
Independent Studies, Internship, Project and Research Opportunities 
For Undergraduate and Graduate Students in Computer Science 
 

In addition to regularly offered required and elective courses, the department offers a number of 
courses to serve more specialized faculty and student needs: 

• CmpSci 4880/5880 – research or projects for undergraduate/graduate  students 
• CmpSci 3990/5900 – internships for undergraduate/graduate students 

Cmp Sci 4880/5880 
These courses are available each semester and in the summer. The purpose of these courses is twofold: 

1. To help a student interested in a specific area or topic, for which a regular course is not 
available, to study that subject for credit 
In this case, the student having such interests and needs should find a suitable faculty agreeing 
to supervise such a course. Talking to your departmental advisor is always a good starting point. 

• Undergraduates  
http://www.umsl.edu/mathcs/undergraduate-studies/undergradstudent.html 
If the interest is to research something, also see  
http://umsl.edu/cs/undergraduate-studies/undergraduate-research.html  

• Graduate students 
All assigned by Kimberly Stanger 

2. To help faculty find students to work on specific research, sponsored or need projects 
In such cases, faculty advertise such opportunities directly to students through their courses or 
through emails. However, students are welcome to ask about any opportunities , asking in class, 
going directly to faculty, or asking departmental advisors  
http://umsl.edu/cs/files/pdfs/CSAdvisors.pdf 

This kind of work can be both for credit and also possibly for pay, and may lead to full or part 
time research assistantships as well. 
Undergraduates also see  
http://umsl.edu/cs/undergraduate-studies/undergraduate-research.html  

In either case, after the student and the faculty both agree on a specific individual study or project, the 
faculty contacts Kimberly Stanger to issue a registration permit number to the student. 

Cmp Sci 3990/5900 
These courses allow undergraduate and graduate students to get credit for internships. A student must 
find a faculty sponsor to register prior to the internship. For more information, see course descriptions. 
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