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EDUCATION

Doctor of Philosophy            Saint Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri

July 2003                     
APA-Accredited Ph.D. Program in Clinical Psychology 

Dissertation Title:  Teacher Attitudes and Beliefs Regarding the Occurrence, Impact, Prevention, and Treatment of Child Sexual Abuse: A Comparison of Beliefs Regarding Children with a Pervasive Developmental Disorder and Non-Disabled Children





Dissertation Chair:  Michael J. Ross, Ph.D., ABPP

Master of Science

Saint Louis University, St. Louis, Missouri

May 2000


Thesis Title:  Effects of Client Sexual Orientation Stereotypes on the Clinical Judgment of Graduate               

Students in Clinical and Counseling Psychology

Thesis Chair:  Michael J. Ross, Ph.D., ABPP

Bachelor of Science

Truman State University, Kirksville, Missouri

May 1996


Major:  Psychology
Minor:  Biology





Graduated Magna Cum Laude (GPA: 3.86)





Departmental Honors in Psychology

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

Psychology Resident

Center for Trauma Recovery

September 2003 to                  St. Louis, Missouri

Present

Responsibilities:  Provision of trauma-specific psychological assessment and treatment to children who have experienced a traumatic event; supervision; course instruction; provision of training and consultation services to medical, education, and mental health professionals in the community regarding issues related to posttraumatic stress.

Clients:  Children and adolescents, ages 3 to 18 of diverse ethnicity.  

Common Presenting Problems:  Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and associated difficulties (e.g., depression and anxiety, behavioral disorders, adjustment disorders).

Services provided:  Direct therapeutic interventions (individual, group and family), psychological assessment, and parent training. 

Supervisor:  Ally Burr-Harris, Ph.D.    

Psychology Resident

Center for Trauma Recovery

September 2002 to 

St. Louis, Missouri

August 2003

Responsibilities:  Provision of cognitive-behavioral treatment of children and adolescents with trauma-related symptoms; psychological assessment; family therapy; course instruction; consultation and training with education, mental health and medical professionals.

Clients:  Children and adolescents, ages 3 to 18 of diverse ethnicity.  

Common Presenting Problems:  Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and associated difficulties (e.g., depression and anxiety, behavioral disorders, adjustment disorders).

Services Provided:  Direct therapeutic interventions (individual, group and family), psychological assessment, and parent training. 

Supervisor:  Ally Burr-Harris, Ph.D.    

Behavioral Sciences

La Rabida Children’s Hospital

Predoctoral Psychology
Chicago, Illinois

Intern

July 2001 to


Responsibilities:  Provision of psychological services to  

June 2002
children in a metropolitan pediatric hospital.   

Clients:  Children and adolescents, ranging in age from 3 to 18, predominantly African-American and of low socioeconomic status.  

Common Presenting Problems:  Child maltreatment and/or posttraumatic stress; psychological issues related to general medical conditions (i.e., diabetes, asthma, chronic pain), childhood obesity and general behavioral and emotional disorders.  

Services Provided:  Direct therapeutic interventions (individual, group and family), psychological assessment, parent training, and consultation to medical staff.

Supervisors: Neil Hochstadt, Ph.D., Cathy Mavrolas,  

                      Ph.D., Bradley Stolbach, Ph.D., Sarah  

                      Stearns, Ph.D., Dan Kirshenbaum, Ph.D.,  

                      Renee Z. Dominguez, Ph.D.

Psychology Extern   

Children’s Advocacy Center of Greater St. Louis

July 2000 to 


St. Louis, Missouri

June 2001

Responsibilities:  Provision of individual, group, parenting and family therapeutic services to sexually abused children.  Clients:  Children and adolescents, ages 3 to 17 and of diverse ethnicity.  

Common Presenting Problems:  Posttraumatic stress disorder and associated difficulties, sexualized behaviors, adjustment disorder, other behavior disorders.  

Services Provided:  Evaluation of symptoms of posttraumatic stress, psychoeducation, family training and direct therapeutic interventions.       

Supervisor:  Jeffrey N. Wherry, Ph.D., ABPP

Psychology Extern

Saint Mary’s/Good Samaritan Incorporated

June 1999 to


Centralia, Illinois

August 2000

Responsibilities:  Provision of psychological services to children in outpatient, day-hospital and inpatient settings. 

Clients:  Children and adolescents, ages 3 to 17, from a rural population.  

