon. Jacqueline A. Cook , presiding judge of 
the 17th Judicial Circuit, Cynthia L. Reams  

Martin , who is a solo practitioner from Leeõs 
Summit,  and a male attorney.  Once this vacancy 
has been filled, the commission will meet to se-
lect, from the same applicant pool, two additional 
panels of three nominees to fill vacancies created 
by the resignation of two male judges. Of the 47 
applicants for the vacant positions, 13 are women.  
Currently, Judge Lisa White Hardwick  is the 
only woman on the court.  
 In St. Louis County, a panel named on April 
10, to fill a circuit judge vacancy also includes two 
women: Associate Circuit Judge Thea Sherry , 
who  has served since 1998, and Pat Reddington , 
St. Louis County Counselor. × 
 

 Visit our website for a complete breakdown 
of the composition of the Missouri courts by gen-
der and race, and be sure to stay tuned for de-

tails on the Instituteõs upcoming workshop, in 
partnership with the Women Lawyerõs of 
Greater St. Louis, to demystify the process of 
becoming a judge.  The program will be held 

next fall.  Details are forthcoming.    

Women tapped to fill judicial vacancies 
in multiple courtrooms across the state 



Appointments  In each newsletter, we will list women who have been recently appointed to 

public policy positions.  Please let us know of other women who have joined the public policy process since Nov. 2008. 

S  erving on a public board or commis-
sion is an excellent way to put your tal-
ents to use in public service without run-
ning for office.  

If you are interested in serving on a 
board or commission, contact the Insti-
tute at (314) 516-4727 in St. Louis or 

(816) 235-1409 in Kansas City and visit 
our website at www.umsl.edu/~iwpl/ to 
complete a òPublic Service Personal Pro-
fileó on-line. 

For a list of boards and commissions 
in Missouri, visit the Governorõs website 
at http://governor.mo.gov/boards/  
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State of Missouri  

Gracia L. Backer 
Director, Division of Employment Security 
Lee A, Bascom 
Missouri Commission on Autism Spectrum 
Disorders 
Bettye Battle -Turner  
St. Louis Board of Police Commissioners 
Karen L. Benson 
Governorõs Council on Disability 
Anne M. Bethune  
Child Abuse and Neglect Review Board 
Rebecca S. Blackwell 
Missouri Commission on Autism Spectrum 
Disorders 
Dr. Nanci A. Bobrow  
Child Abuse and Neglect Review Board 
Thelma V. Cook  
Harris-Stowe State Univ. Board of Regents 
Dr. Kathleen Boyle Dalen  
Childrenõs Trust Fund Board 
Margaret Donnelly  
Director, Department of Health and Senior 
Services 
Susan Eckles 
Missouri Planning Council for Developmental 
Disabilities 
Sheila A. Ernzen  
Clay County Auditor 
Peggy Gettemeier 
Missouri Board of Occupational Therapy 
Lisa A. Green  
Missouri State Board of Nursing 
Elizabeth K. Grove  
Safe Drinking Water Commission 
Zelema Harris  
Automotive Jobs Task Force 
Cynthia L. Heislen  
Missouri Community Service Commission 
Michelle L. Hoffmeister  

 

St. Louis City  

Sharon Cunningham  
Board of Adjustment 
Cherri Elder  
Cherokee-Lemp Special Business District 
Judith Hanses  
Soldierõs Memorial Building Commission 
Sharon Lightfoot  
Westminster/Lake Special Business District 
Janet Meyer 
Washington Place Special Business District 
Sally Nikolajevich  
Forest Park Advisory Board 
Tricia Roland -Hamilton  
Westminster/Lake Special Business District 
Alyse Sabina  
Waterman/Lake Special Business District 
Irene Soll  
Board of Adjustment 
Myrrah Rehg  
Forest Park Advisory Board 
Marilyn Teitelbaum  
City Airport Commission 

 

St. Louis County  

Carrie Cafazza 
Mid-East Area Agency on Aging 
Monica Huddleston  
Metropolitan Park & Recreation Board  
Betty Humphrey  
St. Louis Boundary Commission 
Andrea Jackson 
St. Louis Jefferson Solid Waste Management 
District  
Leslie Tolliver -Rogers 
Board of Equalization 

Appointment information for Kansas City 
and Jackson County was unavailable at 
press time. 

