Smashing Ideas: Tools to Remix Educational Content from the Internet

[image: ]Task 1: Remix and Organize from My Example

Assignment: Begin to explore the capabilities of ThingLink while learning more about the P21 Partnership for 21st Century Student Learning Outcomes. 

THINGLINK: http://www.thinglink.com/edu 
Log in using your provided username/email and password. (Note: you can keep this account and go into the settings to change the fake email to be your own.)

1. You will see the “Stream” that I’ve begun from you. The images that show up here come from the images I’ve uploaded into our channel. Click the “21st Century Student Learning Outcomes” interactive image to begin.
2. Click the “Remix” button on the far right to create a remixed copy. 










3. You are now in editing mode. Rename the page with your last name as the first word of the new title of your remixed image.
4. The interactive elements I’ve added are all across the top of the page. Move the interactive elements around on the page to illustrate what you value as important to the most important. Some of these elements will take visitors to webpages, others to videos, etc.
5. Save each tag as you work. Then click the big green “SAVE” button when you’re done. 
6. Finally, you must add your new remixed image to our group channel. To do this, click the “Add to Channel” link just under your new version and to the right. Choose “FTTC Workshop Group Channel.”


[image: ]





Task 2: Explore Educational Uses of ThingLink

Now that you’ve remixed our ThingLink in Task #1, let’s look at other ways to use ThingLink.

Assignment: Explore the example ThingLinks on this site: http://tinyurl.com/fttc-thinglink 
and discuss with your partner which examples and uses of ThingLink appeal to you.

Instructor Created ThingLink Ideas:







Student Created ThingLink Ideas:






Now that we’ve explored ThingLink a bit more, take a look and get inspired by the images I’ve collected for you to use as the background for your own ThingLink (http://fttc-thinglink.weebly.com )

Next up…begin to gather resources to build a ThingLink about your own topic!

Task 3: Explore and Share Open Education Resources (OER)

Assignment: Begin to explore existing OERs in your discipline and area. Then, share examples onto your our collective Padlet with your insights about why this resource is potentially valuable to you.

Links to Explore:
· OER Commons: http://www.oercommons.org/oer
· Gooru: http://www.goorulearning.org/#home

Find 1-2 examples, copy the link to the resource, and paste into our group’s Padlet Wall.

http://padlet.com/holmeskm/fttc2014





Task 4: Gather Great Materials

Assignment: Find 1-2 images, files, videos, and websites that you want to build onto your interactive ThingLink.  Use the resources on our workshop website: http://fttc-thinglink.weebly.com 

Save website, image, and video URLs in a special place such as a Word document. You’ll refer to these links later when you build your ThingLink interactive image.

Or, alternatively use Scoop-It, a digital curation tool to gather your resources. Here’s how:

· Create a free account on http://scoop.it or sign up with your Facebook or Twitter account.
· Once you are logged in, click your name in the upper right hand corner and “Create a Topic.” Name it with an umbrella term for all of the resources you’ll add to the topic page.
· Add the Scoop-It Bookmarklet to your browser. Then, browse the web freely. When you find a topic that you would like to add to your ThingLink, click that bookmarklet and add the link to your Scoop-It topic page.  Add an “insight” if you want to note what interested you. 

Scoop-It is a digital curation too. Learn more about Scoop-It here:
http://www.teachertrainingvideos.com/sharing-social-networking/scoop-it.html 











Design Your Activity

Task 5: Put it all together!

Assignment: You will create one interactive image that packages and presents the content you’ve gathered. 

· Once you’re logged back into ThingLink, click the CREATE menu and start creating. You can choose images or drag-and-drop directly onto the page. You may also choose to import images from Facebook, Flickr and the web.
· Click anywhere on the image to add a link to a file or website.  Change the icon as preferred. Enter and format the text for each interaction, as desired.
· Arrange your interactions on the image. 
· Save your interactive image. After saving, go to your image and click “Add to Channel.” 
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Task 6: Reflect and Discuss What We’ve Learned

What ideas do you have for using ThingLink in your teaching/practice?





What questions do you have?





More Information about ThingLink for Teachers

With a ThingLink EDU Premium account ($35/year), you can manage students and see the work of all of your students in one place. 


Create Classroom Groups

You can add groups and register students or add existing ThingLink uses to your classroom group using the Group Management feature. 

[image: ttp://wiki.thinglink.com:8080/attach/Class%20channel/511.png]
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When the accounts are created, you will see a list of all the students’ account usernames and passwords. PRINT THIS.  Your email address will be the default email address until they change it using their own Settings dialog box. Log into the Group account and create a channel for your group where their work will appear. 
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Instructions

Signup new students to ThingLink by writing one name per line in the box. The contact email of
these accounts will be YOUR email, which means that you will receive all notifications from the
accounts, including password recovery links. The students can change their email address from
their own settings dialog.

After clicking on "Add students’, new accounts wil be created. You wil then see their login ids
and passwords, which you MUST store, since they will no longer be available afterwards.

Note that names need to be unique - two students cannot have the same name. So using a
student ID or something equivalent is a good idea.

If you have any students which already have a ThingLink account, please go to your Manage
Group view and invite them separately. This form only allows adding new accounts.
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