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Intent to complete a Graduate Certificate or an Emphasis Area (2011)

	Students have a number of opportunities to gain specialized training during their time in the program.  An important campus resource is the Certificate in University Teaching offered by the UM-St. Louis Center for Teaching and Learning. Formal UM-St. Louis graduate certificates are also available in Gerontology, and in Gender Studies.   Students should complete this by the end of their second year of study (at the time they receive their MA degree) to help with planning the remainder of their program of study.

______  I plan to complete the program requirements for the campus graduate certificate in:

______   University Teaching 

______   Gender Studies

______   Gerontology

Within the clinical program, students can select 1 emphasis area, but are not required to do so.  

______  I plan to complete the program requirements for the emphasis area:

______   Behavioral Medicine 

______   Trauma Studies

______   Women’s & Gender Studies

______  I am interested in our General Clinical Track and do not plan to complete the program requirements for an emphasis area.


Signatures:

____________________________________  _________________________________________
Student: (insert typed name)             Date 		Faculty Advisor (insert typed name) Date

__________________________________
Ann Steffen, Ph.D.,  DCT                 Date   

Clinical Psychology Program
University of Missouri-St. Louis
Emphasis Areas 2011

	Three areas of specialization are available in the Clinical Psychology Program: Behavioral Medicine, Trauma Studies, and Women’s and Gender Studies.  The emphasis areas have been developed to provide specialized research and clinical training in preparation for professional roles in contemporary psychology.  Students have the option of selecting 1 emphasis area, but are not required to do so.  The program does not allow the selection of multiple areas, so students with overlapping interests will need to choose.  Students with a special interest in child clinical psychology have a number of options for specialty clinical training during their time within the program.  Research training opportunities in child clinical, however, are currently limited, so an emphasis area in Child & Family is not offered.

	All emphasis areas have a unique set of course requirements totaling a minimum of 9 or 12 semester units.  Some courses are offered in other schools and departments on the UM-St. Louis campus.  This multidisciplinary coursework is expected to broaden and deepen students’ understanding of the social, political, and cultural context of issues relevant to the area of specialization.  Although some coursework is required, the curriculum is structured to provide students with an opportunity to tailor their studies to fit their particular clinical interests and career goals.  With this coursework as a basis, students select research projects and some practicum training experiences specific to the emphasis area.

	Students may select their emphasis area at any time in the program.  However, selection by the end of the 2nd year in the program is advisable to allow time to plan coursework, research, and clinical training in the area of specialization.  Students who select an emphasis area are typically already working with an advisor who specializes in that area.  When mutually agreed upon (i.e., a faculty member has indicated a willingness to take on a student as a new advisee), students may change advisors mid-way through the program to accommodate their changing interests across the areas of specialization.  Students are expected to declare their intent to complete a specialization area, using a form that is signed by both the student and her/his advisor prior to submitting to the director of training.

 Behavioral Medicine & Health Psychology

The faculty advisors whose research labs fit with this area are:
-White (all research in her lab)
-Taylor (minority substance use/misuse)
-Steffen (most research in her lab)
-Peterson (sexual health issues)
-Galovski (sleep impairment & other health consequences of trauma) 
-other faculty projects as appropriate

Required Coursework (3 credit hours)
Psychology 7415		Seminar in Health Psychology & Behavioral Medicine

Elective Coursework (6 credit hours)
Select two of the following: (note: due to the interdisciplinary nature of the field of behavioral medicine, students are encouraged to consider taking one of their electives outside of psychology).

Psychology 5001		Neuropsychological Assessment
Psychology 5407                     Psychopharmacology 
Gerontology 5376		Psychopathology and Aging
Gerontology 6443		Health Care Policy
Nursing 6140			Health Promotion Across the Life Span
Psychology 6441		Aging and Health Behavior
Psychology 5610-5612	Physiological Mechanisms of Aging  
                                                (this is a sequence of 3 1-credit courses)

or other courses approved by advisor


Research

Specialty research and dissertation relevant to the field of behavioral medicine, broadly defined.  

Practicum Experience in Behavioral Medicine

Clinical work with in behavioral medicine under the supervision of a licensed psychologist with competence in behavioral medicine.  This is most commonly accomplished during the predoctoral internship year within a formal rotation in medical/health psychology.

* Students in the Behavioral Medicine emphasis area may petition the program director to take the required PY 5468 Cognitive Processes course during a year other than their 2nd year, to assist with balancing course load throughout their program of study. 

Trauma Studies

The faculty advisors whose research labs fit with this area are:
-Galovski (all research in her lab)
-Bruce (most but not all research in his lab)
-Peterson (some research in her lab)
-Vandenberg (some research in his lab)
-other faculty projects as appropriate

Required Coursework

Psychology 7447			Trauma and Recovery


Elective Coursework

Select two of the following courses (only one may be at the 4000 level):

Criminology 4350			Victimology
Criminology 6432			Criminal Law
Criminology 6443			Violent Crime
Criminology 6446			Sex Crimes
Criminology 6448			Victimization
Psychology/Social Work 4398	Seminar: Child Sexual Abuse
or other courses approved by advisor	


Research

Specialty and dissertation topics relevant to trauma.


Practicum Experience in Trauma

Clinical experience with trauma-specific assessment/therapies during program of study; this requirement may also be met via a formal rotation in trauma/PTSD while on internship.  

Recommended

Students are encouraged to attend the colloquium series and brown bag faculty research series at the Center for Trauma Recovery and the Children’s Advocacy Center.

Students are encouraged to participate in a trauma-oriented rotation while on internship.
Aside from thesis and dissertation, students are encouraged to participate in other collaborative research projects on trauma-related topics.


Women and Gender Studies

The faculty advisors whose research labs fit with this area are:
-Peterson (all research in her lab)
-Steffen (if specifically focused on role of gender)
-Galovski (if specifically focused on role of gender) 
-other faculty projects as appropriate


Required Coursework

Psychology 7410			Women and Mental Health


Elective Coursework

Select two of the following: from UM-St. Louis Institute for Women and Gender Studies

Interdisciplinary 5350			Topics in Women’s & Gender Studies (when appropriate)
Interdisciplinary 5351			Theories of Feminism
Psychology 7418			Human Sexuality
English 5040				Feminist Critical Theory
Counseling 7040			Counseling Women Towards Empowerment
or other courses approved by advisor


Research

Specialty and Dissertation topics relevant to the psychology of women and/or gender issues


Practicum Experience in Feminist Therapy

This requirement may be met by one of the following: (a) team experience with emphasis on feminist therapy, (b) supervision from an outside feminist therapy supervisor at CPS, (c) clerkship with an emphasis in feminist therapy, (d) specialized training during predoctoral internship.
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