On Monday, October 8th, the UMSL GSA held a meeting in MSC 313 at 5:30pm.  Karin Tusinski, co-president of the GSA, advised that we turned in the paperwork to become an officially recognized organization on campus.  Our application was accepted and we are now an officially recognized organization at UMSL, which will qualify us for funding in future SGA budgets.  We should receive $500 to operate through the end of this academic year, so funds are limited.  Our faculty advisor is Graduate School Dean Judith Walker de Felix.
 
The Graduate School has signed up UMSL for the National Association of Graduate-Professional Students (NAGPS, also known as "NAGS").  From the NAGPS website: "The National Association of Graduate-Professional Students (NAGPS) is a national, non-profit organization dedicated to improving the quality of graduate & professional student life. Organized by student leaders in 1986, NAGPS is the only national organization that represents the intrests of graduate & professional students in public and private universities at the local, state, and national levels."  All graduate students at NAGPS member schools are eligible for discounted health insurance, loan consolidation help, discounted car insurance, and other discounts and information through the NAGPS website: http://www.nagps.org <http://www.nagps.org/> .  The national conference will be held in November 15-18 in Austin, TX if anyone is interested in attending.
 
During the last meeting several members discussed the formation of committees.  Some of the suggestions include: Health Insurance, Membership (contacting UMSL departments with graduate programs to get students involved; newsletters; websites; blogs, etc.), Social Events, and Transportation.  Any other suggestions for committees would be appreciated.  Anyone interested in serving on a committee should contact Adam Michalski (atmichalski@umsl.edu) or Karin Tusinski (ket253@umsl.edu).  
We are still looking for an SGA representative.  Karin explained what the responsibilities would be for any potential SGA Rep.  The meetings are every other Friday and the next ones are October 26th, November 9th, and December 7th.  The SGA meets at 12:30pm in the SGA Chambers, which are located on the 3rd Floor of the Millenium Student Center.  The meetings last anywhere from 30 minutes to 2.5 hours.  Meeting lengths vary depending on what items are discussed at the meeting.  You do not have to attend every meeting.  If you cannot attend a meeting, however, we would need to know so another person can go on behalf of the GSA.  Karin and I plan on attending the SGA meeting on October 26th.  If you or anyone else you know is interested in the SGA position, please e-mail Adam Michalski (atmichalski@umsl.edu) or Karin Tusinski (ket253@umsl.edu).   

Finally, on October 26th, Karin and Adam plan to attend the Graduate Program Directors Meeting at noon on the 4th Floor of Woods Hall to give the directors an update on the GSA's progress.  We also plan to attend the UMSL SGA meeting at 12:30pm that same afternoon.  In addition, we have planned a happy hour for grad students at 3:00pm on Friday, October 26th.  We intend to have it at Blueberry Hill in the Delmar Loop.  Another announcement about the happy hour will go out prior to the event.

The next UMSL GSA meeting has been set for Wednesday, November 7th at 3:00pm. Room location TBA.  Thank you for your interest and have a good day.
