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We encourage our alumni to keep in touch with us so we can help them contact their
peers and network with other alumni in their city or country. Also, this connection
enables us to keep them informed about the University and St. Louis.

This list includes alumni who have agreed to share information on their current activities
and interests. No alumni are listed without their permission.

[Note: Degrees and certificates listed were received from UM-St. Louis unless noted
otherwise.]

Tamae AIZAWA (transfer student from Toyo University Junior College, Japan. BA,
communication, 2000). Tamae enjoys her happy life with her husband and one year-old
son in Japan. Her family is now ready to welcome one more baby (maybe a boy) this
coming February. (October 2007).

Ruslan ALIKHANOV (sponsored student from Azerbaijan, AY1995-96) is a Partner
with McKinsey & Co., a consulting firm. While he spends most of his time on airplanes,
his wife and daughter reside in Holland. Leyla works for Shell & Co. as a Mergers and
Acquisitions manager. Denise attends the British school in The Hague. In his free time,
Ruslan enjoys smoking Turkish waterpipe, drinking French cognac and eating Japanese
food. E-mail: gubali@yahoo.com. (November 2007).

Marita ARO (exchange student in literature and information studies from University of
Oulu, Finland, Spring 2005) is working in Records Management for Accenture and says:
“Hi all! Seems like such a long time since | was in St. Louis as an exchange student.
I’ve found a permanent job, which is great, but | haven’t had time to do my thesis, so I’'m
still not graduated...Otherwise life is good.” (January 2008).

Primoz ARTAC (exchange student in international business from University of
Ljubljana, Slovenia, Fall 2004. BA, business administration, University of Ljubljana,
2005) is CEO of Magnavita Holding a.d. in Novi Sad, Serbia. E-mail:
primoz.artac@gmail.com. (January 2008).

G. David BANKS (international studies and European studies certificates, 1991; BA,
economics, 1991; BA, history, 1991; BA, political science, 1991; and MA, economics,
1994) resigned from the State Department last year and accepted a political appointment
in the Bush Administration, working on international climate change and clean energy
issues at the White House Council on Environmental Quality. His work in recent months
has focused on drafting and negotiating climate agreements, formulating policy



initiatives, and helping implement the President’s international climate change and
energy security initiative announced last May. (September 2007).

Ninotschka BARATAS-AGUILA (Missouri London Program participant, 1998, and
BS, public policy and administration, 1998) and Brian MOELLERING (Missouri
London Program participant, 1996; European Studies Certificate; BS, economics with a
minor in Spanish, 1997; and MBA, Fuqua School of Business, Duke University, 2004)
are now living in Spain with their three children after nearly seven years in Italy. They
now live near Madrid in San Lorenzo de El Escorial. Brian is currently building upon his
ten years of pan-EMEA sales and management experience by completing an executive
style masters degree in Logistics and Supply Chain Management with Cranfield
University in the U.K. (October 2007).

Michael L. BARDOT (Exchange student to University College Galway, Ireland. BA,
history and minor in anthropology, 1996; and PhD, history, Saint Louis University) is an
Assistant Professor of History at Lincoln University, Jefferson City, Missouri.
(November 2007).

Ashkhen BARSEGHIAN (sponsored student from Armenia, AY1998-1999. BS,
computer science with an emphasis in MIS, Webster University, 2000; Graphic design
studies, STL Community College-Forest Park) works for Epygi Technologies as a
graphic designer/web developer in Yerevan, Armenia, and also does freelance projects in
her spare time. While in St. Louis she worked for the May Department Stores Company
as a web developer/programmer. On one of her freelance projects she designed the logo
of the famous St. Louis downtown restaurant: Copia Urban Winery. Ashkhen enjoys
living in Yerevan, a city full of life and energy, and loves spending time with her family
and friends. (October 2007).

Erika BARTOS (exchange student from Kossuth Lajos University, Hungary, AY1995-
1996) is a Translator and Interpreter for Philip Morris Hungary, Ltd. in Eger, Hungary.
She received a state degree in translation (English-Hungarian; Hungarian-English) from
the Eotvos Lorand University of Arts and Sciences, Budapest. Her specialization is
Business English. She and her husband, Nandor Kiss, Biologist and Chief Sewage
Technology Officer, are the proud parents of two sons, Nandor and Lorinc, ages 5 and 2.
They enjoy their new home, a house they designed and built recently. They are fond of
traveling and this summer was the very first time they went on a longer vacation with the
boys to the Adriatic Sea in Croatia. E-mail: Erika.Bartos@gmail.com. (September
2007).

Robert BAUMANN (BS, political science, 1969; MA, political science, 1971; and
Member, Sigma lota Rho International Studies Honor Society) is Assistant Director of
the Center for International Studies, UM-St. Louis. He is a member of the Board of
Directors of the Lentz Peace Research Association, St. Louis. His hobbies include
vegetable gardening, reading, winemaking and wine evaluation. E-mail:
bob.baumann@umsl.edu. (September 2007)




Bolot V. BOTCHKAREYV (Muskie Graduate Fellow from Russia, 2001-2002). Since
February, 2006, Bolot has been serving as an Attache in the Yakutsk Office of the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. (November 2007).

Yohann BOUDAUD (exchange student in business administration from Ecole
Superieure des Sciences Commerciales d’ Angers, Spring 2005. Master in Business,
ESSCA, 2006) is working as a Senior, Financial Audit, for KPMG in Paris. E-mail:
y.boudaud@essca.asso.fr. (January 2008).

Isabelle CORDONNIER BOUTIN (exchange student from Ecole Superieure de
Commerce de St. Etienne, France. MBA, 1996) is an Executive Director for Sales for JP
Morgan. She lives in Paris with her husband and her 2-year old daughter. They enjoy
living in Paris and traveling across Europe. Isabelle still loves playing tennis, skiing,
cycling, museums, and visiting her family in Lyon. (September 2007).