Common Presenting Problems:  Child maltreatment, learning disorders, AD/HD and behavioral disturbances in the outpatient population and severe mood, behavioral and psychotic disturbances in the day-hospital and inpatient populations.  

Services Provided:  Psychological evaluation of inpatient, outpatient and day-hospital populations, consultation to medical staff and group therapy.  

Supervisor:  Frank Bono, Ph.D.         

Behavioral Therapist
Wisconsin Early Autism Project

May 1998 to


St. Louis, Missouri 

August 1999




Responsibilities:  Provision of behavioral interventions to client and participation in team and family conferences

Client:  Four-year-old, male child 

Presenting Problem:  Autistic Disorder

Services Provided:  Entered into the client’s home for three-hour blocks of time and utilized the Applied Behavior Analysis intervention for Autism, as designed by Dr. Ivar Lovaas of UCLA.

Behavioral Therapist
Neighbor to Neighbor Community Intervention Grant

February 1998 to

St. Louis, Missouri

May 1998

Responsibilities:  Provision of behavioral management intervention.

Clients:  Students in a St. Louis Public School District elementary school classroom (2nd grade).

Presenting Problem:  Behavioral difficulties

Services Provided:  Development and implementation of a token economy behavioral modification system 

Supervisor:  Phyllis Terry-Friedman, Ph.D.   

Psychological Trainee
Saint Louis University Psychological Services Center

August 1997 to

St. Louis, Missouri

June 2001

Responsibilities:  Provision comprehensive outpatient psychological services.

Clients:  Children, adolescents and adults of diverse ethnicity in a metropolitan setting. 

Common Presenting Problems:  Ranged from adjustment disorders to personality disorders, covering all major diagnostic categories.  

Services Provided:  Intake interviews; educational, intellectual, and/or personality testing with both objective and projective instruments; psychotherapy (individual and family); and supervision of less advanced graduate students.  

Supervisors:  Paul J. Handal, Ph.D., Joan M. Oliver, Ph.D., Honore M. Hughes, Ph.D., Brett Hart, Ph.D.  

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES:

2002-Present   National Child Traumatic Stress Network (NCTSN), Level III site member

2002-Present   NCTSN Child Traumatic Grief Work Group, member

2002-Present   NCTSN Adapted Trauma Treatment Standards for Disabled Populations Work Group, member

2003-Present   American Psychological Association, Section 1, Div. 12 (Clinical Child Psychology), member

2003-Present   American Psychological Association, member

1998-2003
American Psychological Association, Section 1, Div. 12 (Clinical Child Psychology), student affiliate

1997-2003
American Psychological Association, student affiliate

RESEARCH  EXPERIENCE

August 2000 to

Doctoral Dissertation

July 2003


Saint Louis University





St. Louis, Missouri

This study examined differences in special education teacher attitudes and beliefs regarding sexual abuse and sexual abuse prevention between students with pervasive developmental disorders and non-disabled students.  Dissertation defense completed on July 24, 2003.

Supervisor:  Michael J. Ross, Ph.D., ABPP

January 1998 to

Master’s Thesis

May 2000
 

Saint Louis University





St. Louis, Missouri

Studied the impact of client sexual orientation and gender on the clinical judgment of graduate students in clinical and counseling psychology programs nationwide.  Thesis defense completed on May 17, 2000.  

Supervisor:  Michael J. Ross, Ph.D., ABPP

August 1997 to

Research Vertical Team Member

Present



Saint Louis University





St. Louis, Missouri

Provided consultation to, and received consultation from graduate students involved in thesis and dissertation research.  Consultation pertained to the formulation of research questions, research design, analysis and conclusions.  Research topics included clinical judgment and client variables, mental health professionals’ expectations of depression in response to injury/disability, sports psychology and attachment and love styles.  

Supervisor:  Michael J. Ross, Ph.D., ABPP

August 1998 to

Graduate Research Assistant 
May 1999


Saint Louis University




St. Louis, Missouri

Responsibilities included review of literature on various research topics, data collection and organization.




Supervisor:  A. Michael Anch, Ph.D.

August 1997 to

Graduate Research Assistant
May 1998 


Saint Louis University




St. Louis, Missouri

Responsibilities included review of literature on various research topics, data organization and statistical analysis.  




Supervisor:  John Cross, Ph.D.

September 1996 to

Independent Research Project
May 1997


Truman State University




Kirksville, Missouri

Studied the impact of client gender on judgments of symptom severity made by undergraduate psychology students at Truman State University.  Presented at the American Psychological Society national convention in Washington D.C. in May 1997.  




