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Labor Force / Employment in Southwestern Illinois

Labor Force & Unemployment

Labor force is defined as those individuals,

employed or looking for work, who live in the

area represented. The labor force in

Southwestern Illinois represented 267,035

individuals in 2007, up from 266,880 in 2006,

while the unemployment rate rose from 5.4% in

2006 to 6.0% in 2007. This labor force

accounts for approximately 18 percent of the

St. Louis Standard Metropolitan Statistical

Area (SMSA) total.

“According to Expansion
Management and Logistics
Today magazines’ 6th Annual
logistics quotient study, the
St. Louis region tops the list
of best regions for
Transportation and
Warehousing Work Force for
the second consecutive year."

          
LABOR FORCE  2007

Madison County  140,766

St. Clair County  126,269

Southwestern Illinois  267,035

   

TOTAL EMPLOYED   

Madison County  132,922

St. Clair County  118,306

Southwestern Illinois  251,228

   

UNEMPLOYMENT RATE   

Madison County  5.6

St. Clair County  6.3

Southwestern Illinois  6.0

   

Source: Illinois Department of Employment
Security - Average for all of 2007

Private Sector Employment by Industrial Classification

Southwestern Illinois saw its private sector employment rates rise slightly from 2005 to 2006 with a net

gain of 1756 jobs. The total number of good producing jobs in Southwestern Illinois has remained

relatively stable in recent years, while service-providing jobs continue to increase across our region. In

2006, service-providing jobs represented just over 80% of the total number of jobs in Southwestern

Illinois.
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Southwestern Illinois 2006 Work Force

Work force is defined as those who work in the area represented, but may live elsewhere. A total of

252,687 individuals are employed in Madison and St. Clair counties with 158,228 of these in the

private sector. During 2006, 30,854 individuals held jobs in the goods-producing sectors and 127,374

were employed in the service-providing sectors. As in 2005, the Trade/Transportation/Utilities sector

accounts for more than one quarter of the total number of jobs in Southwestern Illinois.

(Totals may not equal one-hundred percent due to rounding)

Madison and St. Clair Counties - Top Employers - March 2008

Scott Air Force Base Scott Air Force Base 14,150

WalMart/Sam's Club Madison/St. Clair Counties 3,375

Memorial Hospital Belleville 2,400

SIU Edwardsville Edwardsville 2,300

U.S. Steel, Granite City Works Granite City 2,250

Olin Corp. East Alton 1,810

Southwestern Illinois College Madison/St. Clair counties 1,700

St. Elizabeth's Hospital Belleville 1,660

Southern Illinois Healthcare Systems St. Clair County 1,400

Global Brass & Copper East Alton 1,400

East St. Louis Community School District 189 East St. Louis 1,300

Midcoast Aviation Cahokia 1,200

ASF-Keystone Granite City 1,200

Madison County Madison County 1,130

Schnuck's Supermarkets Madison/St. Clair Counties 1,105

Alton Community Unit School District Alton/Godfrey 1,100

Casino Queen Hotel and Casino East St. Louis 1,095

Anderson Hospital Maryville 1,035

St. Clair County St. Clair County 1,000

St. Anthony's Health Center Alton 1,000

Gateway Regional Medical Center Granite City 980
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Edwardsville School District Madison County 970

Alton Memorial Hospital Alton 870

ConocoPhillips Roxana 800

Challenge Unlimited Madison/St. Clair Counties 800

Shop 'N Save Madison/St. Clair Counties 775

Granite City School District #9 Granite City 710

Kraft Foods (Capri-Sun) Granite City 705

Argosy Casino Alton Alton 700

Belleville Township HSD #201 Belleville 700

YMCA of S.W. Illinois Madison/St. Clair Counties 665

Lewis & Clark Community College Godfrey 585

Belleville Public Elementary School District 118 Belleville 550

IDOT Madison/St. Clair Counties 525

American Water Co. Call Center Alton 500

Cahokia School District #187 Cahokia 500

Illinois-American Water Co. Belleville 485

Beverly Farm Foundation Godfrey 470

Basler Electric Co. Highland 422

TheBANK of Edwardsville Madison/St. Clair Counties 415

Belleville Shoe Belleville 400

Cooper B-Line, Inc. Highland and Troy 350

ROHO Group Belleville 300

*Though not one company, Rivers Edge (old Mel Price Depot) is currently supporting over 600 jobs.
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