You’d expect Creative Writing faculty to publish well and often. However, 2004 was an exceptional year for the faculty in U.M.-St. Louis’ MFA program. Four of six faculty members in one new graduate program published major books in one year.

In the spring, Ruth Ellen Kocher, a poet and director of the African and African-American Studies Certificate program, published her third collection of poetry, One Girl Babylon, with a famous African-American press. 

In August, Eamonn Wall, Jefferson Smurfit Endowed Professor of Irish Studies and distinguished poet in the MFA Program, published his fourth collection of poetry, Refuge at DeSoto Bend. 

In September, Howard Schwartz , poet and folklorist in the MFA Program whom the London Times identified as a “noted Judaica Scholar,” published a huge tome he edited and wrote over 12 years, titled Tree of Souls: The Complete Mythology of Judaica. 

In October, Mary Troy, director of the MFA Program and fiction and essay writer, will publish her third collection of short stories, Cookie Lily. This is the third in a six-year span, an extraordinary feat given the quality of the presses and the difficulty of publishing short stories.

In addition to this impressive original work, Nan Sweet, poet and associate professor, has collected work by a women’s group of local poets, Loosely Identified. The anthology is called Breathing Out.
