
 

Thanks to all of those that have offered to serve on next year’s Staff Council.  
Elections are currently underway and will run until May 20th at 5:00pm.  If you 
haven’t had a chance to vote yet, you can do so by visiting: https://
apps.umsl.edu/webapps/ITS/staff_vote/login.cfm.  This is an important 
process, and it takes effort from everyone to make the Staff Association 
successful.  For those of you that want to be involved but do not feel you have 
the time to serve an elected position, there are several committees we will be 
looking to fill in the Fall. 
 
Thanks all those that voted on the by-law revisions in April.  I’m happy to report 
that the four Staff Association By-Law revisions passed. 
 
The Staff Association is looking to sell a few more shirts and fleeces.  The 
ordering deadline has extended until May 25th. If you’d like to place an order 
contact Lorraine Simeone or myself. 
 
As always feel free to contact me or your unit representative if you have any 
questions or for anything you may need.   
 
Hope you are enjoying this great weather! 
 
 
 
 
 

 

President’s Message 

University of Missouri-St. Louis Staff Association Newsletter Page 1 

The Link 

Inside this issue: 

Chris Scheetz 

Photo by August Jennewein 

Volunteer of the 
Month 

2  

Riverstar of the Month 2 

Employee Volunteer 
Program 

2 

Meet the Staff 3 

Save the Date 4 

MSC Summer Hours 4 

UMSL Smoke Free 4 

Gypsy Caravan 5 

Healthy For Life 6 

UMSL Night at the 
Ballpark 

7 

UMSL Corpse Flower 8 

Basketball Summer 
Camp 

9 

Employee Volunteer 
Fair 

10 

Progress In Bloom 
 

11 Photo by Christopher Boyce 

https://apps.umsl.edu/webapps/ITS/staff_vote/login.cfm
https://apps.umsl.edu/webapps/ITS/staff_vote/login.cfm


The Link Page 2 

Riverstars Employee of the Month 

April 2011 Winner  -  Marvelous Motivator 

 
 
Paul Becker 
System Support Analyst-Specialist 
IT User Services 
 
Congratulation to Paul! 

Volunteer of the Month-

March 
 
"Katherine is fabulous! She is extremely 
dependable, punctual and always comes in 
with a desire to work and be impactful. There is 
no task too big or little for her to do. She does 
not seek to draw attention to herself, but 
quietly get things done! She is definitely an 
exemplary model for the Volunteer Services."  Katherine Kravitz 

Employee Volunteer Program 
  
Our unique program offers community members 
the opportunity to become a valuable part of cam-
pus through volunteering. A volunteer fair com-
prised of a sampling of eligible organizations will 
kick-off the program on May 19 from 10:00am-

2:00pm in the Century Rooms of the MSC.   Come 
join us! 
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Meet the Staff Council—Bob Ell 

 
 

What is your position on the Staff Council?  
 
I am one of two staff representatives on the University Assembly committee on 
information technology. I attend monthly committee meetings where members 
discuss information technology issues with the CIO and IT administration. This 
could involve anything and everything from online course evaluations to virtual 
instruction in Second Life. Additionally, we also discuss the ways in which new 
technologies can enhance and transform all aspects of the educational experience 
at UMSL. 
 
Why is the staff association important to you? 
 
The staff association is important to me because it provides staff members an 
opportunity to get involved in the decision-making processes of the campus and 
learn about how the university actually operates. 
 
What is your position at the university? 
 
I am a coordinator of programs and special events at the Center for International 
Studies. I am also one of several passport application acceptance agents on 
campus. If you need a passport, come see me! 
 
What are your hobbies and interests?  
 
When I’m not at UMSL, I enjoy spending time with my friends, drinking good 
beer, eating good food, and chasing the impossible dream that is a perfect lawn. 
I’m also a bit of a social media junkie. 
 



Save the Date 
Employee Volunteer Fair May 19th  10am-2pm MSC Century Rooms 

Progress In Bloom May 21st  8am Normandy Community  
(please see the flyer at the end of 
this publication )  

Gypsy Caravan  May 30th UMSL Campus 

Alumni Night at the Ball-
park 

June 3rd 5:30pm Busch Stadium 

UMSL Smoke Free Campus July 1st Campus Wide 

 
We would love to hear your 
thoughts about what type 
of content you find helpful 
and relevant for The Link.  
Don’t forget to  visit us  
online at :                      
http://www.umsl.edu/staff 

If you have questions, ideas or 
concerns about the Link or 
Staff Association, please con-
tact Christopher Boyce, Link 
editor, at                                 
boycech@umsl.edu  
 
Do you have a favorite recipe 
or workplace story to share?   
Do you have photos of  UMSL 
or staff events that you think 
would be good for publication?      