SEE YOUR NAME HERE! 
 

It is a great time to update your resume and be a part of the public policy process in 
Missouri.  If you would like to join the list of distinguished women on these pages 
who serve on public boards and commissions, visit  www.umsl.edu/~iwpl and click on  
ά¢ŀƭŜƴǘ .ŀƴƪέ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀ Public Service Personal Profile and be added to the Talent 
.ŀƴƪ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΗ 

Missouri Planning Council for Developmental 
Disabilities 
Linda S. Houghton  
Public Administrator, Daviess County 
Shera R. Kafka 
Child Abuse and Neglect Review Board 
Susan N. Levy 
Missouri Consolidated Health Care Plan 
Board of Trustees 
Nicole L. (Nikki) Loethen  
Deputy Counsel; Missouri Consolidated 
Health Care Plan Board of Trustees 
Marcie A. Luebbert  
Missouri Quality Home Care Council 
Elizabeth Magee  
Child Abuse Neglect and Review Board 
Linda Martinez  
Director, Dept. of Economic Development 
Mayme Young Miller  
Director of Constituent Services 
Karen King Mitchell  
Director, Department of Revenue 
Mary E. Nelson  
Director of Boards and Commissions 
Nancy M. Nelson  
Missouri Veterans Commission 
Vernetta Kaye Newsome  
Missouri Consolidated Health Care Plan 
Board of Trustees 
Brenda L. Niemeyer  
Missouri Planning Council for Developmental 
Disabilities 
Jane A. Rackers 
Director, Div. of Professional Registration 
Kellie Ritchie  
Lafayette County Prosecuting Attorney 
Rhonda J. Shimmens 
Missouri State Board of Nursing 
Janis VanMeter  
Missouri Community Service Commission 
Deborah K. Wagner  
Missouri State Board of Nursing 
D. Kimberly Whittle  
Child Abuse and Neglect Review Board 
Sharon M. Williams  
Missouri Planning Council for Developmental 
Disabilities 
Phyllis M. Wolfram  
Missouri Commission on Autism Spectrum 
Disorders 
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Women lead key state departments 
 Several Missouri departments are 
under the leadership of women ap-
pointed by Gov. Jay Nixon.  
 Karen King Mitchell  is Director of 
the Department of Revenue, the central 
collection agency for all state revenue.   
 Most Missourianõs interact with 
the Department of Revenue annually to 
register motor vehicles, renew driverõs 
licenses or pay taxes.   
 Since taking office, Mitchell has led 
an effort to open up the bidding process 
for license fee offices, and is also work-
ing to bring motor vehicle transactions 
online. 
 òAs the national economic crisis 
continues, weõre going to use taxpayer 
dollars responsibly, and we will look for 
additional opportunities to save time 
and money for Missouri families,ó she 
said at the time of her appointment.  
 A lifelong public servant, Mitchell 
was deputy attorney general from 1999-
2009.  She joined the Attorney Generalõs 
Office in 1987 and has served as chief 
council of the Governmental Affairs 
Division, the largest division in the At-
torney Generalõs Office.  She was also 
State Solicitor from 1996-1999, and was 
Council for the U.S. Dept. of Health and 
Human Services in the late-80s.  
 Mitchell is a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Missouri and earned a law 
degree at the University of Missouri -
Kansas City. 
 While Mitchell focuses on Reve-