Stephen BRATCHER (international studies certificate, and BA, political science, 1989)
is Director of Facilities and Administration for AugustaWestland helicopter company in
Washington, DC, which recently won the contract to supply the new Marine 1 helicopter
for the White House. His wife Colleen is finishing her doctorate in physical therapy at
Saint Louis University. Their daughter started kindergarten this year and loves it. Their
son, “is your typical boy. Scrapes, bruises, and even a stitch in his forehead.” Steve said
he has been “racing to finish the basement so we have someplace to put all the kids’
toys.” (October 2007).

Akemi (Sato) BREWER (student from Japan. BA, psychology, 2003; MA,
psychology, Spalding University, 2006) is pursuing a PsyD in health psychology at
Spalding University, Louisville. She married Jack Brewer in April 2006. Her
dissertation focuses on a comparison of the acute care and chronic care models for the
treatment of patients with cancer. She and her husband recently returned from a brief trip
to Japan to visit her family and now she is busy again working on her dissertation. E-
mail: akemiO506@hotmail.com. (September 2007).

Susana BRUGADA (student from Venezuela. MA, political science, 1998; and PhD,
political science, 2002) is the Government and Public Affairs Coordinator for
StatoilHydro in Venezuela. StatoilHydro is a Norwegian oil company with operations in
40 countries. Susana is part of the Public Affairs Staff and responsible for both internal
and external communications. She is married to Jorge PEREZ. They are the happy
parents of two beautiful daughters: Gabriela (11) and Daniela (5), who, after being born
in St. Louis, are adapting well to life in Venezuela. E-mail:
Susana_brugada@hotmail.com. (September 2007). (Also see listing for Jorge Perez).

Paul-Henri BRUGES (exchange student from Ecole Superieure de Commerce de St.
Etienne, France. MBA, 1997; MS in MIS, 2004; and Graduate Certificate in Electronic
Commerce, 2003) is the Accounting Supervisor for the Missouri Botanical Garden in St.
Louis. He and his wife, Yi Zhang, are the proud parents of Cedric Bruges who is three
years old and doing well. E-mail: paul_bruges@hotmail.com. (October 2007).




Silvia CALASTRI (Laurea in political science, University of Bologna, 1995. Exchange
student from University of Bologna. Certificate Program in Women’s and Gender
Studies, AY1995-1996) works for the Cineteca di Bologna Institution involved in various
administrative matters, the Pier Paolo Pasolini Archives, and the Festival del Cinema
Ritrovato, a yearly festival dedicated to restored and rare movies. She and her husband,
Italo Ricapito (PhD, nuclear engineering, Politecnico di Milano, 1994) are the happy
parents of Sveva (born in February 2004) and Mario (born in March 2007). When the
children let her have some free time, Silvia’s hobbies are still traveling, buying shoes,
listening to jazz, and organizing dinners for friends. E-mail: silvia.calastri@gmail.com.
(November 2007).

Eric CHEUNG (exchange student in business administration from Edhec Business
School, France, Fall 2003. MSc, capital markets, Edhec.) is an Investment Banker with
UBS Investment Bank, London. He says that: “My period at UMSL was by far the best
one during my education at Edhec....Cheers!” E-mail: eric.cheung@edhec.com.
(January 2008).

Maria COHEN (BA, political science, 1989; Graduate Certificate in International
Studies, 1990; and MA, Spanish literature, Saint Louis University, 1999) has been
teaching Spanish for ten years. She is in her sixth year teaching at John Burroughs
School in Ladue, Missouri where she teaches Spanish 4, Honors, and Spanish 5,
Literature. She and her husband have three children and they enjoy being able to go back
home to Ecuador every Summer. (November 2007).

Angeliqgue DEFORGE (exchange student in business administration-marketing. Master
in Business, IECS, Strasbourg, 2007) is working in Reims, France as a Sales Manager for
Champagne Henriot. E-mail: Angelique.deforge@iecs.edu. (January 2008).

Anne DUPARC (exchange student from Université Jean Moulin (Lyon 3), France.
MBA, 1996) is a Global Customer Engagement Manager working for SAP. She lives in
Lausanne, Switzerland, with her husband and her 2 children, Mathis, their 4 year-old boy,
and Eline, their 6 month-old daughter. They enjoy living close to the mountains and
often go hiking and skiing. E-mail: anne.duparc@sap.com. (December 2007).

Maria Amalia Altagracia DURANTE DE STROUP (Latin American studies
certificate and BA, philosophy, 1988; BA, mathematics, 1989; and MEd, secondary
education-Spanish, 1994) is a Spanish teacher at Eureka High School in the Rockwood
School District, St. Louis County, MO where she teaches introductory Spanish. Altis
works hard to give the students a solid foundation in the language. She and her husband,
Roy, have fun raising their son Andrew. E-mail: RoyAltis@sbcglobal.net. (September
2007).

Chrystalla ELLINA (exchange student from Université Jean Moulin, Lyon, France
1993-1995. PhD, political science, 2000) is currently working in Cyprus as a research
associate and program coordinator for European Union-funded research programs



focusing on gender and employment policy. Chrystalla is the author of Protecting
Women’s Rights: Politics of Gender in the European Union (Routledge, 2003). She is
married to Boyd ANDERSON (MA, economics, 1997) who works for Moody’s as an
Assistant Vice President-Analyst. They are the parents of four-year old Georgia
Alexandra Anderson born in Nicosia, Cyprus in 2003. E-mail:
Chrystalla_ellina@yahoo.com. (September 2007).

