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The Program

The Bachelor of Liberal Studies is a degree pro-
gram that enables students to combine structured
academic emphases in ways more relevant to their
interests than the standard academic major.

Students who participate in this program must
declare their areas of study (two minors or a minor
and certificate) at the time they declare that BLS is
their intended degree. The plan of study should be
approved at the beginning of the program.

The College of Arts and Sciences (CAS), Fine Arts
and Communication (CoFAC) and Business
Administration (BA) have joined together to make
available Liberal Studies combinations involving
the following units:

D epartment of Anth ropology ( CAS )
D epartment of Art & Art History ( C o FAC )

Minor in Art History
D epartment of Biology ( CAS )
C ollege of Business Ad min istration ( BA )

Minors in Business Ad min istration
D epartment of Chemistry and Biochemistry ( CAS )
D epartment of Com m un ication ( C o FAC )
D epartment of Criminology ( CAS )

and Crimin al Justice
D epartment of Economics ( CAS )
D epartment of English ( CAS )
D epartment of Foreign Lang uages ( CAS )

and Literatures
D epartment of Mathematics and ( CAS )

C om puter Scien ce
D epartment of Music ( C o FAC )
D epartment of Phi losoph y ( CAS )
D epartment of Physics and Astronomy ( CAS )
D epartment of Political Scien ce ( CAS )
D epartment of Psychology ( CAS )
D epartment of Sociology ( CAS )
I nstitute of Women’s and Gender Studies ( CAS )

General Education Requirements
To obtain a Bachelor of Liberal Studies (BLS), a
student must successfully complete UM-St. Louis
General Education Requirements (consult General
Education section of course listings):

Communication Skills 6 credit hours
Humanities 9 credit hours
Math/Science 12 credit hours
Managing Information 3 credit hours
Social and Behavioral Sciences 9 credit hours
Valuing Skills 3 credit hours

(42 Total Credit Hours)

In addition, students must complete:

The State Requirement (3) and Cultural
Diversity Requirement (3) if not met in
General Education course selection.

The campus requirement of proficiency in
English Composition:

English 1100, Freshman Compostition
English 3100, Advanced Expository

Writing

The campus requirement of proficiency in
Mathematics (to be completed in the first 24 
hours at the University).

Concentration

L i beral Studies Con centration (33-41 hours )

The requirement for designated (identified) BLS
Minors in participating departments or other units
(minimum of 15 hours in each) or a designated
minor and a designated multi-disciplinary certifi-
cate (minimum of 15 hours in each, with no course
being used more than once to complete the con-
centration) and a capstone course (minimum of 3
hours).

Degree Requirements
A minimum of 45 credit hours in Junior and Senior
level course work must be completed.

Required electives (28-42 credit hours).

A minimum of 120 credit hours must be complet-
ed.

Overall GPA of 2.0 with minimum GPA of 2.0 in
major areas.



Residency requirement: in addition to campus residency,
unless otherwise specified, 9 graded hours in each minor
and certificate at 2000-level or above, and one capstone
course must be completed.

Additional information may be obtained from:

UM-St. Louis Admissions Office
One University Boulevard
St. Louis, Missouri 63121-4400
(314) 516-5451
Toll-free in MO and IL 618 area code:
1-888-GO-2-UMSL
Career Services: (314) 516-5111
University Advising Center: (314) 516-5300
http://www.umsl.edu/
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