Supervisor:  Terry Palmer, Ph.D.

PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS:
     Kliethermes, M. (January, 2004).  Assessment and Treatment of Child Trauma Symptoms. Invited presentation for Grace Hill Community Health Center, St. Louis, MO.     

     Kliethermes, M. (October, 2003).  Child Abuse and Neglect: Characteristics, Impact and Intervention.  Invited presentation for Lutheran Family and Children’s Services, St. Louis, MO.

     Burr-Harris, A., & Kliethermes, M. (October, 2003).  Responding to Trauma in the School Setting.  Invited presentation for the School Crisis Response and Crisis Preparedness Conference, St. Charles, MO.

     Burr-Harris, A., & Kliethermes, M. (September, 2003). Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Treatment with Children and Adolescents.  Invited presentation for the Greater St. Louis Child Traumatic Stress Program Child Trauma Colloquium, St. Louis, MO.

     Wherry, J., & Kliethermes, M. (July, 2003).  Cognitive Behavioral Treatment of Child Trauma Symptoms.  Videoconference, University of Missouri-St. Louis, St. Louis, MO.

     Burr-Harris, A., & Kliethermes, M. (June, 2003).  Assessment and Treatment of Trauma-Related Symptoms in Children and Adolescents.  Invited Presentation for Community Alternatives, St. Louis, MO.

     Kliethermes, M., & Burr-Harris, A. (March, 2003). Childhood Trauma: Assessment and Intervention in Early Childhood.  Invited presentation for Grace Hill Head Start and Youth in Need Programs, St. Louis, MO.

     Burr-Harris, A., & Kliethermes, M. (March, 2003).  Childhood Trauma: Guidelines for Early Childhood Educators.  Invited presentation for Children’s Hospital Early Childhood Education Center, St. Louis, MO.

     Burr-Harris, A., & Kliethermes, M.  (February & March, 2003).  Trauma and Children: Guidelines for Early Childhood Educators.  Invited presentations for early childhood educators at Children’s Hospital Child Development Centers, St. Louis, MO.

     Kliethermes, M., & Burr-Harris, A. (January, 2003).  PTSD in Children and Adolescents: Guidelines for Educators.  Invited presentation for educators of Fatima Elementary and High School, Westphalia, MO.

     Burr-Harris, A., & Kliethermes, M. (January, 2003).  Assessment and Treatment of PTSD.  Presentation for clinicians at Jewish Family and Children’s Services, St. Louis, MO.

     Kliethermes, M.  (March, 2000).  Autism and Other Pervasive Developmental Disorders.  Invited presentation to psychology undergraduate students at Saint Louis University, St. Louis, MO.

     Kliethermes, M. (October, 1998; November, 1998; November, 1999).  Autism and Other Pervasive Developmental Disorders.  Invited presentations to clinical psychology graduate students at Saint Louis University, St. Louis, MO.

MEDIA RELATIONS:
     Kliethermes, M. (September, 2003).  Television interview regarding the impact of the anniversary of the September 11th attacks on New York and Washington D.C. for KMOV, Channel 4, St. Louis, MO.  

     Kliethermes, M. (September, 2003).  Radio interview regarding the impact of traumatic events on children and adolescents for Metro Networks, St. Louis, MO.      

HONORS AND AWARDS:

1998
Severin Fund Award

1995-Present
Psi Chi Psychology Honor Society

1995-Present
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi

PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES:




Ally Burr-Harris, Ph.D.




Center for Trauma Recovery

University of Missouri-St. Louis

8001 Natural Bridge Road 

St. Louis, Missouri 63121

(314) 516-5440

(314) 516-7233 (fax)




Jeffrey N. Wherry, Ph.D., ABPP





CEO, Children's Advocacy Services of Greater St. Louis

Associate Professor, Department of Psychology

University of Missouri-St. Louis

8001 Natural Bridge Road 

St. Louis, Missouri 63121

(314) 516-6798

(314) 516-6624 (fax)

Bradley Stolbach, Ph.D.

Director, La Rabida Children’s Advocacy Center




La Rabida Children’s Hospital





Behavioral Sciences Department  




East 65th Street at Lake Michigan

Chicago, IL 60649

(708) 481-9799

(707) 481-9951 (fax)

Honore M. Hughes, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Saint Louis University

Department of Psychology

221 N. Grand Blvd.

St. Louis, MO 63103

(314) 977-2291

(314) 977-1006 (fax)
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