Donald FLOTT (international studies certificate and BA, political science, 1987) is
Director of Learning and Development and Marketing Education, Mayo Collaborative
Services, a division of Mayo Clinic. Don is responsible for overseeing the educational
offerings Mayo provides to physicians and allied health staff as well as those offered to
employees. Programs include conferences in the USA and abroad, visiting faculty,
webcasts, and other learning modalities. Don says that: “I think at this point, | have been
in and out of about every hospital in this country! It is a job that keeps me very busy but
I enjoy it.” Don’s wife Ann graduated last year with a degree in counseling and works in
the Department of Patient Affairs at Mayo. (September 2007).

Mariko (Noguchi) FRONING (transfer student from Toyo University Jr. College,
Japan. BA, communications with a minor in Spanish language and literature, 1999)
resides in the UAE with her husband, son, and dog, where she works at the American
University of Sharjah Library while taking MBA courses. She enjoys traveling through
the Middle East, Europe and Asia. In her free time, she enjoys gardening desert style,
and spending time with her family. (September 2007).

Sachiko FUJIMOTO (transfer student from Toyo University Jr. College, Japan. BA,
anthropology, 2002) works in Ocean Export Sales Department for Expeditors
International in Tokyo. Just before she graduated she put her resume on a number of
websites including the one at Career Services at UMSL. An employer searching that site
saw her resume and after graduation she was hired as a full-time employee Intern with
Expeditors International in St. Louis. Later, since she was not able to obtain a H-1B visa,
she had to leave the USA and took a similar job at the company’s branch in Tokyo. After
two years, she was transferred to the sales department to better utilize her personal
communication skills. She was very busy at first and learned a lot being a member of the
team in the sales department. Sachiko says she is doing well in Tokyo but is “very, very
busy and her life consists mostly of time at work or time on the commuter train (1.5 hours
each way!).” But, Sachiko says she is trying to slow down a little and enjoy life more.
She likes going to cooking school, playing tennis, and seeing her friends in her spare time
after work. She also loves to travel to see the world and loves getting in touch with
different cultures. (October 2007).

Samir HAMIDOV (sponsored student from Azerbaijan, AY2000-2001. MS,
international trade and development, Oklahoma State University, 2006) works as a Senior
Organizational Development Officer for the USAID Human and Institutional Capacity
Development Project in Azerbaijan providing assistance to the Government of
Azerbaijan. He got married in June 2006. Samir said: “l remember my days at UMSL
with a sweet memory.” E-mail: samir_hamidov@yahoo.com. (October 2007).




Sariya HASANOVA (Muskie Graduate Fellow from Azerbaijan, AY2002-2004. BA,
political science, Western University, Baku, Azerbaijan, 1998, and MEd, Educational
Administration, 2004) is a Program Manager for the USAID Community Connections
Program in Azerbaijan. The program is a professional and cultural exchange that
encourages public-private partnerships, provides professional training, and exposure to
day-to-day functions of the American business and professional environment and creates
links between U.S. and Azerbaijani regions and communities. From 2004-2006, she
worked as a Program Officer for the USAID START project implemented by World
Learning, Inc. Sariya studied at UMSL as a Muskie Graduate Fellow sponsored by Open
Society Institute on behalf of the U.S. State Department. Before coming to UM-SL,
Sariya worked in Ganja, Azerbaijan, for the Training Center of the Adventist
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA), an international humanitarian organization.
Sariya’s plans for the near future are to get a job at her country’s Diplomatic Academy
and begin her career in academia. Sariya enjoys reading books, traveling and spending
time with her family and friends. (October 2007).

Carla COX HILGERT (Missouri London Program participant, Winter 1987; BA,
political science; BA, philosophy, 1989, and Work Abroad in England program
participant) is a social studies teacher, grades 11-12, at Alton High School, Alton,
Illinois. She teaches African-American history and U.S. history. She and her husband
Paul are busy trying to keep up with their 7 year old son, Nigel. (October 2007).

Jennifer E. HORAN (BA, political science, 1991; BA, Spanish, 1991; Member, Sigma
lota Rho International Studies Honor Society; UMSL delegate to the US Naval Academy
Foreign Affairs Conference 1990; MA, political science, University of New Orleans,
1993; and PhD, political science, Tulane University, 2004) is an Assistant Professor of
Political Science at the University of North Carolina Wilmington (UNCW) where she
teaches courses in comparative politics, women in politics, and comparative
environmental policy. Dr. Horan’s research focuses on environmental policy
implementation, political development, democratization, and political institutions in Latin
America with a special focus on Ecuador. She is married to Dr. Stephen MEINHOLD
(BA, political science and communication, 1990, MA, political science, University of
New Orleans, 1992, and PhD, political science, University of New Orleans, 1995) who is
an Associate Professor of Political Science at UNCW. They are the proud and busy
parents of three daughters: Madeleine, Katherine, and Eleanor. E-mail:
horanj@uncw.edu. (September 2007).

Sona HOVASAPYAN (Diplomas, English Translator (1992) and applied mathematics-
informatics (1993), Yerevan State University, Armenia; Muskie Graduate Fellow from
Armenia, 2002-2004; and MS in MIS, 2004) and her husband, Ken Greenlaw, an
independent IT consultant, are the proud parents of a daughter, Lusineh. Before coming
to UMSL, Sona worked as a Computer Systems Manager for USAID in Armenia.
Currently she is developing webpages and she and her husband are busy renovating their
100 year old house in St. Louis while seeking new jobs in sunny California. E-mail:
shovasap@yahoo.com. (October 2007).




Barbara HUFKER (BS, secondary education-history, 1977; MA, history, 1987, and
Graduate Certificate in International Studies, 1989) is Supervisor of Circulation/Overdues
at Thomas Jefferson Library, UM-St. Louis. In addition, she is an Adjunct Assistant
Professor at Webster University teaching graduate courses in U.S. and comparative
foreign policy, human rights, war and diplomacy, and international relations theory, and
undergraduate courses in international studies. She also serves as an Adjunct Instructor
at St. Louis Community College at Florissant VValley where she teaches U.S. history, pre-
or post-Civil War and 20" century. E-mail: sbjhufk@umsl.edu. (September 2007).