nue, Linda M. Martinez is focused on 
jobs.  Martinez is Director of the Depart-
ment of Economic Development, which 
oversees a wide variety of state pro-
grams and services designed to create 
and retain jobs, attract businesses and 
help communities grow and prosper.   
 Since her appointment in January, 
Martinez has worked closely with Gov. 
Nixon to implement the ShowMe JOBS 
plan, which focuses on job creation and 
training, and support for small -business 
growth.  
 Prior to joining the administration, 
Martinez spend 26 years at the Bryan 
Cave law firm in St. Louis, specializing 
in financial and development transac-
tions.  She earned her bachelorõs degree 
from MU and is a graduate of the Wash-
ington University School of Law.   
 Directing the Department of 
Health and Senior Services is former 
State Rep. Margaret Donnelly.  To learn 
more about Donnelly, check out the 
story on page 1.  
 Other executive appointments 
made by Nixon include former Assis-
tant Attorney General Jane Rackers as 
director of the Division of Professional 
Registration, St. Louis attorney Mary 

Nelson  as Director of Boards and Com-
missions, and former state legislator 
Gracia Backer as his choice to lead the 
Division of Employment Security, a post 
she held during the Holden administra-
tion.  × 

Debi Salberg 
Webster Groves City Council 

Anne U. Tolan 
Webster Groves City Council 

Gerry Welch 
Mayor of Webster Groves 

Robin Wright -Jones 
State Senator (D-5) 

 

Thank you for 
sharing your wisdom 
and supporting the 

work of the Institute!  

Panelists at the Instituteôs annual ñStatehouse Sistersò program 
share their thoughts on the 2008 Election.  From left: Sen. Robin 
Wright -Jones , Rep. Maria Chappelle -Nadal and Sen. Rita 
Heard Days (speaking). Over 50 campus and community mem-
bers attended the program at UMSL on Friday, Feb. 6. 

Donõt miss out on the fun!  
Plan now to participate in 
the Instituteõs 3rd annual 
moving celebration of 
women in public life ~  
 

Sept. 26, 2009, 9:00 a.m.  

Tilles Park in Ladue  
 

Save the date and stay tuned 
for more information!  

Graduate elected to 
local school board 

 Sacrificing two evenings in the middle 
of winter paid off for Joyce McRath this 
spring.  After attending the Instituteõs Janu-
ary òPipeline to Local Officeó workshop, 
McRath was the top vote-getter out of four 
candidates in the April 7 election, winning 
one of two spots on the Normandy School 
Board by a margin of almost 600 votes. 
 Led by the Instituteõs staff and former 
Pipeline attendees-turned elected officials, 
the workshop covered many topics includ-
ing: How to develop a campaign plan, how 
to target likely voters and how to raise 
money.  McRathõs enthusiasm certainly 
caught on, and she even won over some 
donors during an in -class exercise.  The 
next Pipeline program, òPipeline to Public 
Office,ó will be held October 23-24 at 
UMSL.  Details are forthcoming.  
 The Institute hosted a òVictory Partyó 
on April 23 to give Pipeline attendees a 
chance to reconnect and celebrate McRathõs 
victory.  Way to go, Joyce!  × 
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Harry S. Truman Scholarship, a prestigious 
national award that provides up to $30,000 
in funding to students pursuing graduate 
degrees in public service fields.  Roughly 
10 percent of applicants are selected to re-
ceive the Fellowship each year.  She earned 
her Ph.D. in American Civilization from 
Brown University in 2008, and received a 
Black Studies Dissertation Fellowship from 
the University of California -Santa Barbara 
where she taught from 2006-2007.  She is 
the first in her family to earn an advanced 
degree. 