The Bottom Line 

 MSC Summer Hours (May 17 - July 31) 

 Monday - Thursday:  7am - 9pm;    
 Friday: 7am - 5pm;  
 Saturday - Sunday: 10am - 5pm 

Reminder:  UMSL To Become Smoke Free  
                                                                                      
Effective July 1, 2011, the University of Missouri-St. Louis will become 
completely smoke-free on all campus property, both indoors and out-
doors. Campus property includes all owned or leased buildings, parking 
garages and parking lots; owned or leased vehicles; and owned or leased outdoor 
grounds and sidewalks. This policy applies to faculty, staff, students, contractor and 
consultant employees, performers, visitors and the general public. 
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Gypsy Caravan 
Make plans to join us for the 39th annual Gypsy Caravan on Memorial Day, Monday, May 
30, 2011 on the campus of the University of Missouri-St. Louis (UMSL).   Find more infor-
mation on the website at http://www.stlsymphony.org/gypsycaravan/  
 
Interested in volunteering?  Here are the current events that we need help with:  
 
Saturday, May 28 

Site Prep – Mark Vendor Spaces:  One shift – 8:30-10:30am 
Sunday, May 29 

Site Prep – Fencing: 1 shift – 6-9am 
Site Prep – Signage:  1 shift - afternoon 
Vendor Check-in: 3 shifts from 8:30-6pm 
Site Prep – Finish for Vendors:  One shift – 6-8pm 

Monday, May 30 
Event Day set up:  1 shift – 4am-6:30am 
 Gate Shift:  5 shifts from 6:45am to 5pm 
Finance Room: 3 shifts from 9am-6pm. 
Information Tents:  3 shifts from 7am-5pm 
Ice Management: 3 shifts from 8am-5pm 
Site Clean-up: 1 shift from 5pm-8pm. 
Money Collection:  5 shifts from 7:30am-5:30pm 
Traffic Management:  Group. From 6:30am to 3pm 
 

Those who are interested should email Kathy Borges at  skmdet@aol.com 
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Staff Association 

 1st Annual  Golf Tournament & Dinner 
Many thanks to those that helped make this year’s event a huge success!! 

 

Photo courtesy of Sandy Crawshaw  
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Please share this  information so your colleagues will know about programs and resources that will 
help them get moving and take charge of their health.  To read about other programs, success sto-
ries, and events, please subscribe to the wellness newsletter by e-mailing Healthy for Life or visit our 
website. 
 

 
Float Trip 
Sunday May 22, 9:30 a.m.  The Current River 
 
No summer is complete without a relaxing float down the river. Boat from Aker’s Ferry to Pulltite 
access. Enjoy the beautiful scenery and explore a cave. Beginners can do this 10-mile float ride. 
Camping is available near the put-in, and lodging is available in Salem, Mo. Advanced registration and 
payment are required. Call 314-775- 2142 or visit www.alpineshop.com.  
 
 

Komen Race for the Cure® 
For the 7th year, UMSL is forming a team to participate in the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure. This 
event will take place in downtown St. Louis, on June 11th, 2011 at 8:30 a.m. Last year 71,802 people 
participated in this event. If you want to join Team UMSL, please contact Healthy for Life Wellness 
Ambassador Anne-Sophie Blank at  asblank@umsl.edu.  Friends and family are welcome to be part of 
the excitement! 
 
 

 

Walking Groups—Pedometer Program 
Walk your way to good health!  Faculty and staff can purchase pedometers for $15, and a full refund 
is given at the completion of one million steps. To purchase a pedometer, contact Faith Lucas at 516-
5090  

Prizes now awarded up to 10 million steps! 
 