Sandra JACQUET (exchange student from Université Jean Moulin, Lyon, France,
AY1995-1996) is Assistant Manager of the computer department for Societé Fournier,
the largest French manufacturer of kitchen cabinets and built-ins. She and her husband,
Manu Crombez, are the happy parents of Hugo (almost 9), Flavie (almost 6), and
Maxime (3 years old). They live in Annecy toward the border with Switzerland.
(October 2007).

Jeren KABAEVA (Muskie Graduate Fellow at UMSL from Turkmenistan, 2001-2003.
MPPA, 2003) is currently an Operations Officer, Sustainable Development Department,
Europe and Central Asia Region, The World Bank, Washington, DC. Jeren is enjoying
her work at the Bank and learning a lot which will help her in the future as she pursues a
career in politics or with an international organization trying to help the developing
countries. In her spare time she likes to read Russian literature and watch old Soviet
movies. (October 2007).

Nadir KINOSSIAN (BA, architecture, Kazan State Academy of Building and
Architecture, Russia, 1996; MSc, urban planning, Cardiff University, 2002; and MA,
political science, 2005) is currently a PhD candidate in the School of City and Regional
Planning, Cardiff University and is completing his doctoral research project on
“Constructing the image of a competitive city” which analyzes a number of “iconic”
projects implemented in Kazan, Russia. He serves as a policy analyst and planner at Ove
Arup and Partners, Cardiff, and has published a number of articles on architecture, urban
planning and public policy. Nadir enjoys traveling and photography and has had several
exhibitions of his photographs. E-mail: Kinossian@gmail.com. (September 2007).

Zorair R. KIRAKOSIAN (Diploma, Romance-Germanic philology, Anania Shirakatsi
University, Armenia, 1997; MA, political science and international affairs, American
University of Armenia, 2001; Muskie Graduate Fellow, 2006-2007; and Graduate
Certificate in Non-Profit Organization Management and Leadership, 2007) worked as a
Consultant with the United Nations Headquarters in New York in the Summer of 2007
and has returned to Armenia and is working as Team Leader for the Turpanjian Rural
Development Program of the American University of Armenia Foundation in ljevan,
Tavush Marz. The program aims to develop individual businesses in rural areas and
provide loans with a low interest rate. Prior to coming to UM-SL, Zorair worked as a
Project Assistant with the Land Consolidation Project, Food and Agriculture



Organization of the UN, Armenia Country Office. E-mail: zorair@yahoo.com.
(October 2007).

Nodirjon KIRGIZBAYEYV (sponsored student from Uzbekistan, 1998-2000. BA,
political science, 2000) is working as a Consul at the Embassy of Uzbekistan in
Washington, DC. He is married to Mokhigul and has a 4 year old daughter, Nigina. His
interests include football and tennis. E-mail: Kirgizbayev@mail.ru. (October 2007).

Maks KOBONBAEYV (sponsored student from Kyrgyzstan, 1999-2000; MPPA, 2006) is
finishing his PhD in political science at UMSL with an emphasis on public sector
management. He has worked for the World Bank in Washington, DC and has published
numerous scholarly articles and chapters on the subject of governance and corruption in
the context of transition economies and Central Asia. Maks likes downhill skiing, tennis,
and mountaineering. (September 2007).

Anna KRASILNIKOVA (BA, economics, Far Eastern State University, Russia, 2002;
Muskie Graduate Fellow, 2002-2004; and MA, political science, 2004) is currently the
Commercial Director for MCS (Multinational Container Service) company in Moscow.
MCS is the leading container shipping company in Russia and offers the most
sophisticated and smartest solutions in transport and logistics. She also serves as an
English Instructor at the American School of Education in Moscow. Anna plans to
continue her studies and pursue a PhD in political science from a U.S. university. E-mail:
krasanita@mail.ru or akrasilnikov@hotmail.com. (October 2007).

David “Kurt” KRAUS (BS in finance, Saint Louis University, 1993; MA, political
science, 2004; and Graduate Certificate in International Studies, 2004). Currently
recalled to active duty with the US Navy, United States Special Operations Command,
working in the joint operations and intelligence world (op/intel). He is currently on a
leave of absence from his full-time job as an international trade compliance analyst with
the U.S. Department of Commerce International Trade Administration (ITA) in
Washington, DC. Upon demobilization from active duty (May 2008), he said he will
probably return to work in DC in the op/intel world and resign from his job (the money is
too good as a contractor!) at the ITA. Hobbies include being an active foodie, fitness
fanatic, and world traveler. E-mail: kurtk2_99@yahoo.com. (November 2007).

Silvia LACALLE (exchange student from Autonomous University of Madrid, 1994-
1995. MBA, 2000; and MS in MIS, 2001) is a Senior Accountant, Construction
Accounting and Control, Anheuser-Busch Companies, St. Louis. Among her
responsibilities are reviewing construction and engineering contracts; identifying areas of
risk; reviewing invoices and costs to insure compliance; preparing analysis of
construction costs; and assisting in establishing documentation standards. In her spare
time (which is close to non-existent) she loves spending time with her 2 year old daughter
and traveling as a family. (September 2007).

Ingrid Ting-Ying LIN (student from Taiwan. MBA, 2002) is Senior Manager for
ASUSTek Computer Inc. in Taiwan. The company has been keeping her very busy. In



addition to work, Ingrid spends most of her time on Falundafa. She has been practicing
Falungon for 1 year and has found that Falungon brings her health—physically and
mentally. Ingrid just bought her first apartment and enjoys the place very much. Ingrid
says “she misses St. Louis so much.” E-mail: tyingrid@gmail.com. (November 2007).