 

òIf I am able to influence one person 
half as much as [Dr. Chatelain] has 
influenced others é I know that my 
mission of change and inspiration 
will be met.ó   
  KeõYonna L. Wynn 
  Honors Student, U of Oklahoma 
   

Marcia is the author of several papers, 
book chapters and articles, and is currently 
at work on a book manuscript entitled, 
Daughters of the Great Migration: Girls and 
Racial Uplift in a Changing Chicago, 1900-
1950.  òI have dedicated my professional 
career to telling the stories of women and 
girls who exist at the margins of history, 
but whose labor and love allow women 
like me to thrive and succeed,ó she said in 
her Amethyst Award application.   òIn the 
ten years since I learned how to shake 
hands and shake things up as a Shear Fel-
low, Iõve drawn great wisdom and strength 
from discovering the past and trying to 
make a difference in the present.ó 

As a professor, Marcia uses classroom 
discussions to identify other women who 
may be ready for leadership, and encour-
ages them to apply to attend NEW Leader-
ship-Oklahoma, a sister program of the 21st 
Century Leadership Academy that helped 
her develop her own leadership skills.   One 
student said, òIf I am able to influence one 
person half as much as she has influenced 
others é I know that my mission of change 
and inspiration will be met.ó   

As the Amethyst Award winner, 
Marcia will receive an unrestricted cash 
award of $1,000 at the 21st Century Leader-
ship Academy keynote dinner on Thurs-
day, May 21, 2009.   

The Award is given annually to a 
Shear Fellow who has inspired others by 
applying the skills and knowledge she 
gained at the 21st Century Leadership 
Academy.  × 

(Chatelain, continued from page 1) 

One of Jay Nixonõs first 
acts as governor was to meet 
with a few small business 
owners to discuss his Show-
Me JOBS Initiative.  The Sue 
Shear Institute helped iden-
tify women to participate in 
this meeting, which took 
place in the Governorõs Of-
fice just minutes after Nixon 
was sworn in.  

A dozen young entre-
preneurs met with the gover-
nor and Economic Develop-
ment Director Linda Marti-

nez, to discuss ways the state 
can help them grow their 
businesses. 

Women business owners recruited 
by the Institute included: Megan Bittle , 
Victoria Gonzalez , Sheila Little -

Forrest, and Traci Moore Clay . 
Bittle is co-owner and COO of RSI 

Kitchen & Bath in St. Louis. She is also 
the president of the National Kitchen & 
Bath Associationõs bi-state chapter. 

Gonzalez is president and CEO of 
the Nidus Center for Scientific Enter-
prise, a St. Louis firm that helps its cli-
ents prepare new technologies 

(particularly in life sciences) for market.  
Little -Forrest is president of Afro 

World, a company her parents founded 
in 1970. Little-Forrest grew Afro World 
from a small mail order company for 
hair products into a business with Afro -
centric clothes and collectibles with cus-
tomers all over the world.  

Clay is the founding principal of 
Traci Moore Graphics, a design com-
pany located in St. Louis since 1997. × 

Businesswomen meet with Gov. 
Nixon to discuss jobs initiative  

From left: Megan Bittle, RSI Kitchen & Bath; Victoria  
Gonzalez, Nidus Center for Scientific Enterprise; Sheila Little
-Forrest, Afro World; and Traci Moore Clay, Traci Moore 
Graphics. 

 Five international 
lawyers and judges visited 
Kansas City in March to 
discuss womenõs empow-
erment. One stop on their 
agenda: The Sue Shear 
Instituteõs UMKC office.
 The women leaders - 
who represented India, 
Israel, Nigeria, St. Lucia, 
and Burkina Faso - said 
that they had gotten many 
ideas from their visits, and 
needed to sit down and 
make goals and plans for 
when they return to their home coun-
tries.   
 Ms. Naomi Garba , from Nigeria, 
said that throughout the day, she had 
been encouraged by what she heard 

and she would go back to Nigeria and 
perhaps try to run for public office 
again (she had run some years back, but 
lost when a group of male politicians 
formed opposition against her).  × 

UMKC hosts global women leaders 

Institute Manager Julie Warm (left) with women leaders partici-
pating in the Department of Stateôs International Visitor Leader-
ship Program this March in Kansas City.   