 

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook 
Healthy for Life invites you to follow us on Twitter and Facebook. We update regularly with events 
and health-related information. 
 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/healthy4lifestl   
Facebook: Healthy for Life: TE Atkins UM Wellness 

Healthy for Life: TE Atkins UM Wellness Program 
205 Heinkel Building 
Columbia, MO 65211 
573.884.1312 (Phone) 
573.884-3123 (Fax) 
Email: Wellness@umsystem.edu    
Web: wellness.umsystem.edu  
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Healthy For Life 
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Friday, June 3, 2011   
5:30 p.m. Pre-Game Barbecue 

JBuck's, 1000 Clark Ave. (Inside) 
7:15 p.m. First pitch 

CARDINALS vs. CUBS 
(Seats are in sections 453/454) 

 
Pre-game barbecue includes hamburgers, hotdogs, chips, cookies and soft drinks. Cash bar 

available. $49/person.  No ticket limit.    Seating is limited, and this  game will SELL 
OUT!  Get tickets now!    RSVP by May 27.  Tickets distributed at the pre-game barbecue. 

 
Please visit  http://www.umslalumni.org/  for more information 

 
Questions?   Call 314-516-5833, or email alumni@umsl.edu 

Join the University of Missouri - St. Louis Alumni Association for the Annual 

UMSL NIGHT AT THE BALLPARK!! 
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Play Ball! 
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Corpse flower makes a stink at UMSL  
 by Kylie Shafferkoetter  

It’s stinky. It’s odd looking. And it only blooms once 
or twice a decade. The ever-interesting corpse 
flower showed off its elusive bloom at the Univer-
sity of Missouri–St. Louis this weekend. More than 
300 people filed into a university greenhouse to 
see – and smell – the exotic plant during the 12-20 
hours it was open. 

It’s been two years since a corpse flower last 
opened at UMSL and eight long years before that. 
The plant, affectionately called “Archie,” is a titan 
arum, whose scientific name is Amorphophallus 
titanium. Archie is actually not a flower at all, but 
an unbranched inflorescence – the largest in the 
world. A native of Sumatra, an island in western 
Indonesia, it is known for the pungent odor – simi-
lar to rotting meat – that the “flower” gives off 
when it opens. The smell is designed to attract car-
rion beetles that pollinate the plants. 

“This plant is unpredictable and fascinating. You never know when it will bloom,” said 
Kathy Upton, research specialist and greenhouse manager at UMSL. “When it finally hap-
pens it’s really exciting. It has so many interesting features – from its odd 

shape and stinky odor to its giant size and ability to heat itself up to above room tempera-
ture. You don’t want to miss seeing this incredible plant.” 

Upton added, “It was fun to watch Archie’s flower progressively open wider throughout 
the day and into the evening. The odor really increased after the sun went down, and re-
minded me of cooked cabbage. I’m looking forward to watching our second flower, Betty, 
and to attempt to create an UMSL hybrid with pollen from Archie.” 

Upton has grown the plant for the past 16 years after receiving seeds from Jim Symon, a 
collector. This particular plant bloomed in 1998, making it the first to bloom in the U.S. 
since 1939. Archie is the fourth plant to produce a flower from the original seed batch. His 
sister, Betty, is getting ready to bloom, so it’s not too late to experience the corpse 
flower. 

More information: 
umsl.edu/~biology/titan_arum 
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UNIVERSITY OF MISSOU RI -ST. LOUIS  

W OMENõS BASKETBALL 

Summer Camp 2011 

Monday June 20
th

 ï Thursday June 23
rd

, 2011 

 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday- Wednesday) 

8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (Thursday) 

 

Price- $125 per Camper which includes a T-Shirt. 
 

 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
 Registration is on June 20th from 7:30-8:00 a.m.  

 Lunch will be available for purchase for $5. 

 Swimming is optional from 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. on Monday-Wednesday with a certified lifeguard. 

 Gym opens at 7:30 a.m. each day. 

 Faculty/Staff of UMSL Discount- Children or grandchildren of UMSL Faculty/Staff will receive 

a $25 discount.  Discount cannot be applied towards application deposit but will be applied 

towards remaining balance.   

HOW TO FIND THE BROCH URE ONLINE   

 Go to UMSLôs athletic page www.umsltritons.com 

 Select Inside Athletics at the top of page 

 Select Sports Camps under Inside Athletics 

 Scroll to the 2011 Girls Basketball Camp and click Camp Brochure. 

 

 



 



 