Anna MARTIROSYAN (Diploma, foreign languages, VVanadzor State Teacher’s
Training Institute, Armenia; Muskie Graduate Fellow at UMSL, 2000-2002; MPPA and
Graduate Certificate in Non-Profit Management and Leadership, 2002; and MA, political
science, 2007) is currently completing her PhD in political science at UMSL. Her
dissertation focuses on how militarization of the state and the boom of oligarchy impacts
on economic and political inequality in Armenia. Prior to coming to UMSL, Anna
worked as a Senior Loan Promoter/Coordinator for a USAID-sponsored micro-finance
program, Catholic Relief Services/USA/Caucasus in Vanadzor, Armenia. She has also
worked for other nonprofit and research organizations, such as Project Harmony in
Armenia, the Voice of America, Washington, DC, Public Policy Research Center,
UMSL, and the Catholic Charities Refugee Services, St. Louis. She enjoys traveling,
literature, tennis, bowling and cooking. E-mail: annamartirosyan@hotmail.com.
(October 2007).

Daria MASLOVSKAYA (Diploma, foreign languages, Pskov Pedagogical University,
2004, and student at UMSL, AY 2004-2005 under sponsorship of the Russian Young
Leadership Fellow for Public Service Program, US State Department). Daria said that “I
love extending my geography. | am from a town called Pskov in Russia, studied at
UMSL in 2004-2005, and then moved to NYC for an internship. After my unforgettable
year in the US, | returned back to Russia but this time settled in Moscow. | did some
charity work with a British non-profit called Partners in Hope for a year and a half. Now
I’m teaching English and enjoying my life a lot. The job is both challenging and
rewarding! I’'m still quite ambitious and would like to obtain a MAE or other comparable
degree/certificate.” (December 2007).

George S. MESKHEL. (Bachelor’s degree, international economic relations, 1996,
Georgian Technical University, Thilisi, Republic of Georgia; Muskie Graduate Fellow,
2002-2004; and MA, Political Science, 2004) is currently working in the Republic of
Lithuania as a Senior Counselor at the Embassy of Georgia. He is responsible for the
issues related to bilateral economic, and, partially, political cooperation. He enjoys doing
his job in the country which he thinks is so beautiful that he does not feel being far away
from his home. He likes traveling, painting, and making friends all over the world. E-
mail: meskheli@hotmail.com. (October 2007).

Silvia NIJHOFF (exchange student in international business from University of
Inholland Amsterdam/Dieman, Fall 2003 and Spring 2004. IBL, University of Inholland
Amsterdam/Dieman, 2006) is self employed as a design consultant. She says that: “My
hobbies still involve travel. There is still so much to see. ...Future travel plans involve
Rome, Florence, Paris, Monaco and hopefully Thailand or Indonesia. ...I had the time of
my life at UMSL. | wish I really could have stayed in the end. Only last November |



actually came by to see about Graduate Programs because 1 still miss being there after 3
years!” (January 2008).

Takako NOMI (transfer student from Toyo University Jr. College, Japan. BA,
sociology, 1999; MA, sociology, 2002; and PhD, educational theory and policy,
Pennsylvania State University, 2006) is a Senior Research Analyst at the Consortium on
Chicago School Research at the University of Chicago. Dr. Nomi’s research interests
include educational stratification, immigrant education, and quantitative research
methodology. Her current research project focuses on the effects of district-wide changes
to the high school curricula and graduation requirements in the public schools in Chicago.
She is enjoying life in Chicago, still visits St. Louis frequently, and visits her family and
friends in Japan when she can. E-mail: nomit@ccsr.uchicago.edu. (September 2007).

Sergiy ONYSCHENKUO (sponsored student from Ukraine, AY1996-1997) received an
MBA from Carnegie Mellon University in 2005. He is now an associate with EastOne—
a private equity house. Sergiy said that: “UMSL brought up a lot of good memories in
Baku, Azerbaijan, where Sergiy met with Telman Yusupov, Seymour Khalilov, and
Andriy Boychenko—all UMSL alumni—for a mini-reunion in October 2007.” Sergiy
lives in Kyiv, Ukraine and enjoys spending time with his wife and a son. (December
2007).

Yuliya PAK (sponsored student from Kazakhstan, AY2002-2003. Bachelor’s degree in
business administration and accounting, Kazakhstan Institute of Management,
Economics, and Strategic Research). Her hobby is creating cards for friends in
Photoshop, enjoying nature, and swimming. E-mail: smartjuly@yahoo.com or
Yuliya.pak@pmintl.com. (September 2007).

Katerina PANARINA (Diploma, management, Perm State University, Perm, Russia,
2000; Muskie Fellow from Russia, 2006-2007; and MEd, higher and adult education,
2007). Katerina was actively involved in campus life, being a member of the
International Business Club, a host of the “University World View” show on UMSL’s
student radio station, “U radio,” and a graduate assistant for the Executive Leadership
Institute. Katerina says that she “always tries to build and maintain a sense of
professionalism and to deal effectively with people and that her strong points are
analytical abilities, communication skills, and determining how to succeed.” (December
2007).

Jorge PEREZ (student from Venezuela; MS, biology-ecology, 1995; Graduate
Certificate in Conservation Biology, 2002; and PhD, biology, 2003) is Associate
Professor at Universidad Central de Venezuela at the Faculty of Sciences. The
Universidad Central is the main university in the country with about 55,000 students. He
is actively involved in teaching ecology and bio-geography. He is married to Susana
BRUGADA. E-mail: jlperez@ciencs.ucv.edu.ve or huachamacari@yahoo.es.
(September 2007). (Also see listing for Susana Brugada).




Véronique (Berger) PERLET (exchange student from Université Jean Moulin, Lyon,
France, AY 1995-1996) is Director Assistant of the Industrial Hydraulics Business Unit
of Bosch Rexroth SAS (Subsidiary of Robert Bosch GmbH). Véronique married Jean-
Luc Perlet in 2003 (pre-press manager in a packing company) and has a 2 year-old son,
Quentin. Véronique enjoys her job (statistics, marketing, price management) but
especially enjoys being with her family and friends. She likes gardening, arranging her
house, traveling and skiing. E-mail: Veronique.perlet@boschrexroth.fr. (October 2007).

Julie PETRABORG (exchange student to Stuttgart, Germany. BA, communication,
theory and rhetoric, and BA, German) is a principal attorney at Simon and Early, P.C.
where she specializes in defense of employers and insurers in workers’ compensation
claims. Professionally, she is a member of the Missouri Bar Association—Workers’
Compensation Law Committee, Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis—Workers’
Compensation Committee, and the Missouri Self-Insurers’ Association. She lives in
Shiloh, Illinois, with her husband, Paul, and two children, Emma (4), and Alex (2). Julie
has been a member of the Looking Glass Playhouse since 2001, and a cast member in the
productions of Into the Woods, Sweeney Todd, and Clue, the musical. She has also been
in productions at the Turkey Hill Grange and Belleville Center for Arts. She is a member
of the Chancel Choir and Drama Ministry at Union United Methodist Church. Julie has
competed in competitive artistic roller skating for many years, and also enjoys singing,
playing the flute and sewing. E-mail: jpetraborg@simonearly.com. (October 2007).

Pio Fritz PETRALLI (BA, French, 2005 and Greek Studies certificate, 2005). Pio is
currently enrolled in UMSL’s Graduate Program in Museum Studies offered through the
Department of History. Also, he is working as a graduate research assistant at Laumeier
Sculpture Park and part-time for the National Archives and Records Administration as an
Archives Technician, where he has been employed since August 2001. Pio hopes to
pursue a career in the museum field after graduation. (September 2007).

Jeffrey PICKERING (Missouri London Program participant, Spring 1987; international
studies certificate and BA, political science with a minor in history, 1990; Member,
Sigma lota Rho International Studies Honor Society; and PhD, political science, Indiana
University) is an Associate Professor of Political Science at Kansas State University
where he teaches courses on world politics, U.S. foreign policy, international conflict and
international organization. He is the author of Britain’s Withdrawal from East of Suez:
The Politics of Retrenchment (Macmillan/St. Martin’s Press, 1998) and numerous
scholarly articles. Pickering is co-editor of the International Studies Association’s
journal Foreign Policy Analysis and past president of the Foreign Policy Analysis section
of ISA. His current research focuses on global patterns of foreign military intervention.
He is married to Rachel (Corrigan) PICKERING (BA, history, 1994) and they are
enjoying raising their son Mark. See: www.k-state.edu/polsci. (September 2007).

Serghei PIRAU (student from Moldova—sponsored by the IREX Eurasian
Undergraduate Exchange Program for the U.S. State Department, AY2003-2004.
Diploma of Licentiate in German language and literature and English language and
literature, Moldova State University “A. Russo,” Balti, Modova). Since completing his



degree, Serghei has worked as a Teacher of Russian Language and Literature at the
German-Russian School “Lev Tolstoj” in Berlin, Germany, and as a teacher and
counselor at SOS-Beratungszentrum Bernburg, Germany. E-mail: sergpira@gmail.com.
(November 2007).

Ruth POLLAK (exchange student in international business from IMC Fachhochschule
Krems, Austria, Fall 2003. Mag. (FH), IMC Fachhochschule Krems) is a Project Leader
in Marketing for IMC Fachhochschule Krems for Youth University Krems a “children’s
university” for 200 kids in the Summertime. She recently published a book
“Eventmarketing as an instrument for customer acquisition” and has been giving lectures
at other universities about event marketing and “children’s universities.” She also says
that: “l would love to come back to the US one time and study something different and
finally get a Ph.D.! ... The time | spent at UMSL was one of the greatest of my life, thank
you for this wonderful experience!” E-mail: r.pollak@fh-krems.ac.at. (January 2008).

Olga PROKOPOVYCH (Bachelor’s in Law, 1999, and LLM, 2000, Kyiv National
Taras Shevchenko University, Ukraine. Muskie Graduate Fellow at UMSL, AY2001-
2003; and MPPA, 2003) is a General Legal Counsel of 1849 PLC Ukraine, a property
company specializing in residential and retail development and investment (for more
information see: www.1849plc.com). Previously, she worked as a Senior Associate at
B.C. Toms & Co. Law Offices, a multinational firm specializing in Ukrainian law.
(www.bctoms.net). Olga is married to Denis Chernov (MBA, Olin School of Business,
Washington University in St. Louis, 2003) and they have two beautiful girls, Anna Maria
(2006) and Sofia Kathrine (2007). (November 2007).

Shavky RAJABOV (Muskie Graduate Fellow from Uzbekistan, AY2001-2003. MBA,
2003) is working in New York as a Financial Grants Analyst for the International AIDS
Vaccine Initiative, Inc. He is responsible for financial oversight, accounting, analysis,
and annual and interim reporting of public and private revenue. He said he really enjoys
Summer in NYC “because of entertainment opportunities, swimming in the ocean that |
do every weekend or just exploring new parts of the city.” E-mail: srajabov@iavi.org.
(September 2007).

David ROITHER (Missouri London Program participant, Fall 1994; exchange student
to Kossuth Lajos University, Hungary, AY1995-96; international studies certificate and
BA, philosophy, and BA, political science, 1996; and JD, Saint Louis University, 1999).
In addition to his UM-St. Louis study abroad experiences, David also studied in Bochum
and Bielefeld, Germany, in 1989; and in Budapest, Hungary, through Santa Clara
University School of Law in 1998. David is a principal partner in the law firm of Medler
and Roither, LLC in Clayton, Missouri. David is a frequent guardian ad litem for
children in child abuse, custody and adoption cases throughout Eastern Missouri and
serves as Vice President of the Board of Directors of Legal Advocates for Abused
Women. He married Amy Cortopassi in May 2003 and their only child, Peter, was born
in August, 2004. Roither is also a member of the UM-St. Louis Sports Hall of Fame and
recently completed a two-year term on the Board of Governors of the UM-St. Louis
Alumni Association. Telephone: 314-862-8888. (September 2007).



Shavkat RUSTAMOV (BA, international economic relations, University of World
Economy and Diplomacy, Uzbekistan. Muskie Graduate Fellow from Uzbekistan, 2000-
2002. MBA, 2002). Shavkat is currently self-employed and works as a project
consultant in the Central Asian region and also provides general business acquisition due
diligence and other professional financial services from his hometown in Tashkent. His
clients include the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and other multi-lateral and
private institutions. He can be contacted at: Shavkat.rustamov@gmail.com. (January
2008).

Marnie D. (Rhae) SAALI (exchange student to University College Galway, Ireland,
AY1993-94. BA, political science, 2000 and BA, English literature, 2000; and MBA,
Webster University, 2004) works for MasterCard Worldwide in O’Fallon, MO. She and
her husband, Brian Saali, are expecting their first child in February 2008. E-mail:
marnie.saali@sbcglobal.net. (September 2007).

Maggie Xiaogin SHEN (Bachelor’s degree in economics, Nanjing University, China,
2002. MBA with an emphasis in finance, 2004; and Masters in Accounting, 2006).
Maggie currently works as a Tax Consultant for Deloitte Tax LLP. She and her
colleagues advise clients about tax issues related to mergers and acquisitions and other
taxable events. While at UMSL, Maggie served as a teaching assistant in logistics and
operations management and as a research assistant in finance. She co-authored articles
on “Venture Capital Cycle, Opportunities and Challenges in China” and “The
Development of the Real Estate Industry in China.” In her spare time she enjoys reading,
watching movies, and going out to eat with her friends. E-mail: xsp4b@umsl.edu.
(October 2007).

Cynthia SHOFFNER (exchange student to Autonomous University of Madrid,
AY1993-1994. BA, Spanish, 1995) is a Postal Inspector for the US Postal Inspection
Service. As the primary law enforcement arm of the Postal Service, their mission is to
protect the Postal Service, secure the nation’s mail system and ensure public trust in the
mail. During her nine-year tenure, she has worked internal crime and workers’
compensation fraud in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and as a program manager at National
Headquarters in DC in the Dangerous Mail Investigations and Homeland Security Group.
She is currently assigned to the Department of Justice (DOJ) Mail Fraud Team in
Washington, DC. The team investigates and assists in prosecution of complex corporate
fraud cases. Postal Inspectors on the Mail Fraud Team also conduct high-priority
domestic and international consumer and mail fraud investigations, and work closely with
their law enforcement counterparts in the U.S. and abroad. (November 2007).

Carol SHOLY (BA, political science and English, University of Mississippi, 1983;
MPA, SIU-Edwardsville, 1988; Member, Sigma lota Rho, International Studies Honor
Society, 2000, and PhD, political science, 2000) is Institutional Research Associate at
UM-St. Louis. In addition, she is an Adjunct Assistant Professor, teaching undergraduate
courses in the Middle East and comparative politics, as well as U.S. foreign policy. She
was nominated as Outstanding Adjunct Professor by the Golden Key Honor Society and



received a Meritorious Service Award from UMSL Disability Access Services. Carol
also does volunteer work with Girl Scouts. E-mail: sholyc@umsl.edu. (September
2007).

Simon SIMONIAN (sponsored student from Armenia, AY1995-96. BS, computer
science, 1996, and MS, computer science, Chico State University) is an owner of Argo
Tea, a booming chain of tea cafes and retail stores in Chicago and Evanston, IL. The
“flagship” café and store is located in Chicago (Lincoln Park) at the corner of Armitage
and Sheffield. Simon says that “things are going great, yet barely having time to sleep.”
See: www.argotea.com for more information on the cafes and merchandise. E-mail:
simon@argotea.com. (September 2007).

John T. SNYDER (BS, psychology, Saint Louis University, 1957, MBA, Saint Louis
University, 1961; and Graduate Certificate in International Studies, 1995) teaches the
introduction to business course and international business at St. Charles Community
College, St. Peters, MO. In his spare time he is an avid cyclist and traveler. E-mail:
jsnyder@stchas.edu. (September 2007).

Philip THOMAN (international studies certificate, and BA, political science, 1987) is
the Global Director of Key Accounts for the Pharma Solutions unit of Wolters Kluwer
Health, a medical publishing and information services company headquartered in
Amsterdam, the Netherlands. After residing near the world’s pharmaceutical corridor
located on the east coast of the U.S. for several years, Phil, Deb and their three teenage
children have now relocated back to the St. Louis area so the kids can finish high school.
Phil was the co-founder of the Political Science Chapter of the UMSL Alumni
Association and a recipient of their Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1999. E-mail:
CircleT@sbcglobal.net. (October 2007).

G. Lawrence TIMPE (BA, political science, 1988; MA, political science, 1989;
Member, Sigma lota Rho International Studies Honor Society; Graduate Certificate in
International Studies, and PhD, University of Exeter, U.K.). Dr. Timpe is an expert on
Middle East international relations and British foreign policy towards Oman and the Arab
Gulf Region. He has taught at St. Edward’s University in Austin and the University of
Texas at San Antonio and served as Dean of the Modern College of Business and
Science, Oman. He is married to Darlene Timpe (MBA, 1977; MAcc, 1991; and MBA
International Business, St. Mary’s University). Since retiring from higher education,
Larry owns and operates Hill Country Promotions, Inc. Located in a suburb of San
Antonio, the company arranges and conducts golf tournaments for businesses,
organizations and charities. Telephone: 210-422-5311. In addition, Larry is President of
Texans Taking Care of Texans Foundation, a 501 (c) (3) charity that provides education
benefits to the spouse and kids of military members from Texas who either die or become
disabled while on active duty. During the off-season, Larry researches and writes about
the Middle East and immigration. (September 2007).

Jerome TOULZA (exchange student from Ecole Superieure de Commerce de St.
Etienne, France. MBA, 1995) is Field Sales Manager France for the pharmaceutical



division of Procter & Gamble in Paris. He and his wife, Dominique, have two sons:
Pierre, 6 years old, and Guillaume, 4 years old. They live west of Paris. They share their
free time between Paris and its cultural activities and travelling in France and Europe. E-
mail: toulza.j@pg.com. (November 2007).

Eno VESHI (student from Albania. BA, computer science, 2004, and MBA-finance
2007). 1 was born in Tirana, Albania, came to St. Louis in 1998, and attended UMSL
between 2000-2007. Currently I am working for HealthCare USA, a company that
provides Medicaid coverage for Missouri residents. | hope that by next year | will move
to Washington, DC because | believe that there | will find more opportunities to get
involved in international finance. | love to travel, play football (soccer), read, listen to
music, and spend time with friends. | love to live. You can contact me at:
enovsehi@hotmail.com. (November 2007).

Luis VIEIRA (exchange student in business administration from University of Coimbra,
Portugal, Spring 2005. BA, economics with high diploma, University of Coimbra) is
currently enrolled in the MSc in finance program at Coventry University, U.K. E-mail:
undici.dx@gmail.com. (January 2008).

Dmitry VISHNYAKOV (Muskie Graduate Fellow from Russia, 2001-2003. MPPA,
2003) was elected Chairman of the Board, Muskie Club—Alumni Association of
International Educational Programs in 2006. The club is a membership-based
organization that unites graduates of different exchange programs. The alumni represent
the leaders in a variety of industries and sectors in Russia and internationally who
received education abroad. Dmitry also graduated from Stanford University as a Fellow
of the Center for Democracy, Development and Rule of Law in 2006. His research
interests are: U.S.-Russia relations, Russian and US foreign policy, democracy and civil
society development in Russia, and the impact of philanthropy and social corporate
responsibility programs in Russia and countries of the former Soviet Union. E-mail:
dmitryvishnyakov@hotmail.com. (September 2007).

Mark S. WALLIS (international studies certificate, East Asian studies certificate, and
BA, political science, 1976) is Vice President, Agency and Distribution, Asia Pacific
Region, American International Assurance Company (AIG), Hong Kong. Mark supports
Sales and Sales Management Training in various AlG-owned life insurance companies in
the Asia Pacific region. He is a member of the Board of Managers of the Hong Kong
International School and serves on several school and church committees. When not
traveling, Mark enjoys jazz drumming and supporting the local youth baseball league. E-
mail: mark.wallis@aig.com. (October 2007).

Minyan WANG (exchange student from Nanjing University, China, Fall 2004. Bachelor
of Business Administration, Nanjing University) is completing a Master of Accounting
degree at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. E-mail: kathy8446@msn.com.
(January 2008).




Timothy J. WHITE (international studies certificate, and BA, political science, 1982;
MA, political science, UM-Columbia, 1984; and PhD, political science, University of
Michigan, 1990) is a professor of political science at Xavier University, Cincinnati. He
has published widely on Irish politics and political culture. His lecture at UMSL in
September 2007 on the 2007 Irish general election extended the previous work he has
published in New Hibernian Review on the Irish election system and its effect on women
candidates. White teaches a course on Irish Historical Sociology as part of Xavier
University’s Summer Study Abroad Program in Ireland. He also leads customized tours
for adults to Ireland. For more information on these tours, see:
www.thegreenpicnic.com. (September 2007).

Cathleen HAGGARTY WYCKOFF (exchange student to Hogeschool Holland,
AY1994-1995. BS, business administration--marketing, 1996; and BS, business
administration—management and organization, 1996) is Director of Institutional
Advancement at St. Joseph’s Academy in St. Louis. Cathleen and her husband, Duke,
are having a fun time with their 18-month old daughter, Abby. Duke is still in sales, now
working for ATS, an IT services company based out of Peoria, IL. Cathleen says: “We
are still building the relationship between Abby and our 12 year old yellow lab, Maggie.
Maggie has gotten stepped on quite a few times!” E-mail:
cwyckoff@stjosephacademy.org. (December 2007).

Telman YUSUPOQOV (sponsored student from Azerbaijan, AY1996-1997. MS in MIS,
and Graduate Certificate in Electronic Commerce, 2000) works in Toronto for
CryptoLogic, Inc. as a Business Intelligence Architect. (October 2007).

Olena O. ZHADKO (student at UMSL sponsored by the IREX Eurasian Undergraduate
Exchange Program, AY2004-2005. Baccalaureate in Secondary Education (English) and
Instructional Computing Certificate, Nizhyn Gogol State University, Ukraine, 2005;
MEd, adult and higher education, 2007) is currently pursuing a PhD in educational
leadership and policy studies at UMSL where she is a Graduate Research Assistant in the
E. Desmond Lee Technology and Learning Center. Olena’s interest is in international
education and different types of educational exchange programs. E-mail:
zhadkolena@yahoo.com. (September 2007).

Yixuan ZHAO (student from China, PRC. BSBA, management organizational behavior,
2004) is a senior consultant for Capgemini Management Consulting, Ltd. in Shanghai,
China. At Capgemini, Yixuan’s main area of focus is in the business process redesign
and change management area, and her clients include many leading global companies
such as Alcatel-Shanghai Bell, GM, Petrochina, etc. In her free time, she enjoys
traveling and spending time with her family. E-mail: yixuanzhao@hotmail.com.
(September 2007).




